Virgil Dale Hilborn
May 25, 1926 - May 13, 2020

Virgil's Tribute Video can be viewed here:
https://www.tributeslides.com/tributes/show/JP9H4WHYQS694BKP
Virgil Hilborn, 93, of Fargo, died at Rosewood on Broadway on Wednesday, May 13, 2020
due to complications from the coronavirus.
Virgil Dale Hilborn was born to Henry Franklin and Alma (Bartz) Hilborn on May 25,1926 in
Deer River, MN. He attended schools in Jamestown, Spiritwood, Fargo, and Enderlin. In 1
944, Virgil joined the Army at the age of 18. He served in the Pacific Theater in WWII as a
gunner on an aviation fuel tanker and was honorably discharged in 1946. He returned to N
orth Dakota where he worked on the Northern Pacific Railroad as a rail repairman. He the
n attended Wahpeton State School of Science from 1947-1949 where he studied auto bod
y repair.
From 1949-1950, Virgil worked as a collision repairman at Central Motors in Jamestown. It
was during this time that Virgil frequented the Melody Cafe where a cute little waitress, by
the name of Marian Andrews, caught his eye and his heart. Virgil and Marian were marrie
d at St. John’s Lutheran Church in Jamestown on August 1, 1951.
As an Army Reservist, Virgil was called to serve during the Korean War in 1950. He was st
ationed at Camp McCoy, WI where he volunteered for the Airborne Rangers. In 1951, he g
ot his overseas orders and was scheduled to be in San Francisco on August 8, one week
after his wedding. After the ceremony and a short honeymoon, he headed west to report f
or duty. Virgil was stationed in Japan and was honorably discharged in 1952 with a rank of
Sergeant 1st Class. He always had a great love for the military.
Virgil and Marian moved to Fargo in 1952, where he worked at Overvold Motors (became
Selland Motors) until his retirement in 1993. They built their home on 8th Street off of 19th
Avenue in North Fargo. They are the last original owners on the block that was initially adj
acent to Barnett Field and the Red River Valley Fairgrounds.

Virgil was an enthusiastic North Dakotan, who embraced snow shoveling and 30° below w
eather. His shoveling skills were legendary and he maintained the most snow-free drivewa
y on Fargo’s North Side. It’s fitting that Virgil’s favorite treat was a Dairy Queen Blizzard. H
is grandsons have fond memories of riding with Grandpa to the Moorhead Dairy Queen in
his spotless 1980 El Camino.
Virgil was a man of many talents - an artist and a craftsman who was always busy working
on something. He designed and built everything from elaborate home additions and stone
walls to furniture and a speedboat. He was a skilled painter and his award-winning Christ
mas murals were a neighborhood attraction. He even wrote and recorded a song, Silver L
ake. There was almost nothing he couldn’t figure out how to do.
It wasn’t all work and no play. He loved to travel and took his family on epic road trips thro
ughout the US - his children still remember the snowball fight at Crater Lake in 1966. Virgil
and Marian also took many trips as a couple and traveled to Europe three times. He enjoy
ed both snow and water skiing and enthusiastically shared this passion with others. Dozen
s of people successfully water skied for the first time with Virgil behind the wheel. He also l
oved to skate - both ice and roller skating- which he continued into his later years.
Virgil was a member of the American Legion, VFW, and the Disabled American Veterans.
He joined Peace Lutheran Church in 1952 and was a gung-ho vocalist, whether he was in
the choir or congregation. He also made frequent visits to nursing homes and hospitals to
brighten the days of friends and family.
Virgil will forever be loved and deeply missed by Marian, his wife of 68 years; son Robert
(Sharon) Hilborn of San Diego, CA; daughter Diane Hilborn of Yellowstone National Park,
WY; and Douglas (Sandra) Hilborn of Gardiner, MT. Grandchildren Zachary Hilborn of Den
ver, CO; Adam Hilborn of San Francisco, CA; and Nikki Beerthuis-Webb of Gardiner, MT.
Brother Russell (Marlys) Hilborn of Valley City, ND; and many nieces and nephews.
He was preceded in death by his parents, brothers Lawrence Zaun, Wallace Hilborn, Clayt
on Hilborn, Richard Hilborn, Lloyd Hilborn, Ray Gordon Hilborn, and Frank Hilborn and sis
ters Gladys Hoekman, Helen Podenski, Vivian Thomas, Lola Goulding, and Beverly “Bett
y” Peterson.
Due to the Coronavirus, there will be no funeral at this time, but his family hopes to have a
service and gathering to celebrate Virgil’s life sometime this summer.
Virgil’s family would like to thank the loving, caring staff at Rosewood on Broadway. In lieu

of flowers, please send donations in memory of Virgil to The Alzheimer’s Research Found
ation (http://www.alzheimersresearchfoundation.com) or Peace Lutheran Church, Fargo.

Comments

“

My condolences to Marian and family. Sad to read of the passing of Virgil a few days
ago. So many times a person learns so much about someone by reading their
obituary. I am writing today on Memorial Day and loved reading about his military
service. I met Virgil nearly 40 years ago when I started working at Overvold Motors in
Fargo. He loved to razz me in good nature. Then for many years I served him in our
trade thru United Electric. In later years I enjoyed bringing Virgil paint products to his
home garage after he retired.. He lived an amazing life and I will always have great
memories of him!
Bob Hilsendeger

Robert Hilsendeger - May 26, 2020 at 12:16 AM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Sharon Anne Hilborn - May 25, 2020 at 11:55 PM

“

Hi All! Just wanted anyone that happens to watch Virgil's Tribute Video to pay
attention to the song "Silver Lake" as it was written and sung by Virgil!

