Vivian Jean Acuff
April 26, 1935 - September 5, 2020

Vivian's service can be viewed here: https://vimeo.com/457529428
Vivian Jean Gerrard Acuff, Mesa AZ, formerly Fargo passed away September 5, 2020 at
the age of 85 from Covid-19.
Vivian was born on April 26, 1935 in Sarles, ND. She moved to Bisbee, ND at the age of 5
and attended school there, graduating in 1953. Vivian then moved to Fargo. She married
Lester Engelke December 12th and together they raised 6 children near Kragnes, MN.
She worked at NDSU in the Plant Pathology Dept from 1968-1972. She then began a
rewarding career with IBM in Fargo. She married Jesse Acuff in 1974. In 1980 she
transferred to Denver retiring in 1992, returning to Fargo in 1994.
She was an active member of the National Federation of Music Clubs and held many
positions in the FM area Music Club and the ND Federation of Music Clubs. She was a
member of First Lutheran Church in Fargo where she sang in the Cathedral Choir. She
was a member of the Silver Follies while living in Fargo. Vivian also loved to attend the
symphony and opera. She worked for Hallmark Corp from 1999-2015, at which time she
moved to Mesa.
She is survived by her 6 children; Mary Jean (Dave) Richardson, Pelican Rapids, MN;
Jeffrey (Beth Wiley) Engelke, O’Fallon, MO; Michael (Jan) Engelke, Dilworth, MN; Patti
(Patrick) Schmaltz, Mesa, AZ; Paula Phipps, Mesa, AZ; Tim (Janet) Engelke, Nampa, ID;
8 grandchildren and 19 great grandchildren; Kari (Chris) Sweeney, Matthew & Josh;
Jake(Missie)Nelson, Caden, Jaxon and Thea; Justin (Cathryn) Schmaltz, Lyla, Mila,and
Patrick; Cassandra (Brad) King, Katelyn, Kiersten; Phillip (Jami) Hanson, Luke, Mark and
Ellie; Kris Richardson; Nicole (Bill) Schlosser, Hailey, Joseph, Noah and Ethan; Natalie
(Brandon) Rauen, Clara and Brady. One sister Janet Spaeth, Devils Lake, ND.
She was preceded in death by her parents, two brothers, Howard and Kenneth and son-

in-law Bill Phipps.
Visitation will be held Monday September 14th from 4-7 PM, with a prayer service at 7:00
PM at Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home, Fargo. At Vivian’s request, no funeral service will
be held. A private family burial will be held at Sunset Memorial Gardens, Fargo.
Memories and condolences may be shared at www.hansonrunsvold.com.
Arrangements by Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - Fargo, ND.
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Comments

“

A webcast video has been added.

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - September 13 at 04:08 PM

“

Vivian and I were roommates at several Federation Music conventions. She so
enjoyed all the concerts and singing in the chorus there. She dressed so beautifully
and appreciated every moment. She followed me as state president and did such a
great job hosting the National convention in Fargo. Most of all, she was such a terrific
friend and companion. Once when we had been to a convention in Virginia, she
loaded up the Subaru Outback with Jan Stoffel, me all our luggage and tons of
papers for the music club. My son came to pick me up in Fargo and couldn't believe
how we and all that stuff had fit into the Subaru. But we had had a great time. I miss
her so much, but she is at peace. It was wonderful watching the service and seeing
the beautiful family that I'd heard so much about. God bless you all. Pat Grantier

Pat Grantier - September 17 at 11:10 PM

“

Vivian and I worked together for Hallmark. We spent many long hour and many
adventures together. She was a wonderful women. It seems as hard as we worked
we always seemed to get away for lunch and/or a cookie break! She will be truly
missed. My thoughts and prayers to all family members. She always spoke so
proudly of you all.
Barb Arneson

Barb Arneson - September 14 at 06:02 PM

“

I worked with Vivian at Hallmark. One time we had to go out of town to work and
Vivian said she was tired so she went to her room. Well, some of us were out in the
hotel lobby chatting away so we decided to go get Vivian . She came out and sat with
us and talked and talked and talked. We were pretty tired the next day but it was so
worth it. Vivian was a lovely lady. She will be missed. My condolences to the family.
Colleen Kuhn

Colleen Kuhn - September 14 at 05:14 PM

“

Vivian and I worked together at IBM in Denver. She was so well loved and I enjoyed
our daily chats. She was a lovely lady. I am so sorry for your loss.

Claudia Cleveland - September 13 at 06:26 PM

“

Family of Vivian,
Many fun memories for the 20th Street girls! Vivian was part of my life growing up!
I lived a duplex away:) The twins and I ran back and forth raiding the fridges, having
sleep overs, and even in the blizzards she let us be together. Vivian was a
welcoming, peaceful and tough lady, I considered as a second Mom growing up !
Tho I haven't seen her in years, My memories are there forever!
Love,
Ann

Ann Boisjolie - September 13 at 03:26 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Vivian Jean Acuff.

September 12 at 01:41 PM

“

I remember when Paula and I were first married and we lived in Denver by Vivian
and family. When we would all go on a picnic together, Vivian would make
sandwiches for us all. At that time I did not like mayonnaise on my sandwiches, so
Vivian would always make my sandwiches with butter instead. Vivian was always a
very thoughtful person. She would put others concerns first over her own. I will never

forget Vivian, and how extremely fortunate I was to have known her. My thoughts and
prayers for Vivian and her wonderful family.
Keith Hanson - September 12 at 01:41 PM

“

I knew Vivian in the NFMC and enjoyed seeing her at the National Meetings. She
was such a nice lady and very nice to "this newcomer" to National many years ago..
My sympathies to Vivian's family.. Cynthia Elmore---a member of Virginia Federation
of Music Clubs and NFMC.

Cynthia Elmore - September 11 at 08:30 PM

“

So sorry to hear about the passing of Vivian. I worked with her in Denver at IBM. My
condolences to the family.

Charlene Clarkson - September 11 at 05:30 PM

“

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the family of Vivian Jean Acuff.

September 11 at 02:05 PM

“

Mary & Jim Bigler lit a candle in memory of Vivian Jean Acuff

Mary & Jim Bigler - September 10 at 08:45 PM

“

“

So sorry to see the passing of Vivian. She was a dear friend of my from choir at First
Lutheran. Very lovely lady. My deepest sympathy to the family
Marlene Saar

Marlene Saar - September 10 at 01:45 PM

