Wilbur John Boldt
June 3, 1925 - July 24, 2021

Wilbur John Boldt, 96, passed away on July 24th at Lilac Homes in Dilworth, Minnesota.
He was born in Fargo, ND on June 3, 1925 to John D. Boldt and Esther (Schumacher)
Boldt.
His family moved to Jamestown, ND where he grew up with his two sisters Lois and
Dolores. Wilbur worked with his father at the butcher shop while going to school in
Jamestown. Winning a reading contest in grade school began his love of books and
learning. Wilbur could always be found with a book about nature or North Dakota history
and if you were willing to listen, he could spend hours discussing what he read. He
graduated from Jamestown High School and Jamestown College in 1949. He continued
his education at Iowa State College, graduating with a Masters Degree in Wildlife
Management.
Wilbur met the girl of his dreams upon his return to Jamestown. He married Leona Worms
on July 26, 1953 in Clyde, ND. Together they had two daughters whom he was very proud
of. He always commented about how lucky he was to have such a wonderful family.
During their 66 years of marriage they spent time doing the things they loved like traveling,
fishing, gardening and just being together.
Wilbur worked for the North Dakota Game and Fish department as a habitat biologist,
project leader and Deputy Commissioner from 1957 to 1979. During this time, he made
many lifelong friends who enjoyed hunting and fishing as much as he did. In 1979 he
accepted a position with the Colorado Division of Wildlife, where he worked until his
retirement in 1988.
Wilbur was active in many conservation organizations including the Wildlife Society, Ducks
Unlimited, the Isaac Walton League and served as president of the North Dakota Chapter
of the Wildlife Society. He was respected in his field for his contribution to wildlife
management and in 1986 a 160 acre wildlife management area near Center, ND was
named after him.

In 1996, he and Leona moved to Fargo to be closer to family. They were active in Hope
Lutheran Church and volunteered for many organizations over the years. Wilbur loved
spending time with his grandchildren.
Wilbur is survived by his daughters Barb (Steve) Parmer, Sandie Jepsen; grandchildren,
Ethan Parmer, Hanna Jepsen, Clara Jepsen, Ben (Leah) Parmer, Alyssa (Brett)
Gilbertson; four great grandchildren, his sister- in- law Sharon Lilleberg (Jim Onerheim)
and many nieces and nephews.
He was preceded in death by his wife, Leona; parents, John and Esther, his sisters
Dolores and Lois, and his son-in law Michael Jepsen.
Wilbur's family would like to thank the staff at Lilac Homes and Hospice of the Red River
Valley for the loving care they provided him during his last days.
There will be a private family memorial service held at Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home.
Burial will take place at the Clyde Cemetery in Clyde, ND.
In lieu of flowers, the family welcomes donations to Hospice of the Red River Valley.

Cemetery
Clyde Cemetery
94th St. NE & 82nd Ave. NE
Munich, ND, 58352

Comments

“

Thoughts & prayers to Wilbur's daughters, family & friends!

Cindy Parmer - July 30, 2021 at 03:46 PM

“

Wilbur Boldt...such a fine soul. Our lives have been truly blessed from knowing him!
He was always a very special friend of my father... and a special friend of our family.
Through the years I enjoyed hunting with Wilbur, as did my boys... it was a pleasure
relaxing and sharing nature through his eyes.
Love his laugh and smile and wit! Love what he added to conversations from his life
experience, book reading, and observations. Love his kind and gentle nature. Love
what it felt like to be in his presence.
We'll miss him... we will celebrate his life, a tribute to his fine character.
We'll always cherish a little bit of Wilbur that lives in our hearts and minds.
Jim Morgan

Jim Morgan - July 28, 2021 at 12:01 PM

“

My deepest sympathy to the family of Wilbur. My father, Russ Stuart, adored and
respected Wilbur. I remember my dad being so upset, frustrated and more than a bit
angry when Wilbur wasn’t appointed as Game and Fish Commissioner when dad
retired. Dad never understood why a person so well suited and deserving of the
position was passed over. I remember Wilbur as being such a kind and gentle man
who was so proud of his family. May you all find comfort in knowing that he lived a
long and happy life.
Virginia (Peach) Stuart-Thompson

Virginia Stuart- Thompson - July 27, 2021 at 05:56 PM

“

My first connection with Wilb occurred in 1960 when he hired me as a field assistant
doing upland game survey work. At that time he worked under then commissioner Dr.
I.G Bue as the deputy game and fish commissioner and later under Russell Stuart.
The department's Bismarck offices were housed at Fort Lincoln in the old rambling
brick military offices for a while. After college Wilb and then CR Grondahl hired me
full time as an upland game biologist. Wilb was forthright, honest and fair and that
showed through his sometimes crusty demeanor defending the department's limited
financial resources, as well as defending his staff's management requests.
I will not forget Wilbur Boldt as an early mentor in my conservation career.
H. Ted Upgren, Jr.
Retired, ND Game and Fish Department

H. Ted Upgren, Jr. - July 27, 2021 at 01:07 PM

“

Wilbur and Leona were some of the first and best neighbors we had when we moved
to Bismarck. They were so caring and understanding. We looked to them as our
"adults" for our "young" family. Barb and Sandie were still in school and served as
our great baby sitters.
One of our sad moments was when they moved to Colorado. It felt like our parents
left us! We even visited them in Colorado. Somehow, we lost touch when they moved
back to North Dakota. We lost touch but never lost the memory of great friends and
neighbors.

Harvey and Diane Schilling - July 27, 2021 at 09:56 AM

