Wayne Russell Saar
January 29, 1928 - August 8, 2020

Wayne's funeral service will be livestreamed here on Friday, August 14 at 2pm: https://vim
eo.com/446607214
Wayne Saar passed away peacefully from natural causes on August 8, 2020.
Wayne Russell Saar was born January 29, 1928, to Ben and Anna Saar in Davenport, ND.
He grew up on a farm just south of Casselton, attending a one room schoolhouse near
their farm and then attended school in Casselton.
He spent the early 1950's, in the Air Force, during the Korean war and was stationed in
Texas, New York and Iceland.
He married Gail Melting on December 30, 1955. They were married for 58 years, until her
death in 2014. Their favorite date nights for 20 years were spent at Basie's listening to the
jazz music of Kathie Brekke and the 42nd Street Jazz Band, with Wayne continuing to go
with his daughters as often as possible until late 2019.
After his time in the Air Force, Wayne graduated from Interstate Business College and
then worked for O'Lavin Travel, followed by Reed Travel. In 1958, Gail joined him in the
travel business and they worked together for the next 50 years. They always said they had
the best job, as they got to see the world plus help others experience the same. They
finally retired in 2008, but he kept on with his Chamber of Commerce Ambassadors ribbon
cuttings, which he loved, was named Ambassador Emeritus and had the Ambassador of
the Year Award named after him.
They lived in the same North Fargo house for over 50 years, where Wayne loved joking
with the neighborhood kids, who called him "funny daddy." He loved gardening, had a
million stories to tell, many involving their travels. He was in Mexico City during a 7.6
earthquake and was on a flight to Australia which was on a collision course with Skylab
falling back to earth, to name but two. His love of music lasted throughout his life, playing

the piano, listening to jazz and classical music, and was a supporter of the former Jazz
Arts Group and KDSU. He loved his cars starting with his green Ford convertible with a
green top, to his 1966 Mustang convertible, which is still in the family. Wayne was known
as a sharp dresser, and above all he is remembered as a kind and generous man who
loved life.
Wayne is survived by his daughters, Cynthia Saar (Scott Kjonaas), Karen Schur (Steve
Schur), Kirsten Carroll (Brian Carroll), grandchildren, Courtney Schur (Charles Sterling),
Erika Jaymes, Madison, Micah and Abby Carroll, great-granddaughter Rayna Jaymes and
sister Shirley Nelson of Westminster, CO.
Our family would like to extend a special thanks to the staff at Eventide on 8th in
Moorhead for taking such good care of our father.
A private funeral service will be held at 2pm, Friday, August 14, 2020 and will be streamed
on-line at https://vimeo.com/446607214 and will be available for viewing at anytime later.
Burial will be at Sunset Memorial Gardens, Fargo. Memorials can be made to Eventide on
8th in Moorhead, Goshen Moravian Church, Casselton, or Zion Lutheran Church Zionlca.com.
Wayne's Tribute Video can be viewed here: https://www.tributeslides.com/tributes/show/3F
279X8M9D73X7ST

Cemetery
Sunset Memorial Gardens - Fargo
1715 52nd Ave. S.
Fargo, ND, 58104

Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - August 12, 2020 at 10:25 AM

“

A webcast video has been added.

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - August 10, 2020 at 05:01 PM

“

After listening to the wonderful words and music during the service and reading the
comments shared here by Wayne’s family and friends, I probably can’t add anything
that wasn’t said already....but I can agree he was a true gentleman. I enjoyed being a
Chamber Ambassador with him very much. Wayne showed his professionalism at
every Chamber event and was an example for us to emulate. He was a class act and
will be missed. My condolences to the family. Connie Peterson

Connie Peterson - August 14, 2020 at 05:23 PM

“

Love, Marti, Jan and Doris purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family of Wayne
Russell Saar.

Love, Marti, Jan and Doris - August 13, 2020 at 07:19 PM

“

Basket of Memories was purchased for the family of Wayne Russell Saar.

August 13, 2020 at 05:40 PM

“

Ghirardelli Galore was purchased for the family of Wayne Russell Saar.

August 13, 2020 at 05:38 PM

“

I got to know Wayne and Gail through Plymouth Congregational UCC in Fargo.
Wayne sang in the choir and whenever I had a choir party, Wayne and Gail were the
first ones to show up at my house which gave me a good chance to visit with them
and get to know them. What a wonderful couple!! And what a great friend Wayne
became to me. He was one in a million. The one thing I will always remember about
Wayne happened on the evening of the first choir practice with our new Yamaha
grand piano at Plymouth. Following practice while everyone was preparing to leave
we suddenly heard the most beautiful rendition of "Claire de Lune" coming from that
piano. There sat Wayne at the new piano. It was fantastic!