Doug Hilborn - May 25, 2020 at 12:10 PM

“

It is with great sadness that I say "goodbye" to the person who was practically my
second Dad. Whether I was water skiing, hiking, camping, downhill skiing, hunting, or
just causing mischief - or Christmas, Thanksgiving, Memorial Day, or 4th of July - it
seemed that Virgil was always there - with his great smile and positive attitude. As
his mind slowly failed him, he reverted back to calling me "Teal", the name he had
given me as a teenager on our many duck hunting trips. It is a name I will always
treasure. A product of a rough childhood, Virgil learned to love and be loved, to care
about others, and to show others how to "do the right thing". It was also great to be a
close relative to the world's best body-man with 4 drivers in the family. He was strong
in his belief in a loving God, and I believe he is with Him now. My condolences to
Marian, Doug, Diane and Bob and to all the others who feel this great loss to our
family and our community.

Neil Christy - May 24, 2020 at 01:41 PM

“

Marion and family, my name is Karita Shockman and my mother Phyllis Duden
resides at Rosewood on Broadway. I was so sad to see that Virgil had passed. Virgil
was a wonderful person, and always had a big grin on his face. Marion, I’m so glad
we met and realized moms connection to Delores and Jamestown. I’m praying for all
of you and sending hugs.

karita Shockman - May 23, 2020 at 07:13 PM

“

Our thoughts are with you at this time. Many memories of Virgil from our time at
Peace. Virgil did a lot for many people and always accused us of taking advantage of
him but not to serious about that. Good memories of Virgil will always be with us.
Andy&Jan Fugle

Andy Fugle - May 20, 2020 at 01:15 PM

“

I was blessed with Virgil as my uncle. He showed me the importance of staying in
touch with family and friends by going to visit them. He and Marian came to spend
time with us several times even though we lived in eastern Iowa. They came to all
our major family events. That meant so much to us. When we would be back in North
Dakota they opened their home to us. Memories of Sundays at the lake - water skiing
and riding in his boat. I knew he meant it when he would tell me I was his favorite
niece from Iowa.

Audrey & Joe Keeney - May 20, 2020 at 12:08 PM

“

Dear Marion and family,
I am so sorry to hear about uncle Virgil. I have nothing but find memories of him. He
was an amazing person with so many talents and so much love to give. God bless
you all in this time of grief. All of you have a very special place in my heart. You are
in my prayers.
Love and hugs,
Linda Zaun, Hendrickson-Maack

Linda Maack - May 20, 2020 at 05:16 AM

“

Marian, Bob, Diane, Doug and families,
Where do I begin.. We were so sad to hear of Virgil’s passing. All of the memories of
growing up right next door to you came back to the forefront of my mind! Such a
wonderful neighborhood to grow up in! And Virgil, and all of you, were such a huge
part of that..All of the get togethers we had were so much fun! To me, Virgil was a
rock! He will be loved and missed by all who were fortunate enough to know him, and
we feel very blessed to be a part of that group. Keep all of your memories within your
heart.. he will always be there and he will never leave your side! Love and prayers to
all of you in this difficult time.
Mark and Peggy Samuels

Peggy Samuels - May 19, 2020 at 08:43 PM

“

Dear Marian and family,
I have fond memories of knowing you and Virgil when my ex wife Judy and I were
members of Peace Lutheran Church in Fargo. He was a great auto mechanic, and a
good Christian. Thank you for the beautiful obituary that I got to read in the online
(InForum) Fargo Forum. I've lived in Idaho since 1992, but keep up with things back
there through regular reading of the InForum. God's Peace be with you as you mourn
Virgil's death. My 89-year old aunt, Helen Humphrey, is a resident at Rosewood on
Broadway. In a phone conversation with her yesterday she said she knew Virgil when
he resided there.
FC "Chuck" Humphrey
Pocatello, Idaho

Fowler C (Chuck) Humphrey - May 19, 2020 at 09:18 AM

“

It was our good fortune to move into Vigil & Marian's neighborhood in 1977. I very
much enjoyed conversations with Virgil -- he was always very engaging, cordial and
sincere, while ready to share a smile and laughter. He was a talented craftsman,
settling for nothing short of perfection. Virgil epitomizes a life well lived.

Brad & Penny Kasson - May 17, 2020 at 10:44 PM

“

4 files added to the album Memories Album

Michelle C - May 17, 2020 at 06:04 PM

“

As I read Virgil's obituary this morning and could feel the love that he had for his
family and the love that all of you returned. I know just where that Dairy Queen is in
Moorhead across from Concordia. The clean cars, those too I remember.
But most of all I remember the kindness he showed our mother as she was at St.
Lukes Hospital in Fargo in 1985.
Virgil had a warm smile and a great heart.
Thoughts and prayers for Marian and the family.
Jeanne Anderson (granddaughter of Ella Bartz)

Jeanne Anderson - May 17, 2020 at 05:57 PM

“

Marian,
So sorry to hear of your loss. Condolences to you and your family. Prayers coming
your way.
Ryan and Julie Jagim

Ryan Jagim - May 17, 2020 at 03:44 PM

“

Marian,
I'm so sorry to hear about the passing of Virgil. I remember seeing you in the halls of
North High as a substitute teacher on almost a daily basis. I always hoped they
would choose you as my sub when I was sick because I knew the kids would behave
and that you would carry out the lesson plan perfectly. My condolences to you and
your family on the loss of your husband and companion for so many years.
Don Dumais

Don Dumais - May 16, 2020 at 07:22 PM

“

Although it has been a long time since Virgil and i have been in contact, his passing
brings back a flood of memories. All of them good. His last years have been tough all
his family and friends and now he has finally found peace. Goodbye old friend! he
will always hold a place in my heart. My sincere condolences to his Family.
Bob Courtney

Bob Courtney - May 16, 2020 at 11:11 AM

