Steven Joseph Hanzal
January 19, 1953 - January 10, 2020

Steven J. Hanzal, age 66, was born January 19, 1953 in Rochester, MN to Joseph J. and
Mary (nee Reid) Hanzal. He graduated from Mayo High School in Rochester and later
attended Moorhead State University in Moorhead, Minnesota. He met Yvonne Helfenstein
during college and they were wed on June 21, 1975 in Ashley, North Dakota.
During his professional career, Steve attended Minot State University via correspondence
and completed an Associate’s Degree in Developmental Disabilities. He later finished his
Bachelor’s Degree in Anthropology, graduating from the University of MinnesotaMoorhead in 2000.
Steve worked in construction and restaurant business for several years before moving to
Jamestown, ND and beginning his career at the Anne Carlsen Center in 1984. He worked
there for 18 ½ years in the residential and educational departments serving children and
adolescents with multiple disabilities.
While a member of Atonement Lutheran Church in Jamestown he served on the church
council and parish fellowship committee. He was responsible for the church’s Food Pantry
program and was active in leadership roles with the Boy Scouts of America for 10 years.
Steve enjoyed bird hunting, fishing and refinishing antique furniture. He was rarely seen
without a dog by his side. He resided in Fargo, ND for the past 8 years and was a member
of Messiah Lutheran Church.
Steve is survived by son, Joshua and daughter-in-law, Maria of Beaverton, Oregon; his
brother Joseph, wife Karen and son Jack of Largo, Florida; three sisters, Mary Ellen
(Hanzal) her husband and son Harley and Jacob Alink of Mountainburg, Arkansas, Anne
(Hanzal) Ogeletree her daughter Codye, son Jedidiah and husband Mike of La Center,
Kentucky, and Jeanie Hanzal of Comfort, Texas. He was preceded in death by his wife,
Yvonne Hanzal, parents and grandparents.

Steve is also survived by Yvonne’s siblings, Yvette (Doug) Nasset, Runette (Dean)
Schultz, Ryan (Cheri) Helfenstein; nieces and nephews: Nichole Gleason, Michael Walz,
Tiffany Voigt, Marlee Oelke, Christian Nasset, Colin Helfenstein, Kiana Helfenstein, Mandy
Henderson; and eleven grand nieces and nephews.

Events
JAN
24

Visitation

10:00AM - 11:00AM

Messiah Lutheran Church
2010 Elm Street North, Fargo, ND, US, 58102

JAN
24

Memorial Service

11:00AM

Messiah Lutheran Church
2010 Elm Street North, Fargo, ND, US, 58102

Comments

“

I worked with Steve at Anne Carlson Center for several years. He was always very
kind and offered a helping hand when I needed it. My sincere condolences for your
loss.

Terri Rosemore Bostan - January 25, 2020 at 11:59 AM

“

I breathe, yet; I cannot breathe.
The grief just barely gives way enough to pen these sentiments. The world has
become a much darker place in these days beyond the loss of Steven. Shakespeare
says, "No legacy is so rich as honesty." Dare I say we live in times where honesty is
folded into the night of despair and heroes are scorned with disdain because they
survive capture and torture. The surge of brutality of our times was heroically
countered by Steven in his rich life and his heroism triumphant in his legacy. He was
a hero in the life he lived and a mentor for courage in the life hereafter.
When Elaine and I traveled to Fargo, we always celebrated our journey with a dinner
at Olive Garden with Steven. Pointedly and vividly Steven would enrich us with his
world view. No world view more delicate and thoughtful than his passion for the
children and youth he nurtured at Anne Carlsen Center for Children. As we
reminisced, I remember times when this quiet, reserved man would come alive with
fury and passion when a sometimes callous and selfish public would thoughtlessly
ridicule and mock the charges he protected. It was a sight to behold. It was a theme
unexhausted and taken to heart as I learned from the lessons he taught from his
credo the Five (He)arts of Caring.
And finally, I remember a time forever when Steven gave us a rendition of "The
Music of the Night", from the Phantom of the Opera. It was a sound to behold. And I
still hear it this very night. So I will end this tribute. Turn off our lights. Silence all our
sound in our home. Open a window and listen one more time for that song in this
dark night and recall all the love he gave to the children he nurtured and the people
he loved.
I breathe, yet; I cannot breathe. Good bye Steven.

Elaine & gene Haugen - January 24, 2020 at 02:31 AM

“

Steve,
See you later my friend and enjoy the journey! Thanks for getting me all wet at Valley
Fair my friend. Until we meet again, love you forever.
Arnie Kuhn

Arnie Kuhn - January 23, 2020 at 07:28 PM

“

Josh, and extended family,
We are so sorry to hear of your loss, and send prayers of comfort to you all. May you
share stories, memories, and even laughter as you remember Steve, and the life he
lived. He was always kind, considerate, and a joy to be around. May you find peace
in knowing he is now with his Yvonne. hugs and prayers,
Donna and Delbert Eszlinger

Donna and Delbert Eszlinger - January 23, 2020 at 04:26 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Steven Joseph Hanzal.

January 23, 2020 at 01:33 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Steven Joseph
Hanzal.

January 23, 2020 at 09:46 AM

“

Ryan and Nettie Families purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family of Steven
Joseph Hanzal.

Ryan and Nettie Families - January 21, 2020 at 12:16 PM

“

Michael and Young McCormick purchased the Vivid Recollections for the family of
Steven Joseph Hanzal.

Michael and Young McCormick - January 20, 2020 at 03:53 AM

“

I am so very sorry Josh. He loved you, and your mom, so deeply. Please hold that
close to your heart. He showed me the challenges and success of living life with
chronic conditions with dignity. It was my honor to know him, and Yvonne. May God
be with you and your extended family.

Sandi Kimmet, RN, FCN - January 17, 2020 at 08:24 PM

“

Josh and Maria I am so sorry for your loss. Steve was a wonderful man. So kind,
patient and strong. I am honored to have known him.

cynthia Schaar - January 17, 2020 at 07:49 AM