Tom Thoreson - August 13, 2020 at 05:22 PM

“

I had the great fortune to spend over 20 years as a Chamber Ambassador with
Wayne. I would guess he maybe missed a handful of ribbon cuttings during that time
and felt terrible if he couldn't help a business celebrate whatever milestone they were
celebrating. I hold Wayne up as the perfect gentleman, kind to all whoever crossed
his path and gentle to every person he ever met.
I recall at Gail's funeral, though his health/heart wasn't in the best physical condition
and had just lost his love and most favorite person, as he led the family out, he took
the time to greet and THANK those near the aisle for taking the time to come to the
service...
No Wayne, it is us who need to thank you and Gail for showing us how to live, love
and be the best we can be.
I hope you and Gail are listening to jazz and holding each others hand now and
forever more.
God Bless you my friend.
Darren Dunlop

Darren Dunlop - August 12, 2020 at 11:12 AM

“

As a longtime chamber member & fellow ambassador it was always a joy to be with
Wayne & Gail at events. It also made visiting the VIP Room for lunch with Chaplain
Streed (from Eventide) even more special... to be able join Wayne & Gail in the booth
next to there's at the back of the restaurant. It was only appropriate to celebrate
Wayne's 40 years as a chamber ambassador at the VIP Room as well. Wayne's
unsurpassed legacy as an ambassador along with his easy laugh, ready smile &
gentle nature made naming the annual "Ambassador of the Year Award" after him an
easy choice. As a chapel usher at Eventide it was extra special to be able to sit next
to him to catch up on news & enjoy the Sunday service together as well. So many
wonderful memories.... And my deepest sympathies to Wayne's family. My thoughts
& prayers are with you all.
Larry Olson

Larry Olson - August 12, 2020 at 10:25 AM

“

Wayne was an amazing and very kind person. I knew him through years of his travel
agency work. I was also blessed to see him when he would come to jazz at Basies.
Our paths crossed a lot for the Chamber too. I was so blessed to have known him.
He made you feel happy every time you would see him. Lov Ed and prayers to the
family.

carol johnson - August 12, 2020 at 09:47 AM

“

I don't think it is possible to count high enough to equal the number of times Wayne
planned and helped with travel for the Tallman family, particularly my mother Betty
Tallman. He found it possible not to laugh when she wanted to go to Britain one
November as she had never been there in that month. The Saars were without
equal. My most sincere and heartfelt condolences to the family as he is truly a loss to
all who knew him.
Mary Tallman
Chicago

Mary Tallman - August 11, 2020 at 12:08 PM

“

I enjoyed participating in ribbon cuttings while with the FM Chamber Ambassadors
and with Wayne as a 'fellow' member, we knew we had a classy, dignified and
charming man to brighten the event. He was one in a million and I'm so pleased I
was able to know this fine gentleman. May he rest in peace!
Phyllis Hohle

Phyllis Hohle - August 11, 2020 at 10:16 AM

“

I enjoyed getting to know Wayne through the FMWF Chamber ambassadors. May he
Rest In Peace. My sympathy to his family. Jen Gompf

Jen Gompf - August 10, 2020 at 10:36 PM

“

Wayne was the guy that you would always count on to be at EVERY ribbon cutting
and more than likely the first one there! Everyone always wanted him on their team!
Always dressed to the nines and looking dapper, he would hold the door open to
make sure everyone got into the building before him. Wayne was truely one of the
nicest guys you will ever meet. The Ambassador of the Year award was even
renamed in his honor as "The Wayne Saar award." Rest in Peace Wayne you will
definitely be missed.

Tracy Meckler - August 10, 2020 at 02:11 PM

“

My heart aches for the passing of a friend and mentor.
Wayne was my first "Ambassador Team Captain" on the then Fargo Chamber of
Commerce Ambassadors Committee.
He taught me many business lessons as well as many life lessons.
My Heart is full of great memories of the man Wayne was. He was Kind, Caring,
Thoughtful, Professional, Funny, Upbeat, Prompt, Smart, Patient and very Honest!
Without Wayne taking the time and the interest in a "young, overzealous, pride filled,
green salesperson", I would not have had the great experience in the CHAMBER
AMBASSADORS. I appreciated his persistence, guidance and friendship.
I love you WAYNE, my friend. GOD has just brought home a great human being.
To the family, my prayers go out to you. May God help you find peace and
understanding.
God Bless you Wayne, God Rest your soul & Amen my Brother.
Donn Groth

Donn Groth - August 10, 2020 at 09:56 AM

