Virginia Stewart
January 22, 1923 - February 23, 2021

The family of Virginia V. Stewart sadly announces her passing on Tuesday, February 23,
2021, at Edgewood Vista in Fargo at the age of 98, under the care of Edgewood and
Hospice of the Red River Valley.
Virginia was born January 22, 1923, to George and Alta (Cotton) Wheat in Marshalltown,
IA. She grew up in Marshalltown and was the valedictorian of her high school class. After
attending business college, she worked in the Girl Scout office and the public library in
Des Moines, IA. On March 15, 1946, she married Robert (Bob) Stewart, who passed away
in 2007 shortly before their 61st anniversary. She and Bob lived in Ames and Des Moines,
IA, Omaha, NE, and Minneapolis (Edina), MN, before moving with their two children to
Fargo, ND, in 1965.
Virginia (Ginny) was an active member of Faith United Methodist Church in Fargo.
Besides being a homemaker, she did secretarial work for her husband’s company and
volunteered for Meals on Wheels and United Blood Services. She was often on the go to
support her children by attending sports, music, and theatre events, and she was a longtime patron of Straw Hat Summer Theatre as well as a number of local charities and
organizations. She and her husband participated weekly in couples bowling leagues from
1960-1984.
Virginia especially enjoyed reading, dining out, and traveling with family and friends. She
visited many countries and nearly every state in the U.S., and she and Bob made
Scottsdale, AZ, their winter home for several years. She loved Arizona’s warm, dry
climate, looking forward each year to her time there. Throughout her long life, she
constantly saw the good in everyone. Her cheerful, always optimistic outlook on life will be
greatly missed.
In addition to her husband, Virginia was preceded in death by her parents, her sister and
brother-in-law Maxine and William Young, and her niece Judith Reeves.

She is fondly remembered by her children Jeff (Margaret) Stewart, Apple Valley, MN, and
Beth (Jerry) verDorn, Sparta, NJ; and her grandchildren Anne (David) Cooke and
Elizabeth (Doug) Briese, Omaha, NE, Jake (Laura) verDorn, Saunderstown, RI, and Peter
(Erin) verDorn, Ponte Vedra, FL. She is also survived by her nephew Jay (Karen) Young
and family, North Branch, MN; her great-niece Amy (Mike) Sever and family, Tempe, AZ;
and six great-grandchildren: Andrew, Daniel and Jonathan Cooke, Benjamin, and Nora
verDorn, and Penelope verDorn.
The family wishes to thank Edgewood Vista and Hospice of the Red River Valley for their
skillful care. Memories and condolences can be shared at http://www.hansonrunsvold.co
m, and memorials may be directed to Faith United Methodist Church, Hospice of the Red
River Valley, or a charity of your choice.
A private memorial/celebration of life is planned for a later date. Virginia will be laid to rest
alongside her husband and other family members at Prairieville Cemetery in Marshalltow
n, IA.

Comments

“

I am late in sending condolences to you Beth and Jeff! I am so happy I was able to
share special time with your mom. I loved her so much, had such great times twice a
week for Two years! I will alway remember her as my favorite “Comfort Keepers”
friend…

joan strandlien - July 07 at 04:18 PM

“

Condolences to Beth and Jeff and their beautiful families on the death of their sweet
mom, grandma, and great-grandma. I'm sure you have many cherished memories!
She was a gracious lady and such an enthusiast about life, regardless of
circumstances. She took lemons and turned them into lemonade. Perhaps that's why
she lived a wonderful 99 years! She was so independent, taking everything in her
stride, always interested in the world around her - whether people, places or books.
Hers in an inspiring story of a truly happy marriage and a life well-lived.

Elizabeth Onstad - March 16 at 05:34 PM

“

“

Thank you, Elizabeth. We appreciate your wonderful description of Mom.
Beth verDorn - March 18 at 09:07 AM

Jeff and Beth and all the family - We send our warm Sympathy on the passing of
your Mom, Grandmother, Virginia. Many good memories of sharing the vibrant life of
families at Faith Methodist while growing up! I know that my mom, Marge and
Virginia kept busy with the various women's groups and enjoyed each other's
company. We will keep you all in our thoughts and prayers in these next months. We
also send condolences on behalf of Marge and Warren.
God Bless, Paul and Suzanne Opperman, Fargo.

Paul Opperman - March 04 at 01:11 PM

“

Thank you, Paul. We appreciate your kind words. So many of our good memories are
connected to the Faith Church family.
Beth verDorn - March 06 at 06:26 AM

“

Sorry to hear of the loss of your Mom. My Mom Lois Rieniets and Ginny enjoyed
each other’s company at Trollwood and also Edgewood Vista. They had many
afternoon’s tea parties. They are reunited again
Sue Ouellette

sue ouellette - February 27 at 10:27 AM

“

Thank you, Sue. Oh, yes, they had a great friendship! I always loved seeing your mom
(and enjoying her baked goods!) whenever I visited.
Beth verDorn - February 27 at 01:52 PM

“

6 files added to the tribute wall

Beth verDorn - February 26 at 05:18 PM

“

7 files added to the album Memories Album

Beth verDorn - February 26 at 05:12 PM

“

Lovely pic in AZ I presume. Brings back happy memories!
Elizabeth Onstad - March 16 at 05:20 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Peter verDorn - February 26 at 11:10 AM

“

“

Gorgeous pic.
Elizabeth Onstad - March 16 at 05:21 PM

What a wonderful couple! I have so many memories of both Bob and Ginny that I
couldn’t choose just one to share with you. Ginny was so enjoyable to be around. I
will always be grateful to them for including my father (Morry Broschat) in many of
the trips they took together. He always had a fun story about their trip. They were
very special friends and will never be forgotten. We will think of you and your family
often.

Kay Larson - February 24 at 08:40 PM

“

I so appreciated having Ginny as a friend. I have many memories of spending time together
as couples in a church "potluck" group - eating at Haugens after church on Sundays and
having meals together on Friday nights. Ginny and I also spent time together going to lunch
together and working on church projects together. (I also remember fondly that Morry (see
above) was a part of many of those times. Since Carlo and I moved to Loveland, CO we
have not seen Ginny in person for several years as Carlo has Alzheimers now and we do
not travel. The last time we saw Ginny was on a trip back when we had our small dog Dakota - with us and Ginny enjoyed her so much. Ginny was always so gracious and
positive. I also remember the love she had for her family and her telling about the trips you
took together. Martha and Carlo DiCicco
Martha and Carlo DiCicco - February 25 at 12:15 PM

“

Thank you, Kay and Martha. She loved spending time and traveling with friends! We
appreciate your kind words.
Beth verDorn - February 27 at 01:48 PM

