Sondra Paustian
July 20, 1941 - October 30, 2019

After a life well lived, Sondra “Sandi” Marie (Waller) Paustian, 78, passed away on
Wednesday October 30, 2019, at her home in Fargo.
Sandi was born in Crookston, MN on July 20, 1941 to Howard and Gladys (Horge) Waller.
Sandi was baptized and confirmed at Trinity Lutheran Church in Crookston. Sandi grew up
in Crookston with her sister Shirley and attended Crookston Central High School. She
could usually be found at the ice rink figure skating or playing hockey.
On March 2, 1968, Sandi married Chris Paustian in Crookston, MN. They made their
home in Grand Forks, ND while Chris attended the University of North Dakota and Sandi
worked at JC Penney. They welcome their first child, Christian, in 1970. They relocated to
Sioux Falls, SD and welcomed their second child, Timothy, in 1973. In 1975, they moved
to Grafton, ND, where they lived until 1985. In 1985, they moved to Mitchell, SD, where
they lived until 2016, when they moved to Fargo, ND. Sandi committed her life to raising
her two boys, including teaching them how to throw a baseball and football. She took
great pride in her work in Mitchell at the County Fair Food Store nursery.
Sandi was a master seamstress and excelled at counted cross stich, completing
numerous projects every year. She was a member of the Embroiderers’ Guild of America
and First Lutheran Church in Fargo. Sandi had a very strong faith which was
demonstrated throughout her struggle with ovarian cancer, which she beat.
Sandi was blessed to have another girl in the family when Tim married Alyssa (Larson)
Paustian in 1998. Sandi’s love for Alyssa was evident from the moment they met. Two
grandsons, Zachary and Andrew, followed in 1999 and 2003.
Sandi’s pride and joy were her grandsons. She lit up whenever they were around. Even
when her health declined, you could not keep her away from their activities, especially
hockey. She enjoyed hearing about their other activities, including football and track, and
their school work. One of her favorite activities with them was shaking dice, and she would

never let them win
Sandi is survived by her husband of 51 years, Chris Paustian, Fargo, ND; sons, Christian
Paustian, Surprise, AZ, and Tim Paustian, Fargo, ND, her two grandsons, and many
nieces and nephews. Sandi was preceded in death by her parents Howard and Gladys
Waller and her beloved dog Bubba.
Sandi’s family is extremely grateful for the staff at Hospice of the Red River Valley for their
care, support, and kindness over the past year.
Memorials are preferred to be given to Hospice of the Red River Valley.
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Comments

“

Chris, Christian, Tim, and family, we were sorry to hear of Sandi's passing. She and
Chris had such a strong bond, and when I think of her, I think of her easy laugh. We
talked to them shortly before they moved to Fargo and they were both so excited to
be near the grandkids. Tim, we appreciated the Christmas card you sent a couple of
years ago. Your folks have left you a legacy: a living example of a successful and
dedicated marriage and the living example that you should laugh every day. That is
the greatest thing you can do in her memory because that is her spirit. You are
always too young to lose a parent, but I hope you take the time to share memories of
her with your kids.
Blessings to your family...
Deb and Ron Dusseau
formerly from Mitchell

Deb Dusseau - November 14 at 04:58 AM

“

Chris and kids and grandkids I am so sorry for your loss of Sandy you two were big
Assets in the Mitchell Community for years however I hadn't realized you moved I
wondered why I hadn't seen either of your round butt from August of 2015 until
December 29th of 2017 I was my mom's sole caretaker she had been diagnosed
with leukemia and when I lost her I lost a big part of my heart just like I did with Dad
they thought the world of you and I always did too I'll continue to keep meet you all in
my thoughts and prayers just remember she's in a better place called Paradise
waiting for you one day.

Mary Eichman - November 07 at 11:31 AM

“

Chris so sorry for your your loss and your two boys lost and your daughter-in-law and
grandkids Sandy will be greatly missed I wonder how come I haven't seen her
around I didn't realize you guys moved to Fargo in 2016 mom passed away the end
of December of 2018 from leukemia she was diagnosed in July of 2000 15 and I was
her sole caretaker it was time to reverse rules for a change and I love every minute
of it I even got a kiss goodbye from her we were two peas in a pod and she's greatly
missed just like Sandy will be from all of you and I'll be keeping you all in my
thoughts and prayers.

Mary Eichman - November 07 at 11:25 AM

“

Chris and Sons of Sandy she will be greatly missed she always was a good to see
when I went to County Fair and I know my mom and dad were great friends have
both of yours she surely will be missed I didn't even realize you guys moved to Fargo
I with my mom's caretaker from 2016 to December 27th of 2017 when she passed
away from leukemia so she's with my dad now she passed away on their 69th
wedding anniversary but I sure miss her and I know you will miss Andy and I will too I
wonder how come I haven't seen you guys around but now I know why you're in
Fargo you take care of Chris you're in my thoughts and prayers as always so sorry
for your lost.
Mary Eichman ( Mitchell SD

Mary Eichman - November 07 at 11:23 AM

“

1 file added to the album Sandi Family

Alyssa - November 04 at 08:28 PM

“

72 files added to the album Memories Album

Alyssa - November 04 at 08:26 PM

“

So saddened to hear of Sandi’s passing. She wassuch fun to work with at County
Fair. My deepest sympathies go out to Chris and family

Sue VanderHeiden - November 03 at 09:26 PM

“

We were so sorry to hear of Sandi's passing. There are such fun memories of her
while living in Grafton. As part of the "Girls, Girls, Girls" singing group, she added a
lot of life to our practices and programs. I still have the jar lid she gave to each of us
with Girls, Girls, Girls cross-stitched on the lid. She was such a thoughtful person and
will be missed by so many.
Neil and Liz Daby

Liz Daby - November 03 at 04:58 PM

“

I am so indebted to Sandy as she brought me into EGA and there I found wonderful
“stitching” friends. She was such a kind dear lady. She adored her boys as was
obvious in the stories she would tell.
Sandy... Rest In Peace

Barb Feilmeier - November 03 at 02:10 PM

“

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the family of Sondra Paustian.

November 03 at 02:06 PM

“

Mark and I enjoyed meeting and visiting with Sandi and Chris went they came to
Arizona to visit Christian. I saw the love and admiration they shared. Beautiful family.
Sandi will be missed.

Mark and Robyn Peterson - November 03 at 12:10 PM

“

I am so sorry for your loss. Chris, you and Sandi were such a big part of Mitchell for
so many years.
Thoughts and prayers are with you for comfort and peace..
Susan Kiepke

Susan Kiepke - November 02 at 12:43 PM

“

We are deeply saddened to have learned of Sandi's passing, and extend our
sympathies to Chris and family for their great loss. Though regrettably, we have not
seen the Paustians over many years, Sandi had led a full life accomplishing many
great feats while overcoming many health challenges while entertaining many of us
countlessly over our working years through her many ancestral "stories" that always
left us smiling. Prayers headed your way, family and friends.

Terry & Shirley Sullivan - November 02 at 11:29 AM

“

Sandi was such great woman and asset to the Mitchell community. She and Chris
were dear friends of my parents and we were were all sad to see them leave but
knew their heart was in North Dakota. Condolences to Chris and family.

Laurie Eichman Cooper - November 01 at 07:56 PM

“

Sorry to learn of Sondra’s passing. My son and her sons were friends as we met
through the boys. She was a friendly and caring person. She always had a kind word
or amusing story. My deepest sympathy to her family.

Vicki Lurken Heimsoth - November 01 at 05:14 PM

