Thomas Shafer
July 27, 1935 - April 3, 2022

View Tom Shafer's Funeral Service Here: https://vimeo.com/696256764
Tom's tribute video can be viewed here. https://www.tributeslides.com/tributes/show/ML9X
6BBPYW5TZ3PX
Thomas Mather Shafer of Fargo, ND, passed away on Sunday, April 3, 2022, at the age of
86. After several months of declining health, Tom died peacefully with his wife Marlys and
family by his side.
Thomas was born on July 27, 1935, to Stanley and Marguerite Shafer in Oakes, North
Dakota. The oldest of five children, Tom grew up in Fargo and attended Fargo Central
High School, lettering in football, basketball, and track. He played baseball for Fargo Post
2 in the summers. After graduating in 1953, he attended Concordia College in Moorhead,
where he played football. He enlisted in the Army in 1954 and served in Korea for one
year. When he returned from Korea, he enrolled at The University of North Dakota, where
he majored in Business Administration and was a member of the Sigma Alpha Epsilon
fraternity. While in college, he met Marlys Waldon. They graduated from UND in 1959 and
were married on July 9, 1961, in Moorhead, MN.
In 1963, Tom and Marlys opened the Shafer Employment Agency in downtown Fargo.
Over the next Thirty years, Tom helped thousands of people get jobs and was an active
part of the downtown Fargo business community. He was a member of the Administrative
Management Society (AMS), Kiwanis International, Toastmasters, and the Elks Club. He
was a member of First United Methodist Church for 83 years. Tom and Marlys raised two
daughters, Audrey and Sheila, and were supporters of Fargo North High School activities
and members of the Spartan Booster Club. After selling the
employment agency, Tom tried retirement for a few years. In 1997 he took over the
management of Riverside Cemetery in Fargo, a position he loved because he enjoyed
working with people and being immersed in Fargo's history. He worked at the cemetery
into his 80s. Tom's hobbies included stamp collecting, traveling, reading about history,

fixing things with duct tape, and anything connected to World War II.
Once his grandchildren were born, Tom's happiest moments were spent as a grandpa. He
loved planning special outings and taking his grandchildren out to eat or for a special treat.
He gave elaborate and detailed boat tours of Big Floyd Lake, made up stories and songs,
and always loved a good prank. As the grandchildren grew older, Tom and Marlys became
"super fans" and rarely missed a sporting event or school activity.
Tom is survived by his wife of 61 years, Marlys; his daughters Audrey (Jay) Erickson of
Fargo, ND; Sheila (Mitch) McLeod of Detroit Lakes, MN; his grandchildren Connor (Lexi)
McLeod of Fort Dodge, IA; Kirk McLeod of Kearney, NE; Jack Erickson of Moorhead, MN;
Kai McLeod of the U.S. Marine Corps, Oceanside, CA; Anna Erickson of St. Paul, MN;
Ellen Erickson of Fargo, ND; Tony McLeod of Detroit Lakes, MN; and Jordan McLeod of
Detroit Lakes, MN; and one great-grandchild Maren Mae McLeod of Fort Dodge, IA. He is
also survived by his siblings Judy Williams of Arizona, Dennis (Meg) Shafer of Arizona,
Sharon (Ray) Lill of Arizona, and Karen Lundblad (Lucy McIver) of Oregon;
brother-in-law David (Louise) Waldon of Minnesota; sister-in-law Gail Afseth of Texas,
along with numerous cousins, nieces, and nephews.
A celebration of Tom's life will be held on Saturday, April 9, 2022, at 10:30 am at First
United Methodist Church in Fargo. A visitation will be held one hour before the service.
Burial will take place at Riverside Cemetery in Fargo.
The family wishes to thank the staff at Eventide and Ethos Hospice for their care and
support.
People wishing to honor Tom are encouraged to make a donation to the Michael J. Fox
Foundation for Parkinson's Research at michaeljfox.org.

