Wayne Kenneth Monge
February 15, 1944 - March 21, 2019

Wayne Kenneth Monge, 75, Fargo, passed away Thursday, March 21, 2019 at Sanford
Health Palliative Care, Fargo, surrounded by his family.
Wayne was born February 15, 1944 in Fargo, the son of Gorden and Frances (Toohey)
Monge. He grew up in Fargo, attended Roosevelt Elementary, Ben Franklin Junior High
and graduated from Oak Grove Lutheran High School in 1962. He was baptized and
confirmed at First United Methodist Church in Fargo.
After high school, Wayne served in the Army Reserves from 1962 until he was honorably
discharged in 1970. Wayne attended the Toledo School of Meat Cutting and worked for
Red Owl in Detroit Lakes and later for Elliott Meats in Fargo and Minot.
On August 29, 1964, Wayne married Linda Bjorke at Emmanuel Lutheran Church in
Abercrombie, ND. They spent a few months in Minot, then moved back to Fargo.
Wayne began his career as a food broker, with Amstar Corporation, and later the HuntWesson Corporation, in the institutional sales divisions. In 1972, Wayne founded, Wayne
K. Monge & Associates. In 1979, he became the first Jiffy Lube franchisee in North
Dakota, growing his business to include Jiffy Lube stores in Fargo, Bismarck and
Wahpeton, ND; Moorhead, Detroit Lakes and Alexandria, MN and Sioux Falls, SD.
He was a founding member of the Jiffy Lube Association of Franchisees (JLAF), which
grew to become one of the strongest franchise associations in the country. He volunteered
countless hours to the organization and to the betterment of the Jiffy Lube system. Wayne
was honored by his fellow franchisees for his dedication in 1995.
In 1995, Wayne brought the first Sir Speedy franchise to North Dakota, operating it with
his daughter and son-in-law, Lora and Kevin Elfstrum. A second store was opened in
Wahpeton and operated by his brother and sister-in-law, Larry and Audrey Monge, until
their retirement in 2001.

Wayne’s loves were his family, hunting, the lake, Grand Cayman and travel. He looked
forward to hunting with his brothers, family and friends every fall. Goose, pheasant, and
deer seasons were highlights of his year and he had many trips big game hunting in
Canada, Alaska, Northwest Territories, and South Africa.
Summers were spent on East Spirit Lake, Vergas, MN where Wayne spent countless
hours circling the lake pulling his daughters and friends skiing and tubing and enjoying
sunset pontoon cruises. He was dedicated to a perfect lawn and spent many hours
moving sprinklers, spraying weeds and mowing to just the right height.
Wayne is survived by Linda, his wife of 54 years, his daughters Karn (Patrick) Jilek, West
Fargo and Lora (Kevin) Elfstrum, Fargo, granddaughters, Alexis Elfstrum, Minneapolis,
MN and Anna Elfstrum, River Falls, WI, brothers, Larry (Audrey) Monge, Green Bay, WI
and Lee Monge, Fargo. His brothers-in-law and sisters-in-law, John (Flo) Bjorke,
Bismarck, ND, June Helgeson, Moorhead, and Don Larson, Hannaford, ND and many
nieces and nephews.
He was preceded in death by his parents, Gorden and Frances Monge and his brother,
Lynn Monge.
In lieu of flowers, the family requests memorials to the Hour of Worship, PO Box 1562,
Fargo, ND 58107, Messiah Lutheran Church, or the charity of your choice.
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Comments

“

We were happy to see Wayne at our Oak Grove LHS 50th class reunion in 2012. We
are saddened to learn of his passing. May all the good memories of Wayne bring you
comfort at this time of sadness.
Karen Haugland Solhjem Oak Grove LHS class of 1962

Karen Haugland Solhjem - March 25 at 06:30 PM

“

Dear Linda and family,
As a childhood friend we spent hours together via Cub Scouts, Roosevelt activists,
hockey, Ben Franklin football etc. RIP Wayne.
May the Lord comfort you as you celebrate Wayne’s life and the days ahead.

