Rev. Walter Nathaniel McDuffy Jr.
November 29, 1926 - September 16, 2019

Rev. Walter McDuffy, 92, beloved husband, father, father-in-law, and Pastor, passed away
on Monday, September 16, 2019 at Bethany Retirement Living in Fargo, ND.
Walter Nathaniel McDuffy, Jr. entered this world on November 29, 1926 in Chicago, IL.
Walter served in the United States Air Force from 1945-1949 and later served honorably
as a Chaplain Lieutenant Colonel for 28 years, retiring in 1981. Walter married Regina
“Jeannie” Smith on December 25, 1955.
Walter served the First Baptist Church congregation in Fargo, ND for many years. He
served as Assistant Dean of Intercultural Affairs at Concordia College in Moorhead, MN.
Leading by example, he served as a community activist for social justice all of his life.
From participating in the march on Washington, ministering to those who were shut in and
in need in the community, to filling sandbags during the floods in North Dakota;
compassion, commitment and hard work were lessons he learned from his father which
carried throughout his life. He was a great believer in serving the Lord by serving the
community.
Walter is survived by his daughters, Dianne McDuffy, Brooklyn Park, MN; Linda (Nick)
Wolf, Hinckley, MN.
He was preceded in death by his wife, Regina and son, David.
In lieu of flowers, memorials are preferred to First Baptist Church in Fargo, ND.
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First Baptist Church
1501 17th Ave. S., Fargo, ND, US, 58103

Comments

“

When I moved to Fargo and was looking for a home church I went to First Baptist
and he gave me a handshake and such a welcoming smile. He was a great man. I
will miss seeing him when I visit Fargo and the Christmas cards we exchanged after
we moved.

Connie Johns - September 24, 2019 at 02:14 AM

“

I met Walt when he served as chair of Moorhead Human Rights Commission. He
was a charter member of that group and he served so well! I learned much at his
side and enjoyed keeping in touch with him even after his service to the City
concluded. My condolences to his family. The world lost a great man, and you a
beloved father. Thanks for sharing him with the community of Moorhead!

Lisa Bode - September 20, 2019 at 10:03 PM

“

Walter was an incredible, kind man. He was always willing to lend a hand. I'll never
forget him lending a hand by playing Martin Luther King Jr. during a youth-led church
service.

Alex Torrance - September 20, 2019 at 08:19 PM

“

As a student, I worked with Walt in the Student Affairs office at Concordia. I'll always
remember his kind demeanor, and wonderful laugh.
Carrie

Carrie - September 20, 2019 at 12:15 PM

“

Diana, Becky, Dave, Sophia and Jon purchased the Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum
for the family of Rev. Walter Nathaniel McDuffy Jr..

Diana Wolf - September 19, 2019 at 08:28 PM

“

Walt was such a great and kind man. He always had time and encouraging words for
myself and the many other college kids he mentored during his time at Concordia. So
very sorry to hear of his passing.

Katrina - September 19, 2019 at 05:26 PM

“

Vivid Recollections was purchased for the family of Rev. Walter Nathaniel McDuffy
Jr..

September 19, 2019 at 11:20 AM

“

American Baptist Churches of the Dakotas purchased the Crystal Cross Bouquet for
the family of Rev. Walter Nathaniel McDuffy Jr..

American Baptist Churches of the Dakotas - September 19, 2019 at 10:07 AM

“

Walter was a beautiful soul. He will be missed, but God needed his good and faithful
servant.

Rhonda Bauer - September 18, 2019 at 10:38 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Walter Nathaniel McDuffy Jr..

September 18, 2019 at 04:42 PM

“

There's a lot of bad news but when you lose someone who added so much to your
life, it hits extra hard.
What can you say about Walt McDuffy's incredibly full life that isn't summed up in his
laughter and his welcoming spirit? He touched a thousand lives in his many servant
roles. I'm sure I'm not the only one he reliably (100%, all the time!) greeted with a
hug and a genuine interest in them. It didn't matter where or when and it was always
welcome, like the time we both cried over the passing of my dad; I think he held me
up, not an easy task given his stature and my, well, you know.
What all of us know is that the old chaplain and pastor lived his faith and showed it
every day. I will miss him.

Mark Covey - September 17, 2019 at 09:47 PM

“

“

i miss him Walter mcduffy
Kira Miller - September 18, 2019 at 06:28 PM

Welcome home good and faithful servant.

Luis Coca Jr - September 17, 2019 at 08:38 PM