Cemetery Details
Riverside Cemetery - Fargo
2102 5th St. S.
Fargo, ND 58103
http://riversidecemeteryfargo.org/

Previous Events
Visitation
APR 9. 9:30 AM - 10:30 AM (CT)
First United Methodist Church
906 1st Ave. S.
Fargo, ND 58103
firstumc@firstumcfargo.org
http://www.firstumcfargo.org/

Funeral Service
APR 9. 10:30 AM (CT)
First United Methodist Church
906 1st Ave. S.
Fargo, ND 58103

Tribute Wall
Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home created a Tribute Video in memory of Thomas
Shafer

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - April 09 at 03:44 PM

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home created a Webcast in memory of Thomas
Shafer

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - April 05 at 03:36 PM

PP

Marlys and family I just watched the photo tribute of Tom. Such a great fellow who
was so friendly and kind to all. George used to love to visit with him when he’d go
to Riverside. When our Nancy died I called him from Eden Prairie and bought lots
from him sight unseen and he gave us a wonderful spot. I was so grateful to him.
Blessings to all of you as you grieve the loss of Tom, an exceptional guy
Patti Pratt
Patti Pratt - April 11 at 05:47 PM

GN

Tom had his office down the hall from our Nelson Optical Co...RIP friend
Greg Nelson - April 09 at 11:01 AM

GN

Tom had his office on the same floor as Nelson Optical..RIP friend
Greg Nelson - April 09 at 10:59 AM

MS

Marlys, Audrey & Shelia, Thoughts & prayers are with you & your families. I
always enjoyed talking with Tom. He had lots of great stories to talk about. It's
always something I'll remember & cherish.
Marcus Stalboerger
Moorhead, MN
Marcus Stalboerger - April 08 at 08:44 PM



Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of
Thomas Shafer.

April 08 at 08:21 AM

RW

Having a cup of coffee, with Tom, Sunday morning, after church was the very
best way to start your week. He was always positive, always smiling and so very
personable. And imagine, he had this same impact on dozens of people each and
every week through out his life. God bless you Tom, family and friends. We'll
remember you and smile with every cup of joy.
Randy & Robyn Wimmer
Randy Wimmer - April 07 at 11:26 AM

RA

We are all so sorry to hear of Tom's passing. He had a gift of Fargo history. He
could start a conversation with someone and connect them to someone he knew.
His dedication to the Cemetery over the years is not forgotten.
Riverside Cemetery Association - April 06 at 05:58 PM

RA

We are all so sorry to hear of Tom's passing. He had a gift of Fargo history. He
could start a conversation with someone and connect them to someone he knew.
His dedication to the Cemetery over the years is not forgotten.
Riverside Cemetery Association - April 06 at 05:56 PM

LE

My sympathy goes out to your family. I went to Shafer Employment Agency in
1974 for my first job in Fargo where I worked for 12 years! I was extremely
nervous and Tom was so patient and kind to me. I will never forget what a great
experience it was.
Lyn Manuel Erickson - April 06 at 04:13 PM

NJ

Hey there BEST FAMILY EVER - or so Tom always told me....you are in my
thoughts and prayers. Tom always had a warm smile, a great story or
remembrance, a hug, and an affirmation of the day. His spirit will always live with
us because he taught by word and deed that 'attitude of gratitude'. N&N
Nancy and Neil Jordheim - April 06 at 03:40 PM

JF

Jeff and Kristi Johnson Family purchased the Love Everlasting
Bouquet for the family of Thomas Shafer.

Jeff and Kristi Johnson Family - April 05 at 11:16 PM

JT

Will always remember Tom cheering us girls on at the swim meets. So sorry for
your loss, Sheila. My prayers are with you and your family.
Jill
Jill Rudh Tracy - April 05 at 08:40 PM

RG

To Tom’s family… i’ve had many conversations with Tom over the years about the
military, Fargo, Fargo Parks etc…Always engaging, kind and very much a
gentleman… Tom, Fargo will miss you and so will I…. God bless your memory…
Rest in peace Tom, till we meet again…Sincerely, Roger G Gress
Roger G Gress - April 05 at 03:02 PM

PE

Dear Marlys, Audrey, Sheila and Family,
I am so very sorry for your loss. I always loved talking with Tom, as he was
always so interested in everything I was doing. He was a fantastic listener his
stories were always funny. I still remember him telling me about his high school
track days. He was running in front, but could hear someone coming up behind
him. He couldn't run any faster and he didn't want to be passed, so he tackled the
runner coming up behind him.
I miss you all and am sorry that I won't be able to attend the funeral. You all are in
my thoughts and prayers.
Much love,
Patty and Todd Edlund
Patty Edlund - April 05 at 12:58 PM

ST

Marlys , Audrey, Sheila and Family, Sorry to hear of Tom's passing , Sending
prayers and Hugs!!
Stacy & Leo
STACY - April 05 at 10:55 AM

SR

STACY & LEO ROGNLIN lit a candle in memory of Thomas
Shafer

STACY & LEO ROGNLIN - April 05 at 10:50 AM



Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of
Thomas Shafer.

April 05 at 10:48 AM



Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of
Thomas Shafer.

April 05 at 03:30 AM