Carl Pfiffner - March 25 at 12:43 PM

“

Dear Laura & Kevin & ALL THE FAMILY;
I have known Wayne since I was a kid and always had high regard for him and
always enjoyed our conversations when we would bump into each other.
We were so sorry to read of his untimely passing. We are in AZ and cannot make the
funeral, but want you to know that we are thinking of you all and send our fervent
prayers for you and Wayne. Wayne was a good guy!

E John & Brenda Carlson - March 25 at 12:22 PM

“

Dear Linda and Family,
I was so sorry to see of Wayne's passing. I know that he will be missed dearly. I am
hoping that all the wonderful memories will help you get through this tough time.
My thoughts and prayers.
Judy Sumpter

Judy Sumpter - March 24 at 05:14 PM

“

I have fond memories of Wayne from my years in Fargo. I was one of his first
customers at Jiffy Lube when it opened in Fargo 40 years ago. Cherish his memory;
he was a good person!
Fowler Charles (Chuck) Humphrey
Pocatello, Idaho

Fowler Charles Humphrey - March 24 at 10:40 AM

“

To the Monge Family,
Our deepest condolences to you all through this time of sorrow. Wayne was such a
bright light in our lives since the day we moved to Fargo, ND. He was a great
landlord and an amazing person. He will deeply be missed.
Love,
Carter and Melissa Broer
Window World of Fargo

Melissa Broer - March 24 at 09:59 AM

“

Wayne loved Grand Cayman island and we know why. After being invited to spend
time at his Cayman retreat it became our favorite Caribbean vacation spot.
Snorkeling near Rum Point will always be referred to as the "float" and "Wayne's
fishbowl." Thanks for telling us about this wonderful vacation getaway. Peace be with
you and your family.
The Hallquist family - Matt, Deb, Megan & Michael

Matt Hallquist - March 23 at 07:43 PM

“

163 files added to the album LifeTributes

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - March 23 at 04:37 PM

“

My sincerest condolences to the Monge family. I have fond memories of all the boys
and Lou and Leone and Gordon and Francis pheasant hunting at my grandparents
(John and Dorothy Sturgess) farm near Hankinson. A chance hunting encounter that
made lifelong friends for my grandarents. Rest in Peace.
Darlys (Deike) Thomas.

Darlys Thomas - March 23 at 11:57 AM

“

Dear Linda & Family,
Wayne was a friend going back to the days at Oak Grove. I always enjoyed visiting
with him about our hunting trips and his love for the outdoors. I know we'll see him
again in Glory one day. I pray our Lord will comfort each of you during this time of
grieving.
Dan Danielson

Dan Danielson - March 23 at 10:46 AM

“

Dear Linda and family. We are so sorry to hear about Wayne’s death. We send our
deepest condolences. Love and greetings from Olaug and Harald

Olaug Stokkeland - March 23 at 09:21 AM

“

My sympathy. You are a close family and have so many good memories.
My favorite memory of Wayne is going out in his boat while at Cayman.

Colleen - March 22 at 09:30 PM

“

Thanks, Colleen. He loved taking you and Chuck out on the boat.
Karn - March 23 at 08:47 AM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Wayne Kenneth
Monge.

March 22 at 09:24 PM

“

Dear Linda and family. .... I am so sorry to hear of Wayne's death, and yet I
remember his deep faith and know he is now without any distress. The thing I most
remember is his adoration for the women in his life. He loved you, his daughters and
granddaughters deeply. May your memories surround you with peace during this
time and may you know God is there with you.

Sandi Kimmet - March 22 at 09:17 PM

“

Hi Linda and family...Vicki and I have so many special memories of Wayne and our
Oak Grove days...and Linda, you and I go back to childhood days in Abercrombie...I
considered Wayne my best friend, and also a good friend to Vicki over many
years...We wanted to come home for the funeral, but with it being on Monday there is
just no was we can make connections that soon...Know that you and your family are
in our prayers, and we will see you this spring...God bless you and your family, and
God bless the memory of my friend, Wayne.

Richard O. Gunness - March 22 at 08:46 PM

“

the Lunch Ladies purchased the Divine Peace Bouquet for the family of Wayne
Kenneth Monge.

the Lunch Ladies - March 22 at 06:43 PM

“

Strength & Solace Spray was purchased for the family of Wayne Kenneth Monge.

March 22 at 06:05 PM

