Thomas Lee Richmond
February 5, 1935 - October 14, 2021

Thomas's memorial service will be streamed here. https://vimeo.com/639722407
Thomas Richmond passed away on Thursday, October 14, 2021, at Bethany on University
in Fargo, ND, and was cared for by Ethos Hospice during his last weeks. He was 86 years
old.
Thom was born in 1935 in Kalamazoo, MI, to Roy and Dorothy Richmond, as the family's
youngest sibling. Thom was predeceased by his wife, Audrey, and his son, Roy Richmon
d, and by his sister and brother-in-law Jean and William Chope and brother and sister-in-l
aw Jack and Marilyn Richmond of Kalamazoo, MI. Thom is lovingly remembered by his da
ughter, Lisa Richmond, also of Fargo, ND, and by his nieces Debra Hughes (Bill) and Nan
cie Closson (Dan) and Nancie's children; by his nephew John Richmond (Patty) and their
daughter; and by nephew Paul Richmond (now deceased) and his surviving wife Mary Va
ndenBerg Richmond and their children-all of Kalamazoo, MI.
Thom showed an early interest in music, especially jazz, and started playing trombone wit
h local bands in clubs while he was still a teenager, sometimes sneaking out of his home a
t night to do so. He also found that he enjoyed working on various musical groups' arrange
ments, spanning from combos to full concert-size bands. After a freshman year spent at th
e University of Michigan, he returned home due to family illness and eventually graduated
with a Bachelor's degree in music and education from Western Michigan University in 195
6. He taught junior high school English after graduating and served in the U.S. Army from
1957-58, spending time in Germany, where he worked with many different small jazz band
s as well as with the U.S. Army Band.
He married fellow educator Audrey Meyers in 1960, and the couple soon moved to East L
ansing so that Thom could earn his Ph.D. in music composition from Michigan State Unive
rsity. Together the couple had two children, Lisa and Roy (1965-2009). In 1967, Thom took
a position with the music department at Concordia College in Moorhead, MN, and the fami
ly began its life in Fargo-Moorhead. There he taught music composition courses until retire

ment in 2000, helping many young people to learn to love scoring and writing music. Seve
ral of his compositions have been played by the FM Symphony, as well as by other region
al orchestras in the U.S. Thom and Audrey sold their Hawthorne neighborhood home at th
e outset of their retirement, moving into a condominium near downtown Fargo which was t
heir home until Audrey's death in 2018. Thom and Audrey enjoyed being active members
of the FM Unitarian Universalist Church throughout their entire lives in Fargo, having met
originally at Kalamazoo's Unitarian congregation. Thomas served on Essentia Health's pat
ient advisory board during his retirement and continued with a lively interest in jazz and co
ntemporary American orchestral and choral music. Thom had a keen sense of humor and,
like his spouse, was a great lover of movies and documentaries. His lifelong love of readin
g was passed down to both his children.
A celebration of Thom's life will be held at Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home at 215 7th Str
eet South in Fargo, ND, on Thursday, October 28. Visitation starts at 10:30 a.m. with the s
ervice at 11:00 a.m., followed by a luncheon reception at the same location.
In lieu of flowers, memorial gifts may be made to the Unitarian Universalist Church of Farg
o-Moorhead or to the American Civil Liberties Union. Condolences for the family may be o
ffered online on the Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home website, http://www.hansonrunsvold.
com.
Arrangements entrusted to Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home-Fargo, ND.
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Comments

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

sherwood snyder - October 29, 2021 at 11:34 AM

“

Just stumbled upon the news and am devastated. Thom and I were joined at the hip
for one glorious year as we put together the Brown and Gold Fantasies production of
my PURPLE FEATHERS on the campus of Western Michigan University in
Kalamazoo, 1957. He composed several of the tunes to my lyrics and served as the
conductor for the orchestra assembled for the show. It was a magical time. He was a
fine musician and a fine human being. I send Lisa and the family my warmest
condolences

sherwood snyder - October 28, 2021 at 03:05 PM

“

I knew Thom as a faithfully attending member of the Fargo Moorhead UnitarianUniversalist Church. He had been a long-time member when I showed up in 1999. I
always enjoyed at least a word or two with him after service -- sometimes quite a bit
more. We would often discuss a point of moral or ethical ideas that had come up. But
what I liked most was talking to him about music. I loved hearing about his big band
days, but we would also talk about everything from the symphony to some silly song
we did with the children. [That's another thing -- he had a care for the kids. He would
learn their names and talk with them in a way that not many adults do.] He could talk
about any music, but he loved especially jazz -- and fortunately for our
conversations, the radio where I worked played a fair amount of jazz. He knew way
more than me, but I could keep up well enough to have him stay interested. I was so
glad he was able to join church services the last several months by Zoom -- and glad
also to have spent some time talking with him on the phone on several occasions. To
me, he has been an amiable, intelligent and constructive presence. I will miss him.

Bill Thomas - October 27, 2021 at 09:00 PM

“

Thom saw me grow from a small child to an adult at the FMUU, and he put in the
effort to ask how I was doing at every step along the way. I will remember him as a
friendly, generous soul who was always eager to buy Girl Scout cookies, and who
really cared about what I was doing in my life. His kindness continues to make an
impact.

Leewana Thomas - October 27, 2021 at 07:49 PM

“

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the family of Thomas Lee Richmond.

October 26, 2021 at 11:32 AM

“

We are so sorry to hear of the passing of Thom, an old neighbor and friend. Thom
and Audrey became our neighbors when we moved into their neighborhood, a block
away on 7th St S (1976). We had many a good time with them at neighborhood get
togethers over the years and were sad to see them move, We saw them occasionally
when they drove thru their old neighborhood and stopped to visit when they saw us
out in the yard. In fact that is how we last saw and talked to Thom, on one of his drive
byes. That old house of theirs's, 6th St S, will always be the Richmond house to us.
Thanks for the memories, Thom and Audrey. Our condolences to the family.
Bruce & Sandy Johannes

Bruce & Sandy Johannes - October 25, 2021 at 06:49 PM

“

I knew Thom as a member of the Fargo-Moorhead Unitarian-Universalist Church. He was
very faithful in attendance, and I understand was already a longtime member when I
started in 1999. To me, he was an amiable, intelligent, and constructively critical presence.
He made friends with many. I loved talking to him about music, including his time as an
Armed Forces big band player. We'd also discuss moral and ethical points that came up in
our services. As someone myself who worked a lot with the children, I appreciated that
Thom always spent some time with them. It was wonderful that he was able to join us on
Zoom these last several months.
Bill Thomas
Bill Thomas - October 27, 2021 at 07:29 PM

