Shirley Setsuko Tietz
November 12, 1951 - June 24, 2020

Prayer Service will be streamed here at 7pm, July 8, 2020: https://vimeo.com/432636961
Funeral Service will be streamed here at 2pm, July 9, 2020: https://vimeo.com/436891124

Visitation will be Wednesday, July 8, from 5-7 pm with a prayer service and time for
sharing following at 7 pm. The funeral service will be at 2 pm, Thursday, July 9. Both
services will take place at First Lutheran Church (Fargo).
Shirley was born in Bozeman, Montana, on Nov. 12, 1951, the daughter of Dorothy and
Gabriel Wada. She grew up in Three Forks, Montana, where she graduated from Three
Forks High School in 1970. She met Thomas Daniel Tietz while attending Montana State
University.
Shirley married Tom on September 4, 1971, in Three Forks, Montana. Tom and Shirley
then began their journey together in Bozeman, Montana. They moved to Great Falls,
Montana (1973), where they welcomed their first child, Angela. In 1975, the family moved
to Malta, Montana, where their son Chris was born. Shirley and Tom moved to Sidney,
Montana, in 1978, where they welcomed two more children, Deanna and Jessica. In 1985,
they moved to Williston, North Dakota. Shortly after all their children graduated, Shirley
and Tom moved to Huron, South Dakota (2006). In 2011, they had the opportunity to move
closer to family, so they made the move to Fargo, North Dakota.
While living throughout Montana, Shirley was involved in her community and churches. In
Williston, Shirley took on a more active roll in both her career and as a woman of faith. Her
children always came first; therefore, her career paths needed to work around the
schedules of her children. Some of her work included being a florist, seamstress,
managing a gift shop, running an arcade, and working in Human Resources. Shirley had a
fun connection when she worked at the Health Unit, which was formerly the local hospital.
She worked on the same floor Tom was born on over 40 years earlier. Shirley was a
volunteer at First Lutheran Church (Williston) on the education board as the education

superintendent and department leader.
Once Shirley moved to Huron, South Dakota, she worked as the Director of Youth and
Family Ministry at Our Saviors Lutheran Church. She was the type of leader that loved to
jump on the roller coasters and attend camp with her youth groups. Even though they
enjoyed Huron, moving to Fargo brought them closer to family. Shirley began her service
at First Lutheran Church (FLC) as the Small Group and Youth Coordinator. Most recently,
she focused on member relations and coordinating volunteers.
Besides marrying her husband (Tom), Shirley’s greatest gifts were her four children, nine
grandchildren, and one great-grandchild. She truly was their biggest cheerleader. Shirley
was more than just a friend’s mom or grandma; for some, she was a “mom,” she was also
known as the “neighborhood grandma.” When you walked into the Tietz home, you were
welcomed and loved, even if you were just stopping by for sugar-filled goodies. She spent
time sewing everything from prom dresses to scarves for an entire swim team, and you
can’t forget the unique birthday cakes she made for family and friends.
Shirley mentored several teens through not only their journey to confirmation but also in
faith. As the volunteer coordinator for FLC, everyone joked that they couldn’t say no to
Shirley, but they enjoyed the opportunities they were provided. Many at FLC won’t look at
a ‘yellow shirt’ the same.
Shirley is survived by her husband Tom and children, Angela (Ryan) Lindley of Olympia,
WA and their children Collyn, Alexa, and Akyra; Chris (Vecta) Tietz of Mandan, ND, and
their children Trevin and his son Sylas, and Treys; Deanna (Matt) Monson of Fargo, ND,
and their children Ayden, Damen, Kamden, Braxton; and Jessica Tietz of Thornton, CO;
niece, Michele (Craig) Hedquist of Casper, WY and their children; Samson, Aryn, and
Paul; nephew, Jeff Wada of Phoenix, AZ; and niece Kimara (Kayn) Bernard.
Shirley was preceded in death by her parents Gabriel and Dorothy Wada, brother Gabriel
Jr. Wada, and her great-nephew Braxton Hedquist.
Shirley always loved flowers, but she also dedicated her life to helping others. She would
love a memorial donation to the First in Mission Fund at First Lutheran Church.
Shirley's Tribute Video can be viewed here:
https://www.tributeslides.com/tributes/show/YZ79WHKH9H8NSF95
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Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - July 08 at 10:47 AM

“

A webcast video has been added.

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - June 25 at 04:56 PM

“

Tom and Family: My condolences on your loss.
Dean Hofman

Dean Hofman - 8 hours ago

“

Dear Tom, and family,
Even though it has been many years since we last met. But, you all have always
been in hearts, thoughts and prayers. I really enjoyed seeing the pictures of your
family and friends, and activities, which indicates to me that you all had a wonder and
full life together, and I am very glad for you all. I also enjoyed hearing the stories and
tributes of Shirley shared, especially how she loved and served people and her
Savior, which was her joy. The joy of the Lord is our strength. In our feelings, Shirley
is gone too soon. But, the Lord has called her to Himself to hear the words of grace
and love, well done good and faithful servant, enter into the joy of your Lord. So, I
was encouraged and edified by the testimonies of such a life. The Lord's grace and
peace and comfort be with you and your family in these days of loss by the bountiful
supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ.
Love Henry Nakayama

Henry Nakayama - Yesterday at 10:01 PM

“

3 files added to the album Memories Album

Henry Nakayama - Yesterday at 09:47 PM

“

Angela,
My thoughts and prayers are with you and your family. Your mom was one of the
most fun, happy and energetic people I've ever met. She was always so nice and
willing to talk. I will always remember her as our Girl Scout leader and all the projects
she dragged us into! I have not seen you or her in quite a while, but I wanted to
express my sincere condolences for you and your family's loss.
Thinking of you
Becky Wagner

Becky Wagner - Yesterday at 04:23 PM

“

Tom and Family,
Shirley was one of those spectacular people who light up a room just by walking into
it.
Her smile changed your attitude to positive even
on your worst day. Her voice was always kind and loving. Shirley had this unique way
of even in a busy rush ... still stopping and taking the time to help someone, hug
them, answer a question, or just give a few moments of her time... like I imagine
Jesus doing. People are important to her which is why she is so loved!
Peyton Riley is right ... First Lutheran Church won't be the same without Shirley's
greetings and warm sincere hugs. She always made our boys feel like family and like
her favorite people in the whole world ... which is how she effortlessly made so many
people feel.
We will miss her greatly! But we are so happy for HER that she was chosen to go
HOME where there is joy beyond belief. At the same time we feel sad that Shirley
had to go. We know that if OUR grief is this much, the mourning for her from you, her
loving family, is an even greater daily longing. We pray that God will comfort you till
you get to see her again.

Thank you for sharing your Shirley with our family. She was an awesome gift!
Much love and hugs.
The Bauder Family:
Michael, Melissa, Cameron, and Peyton
Melissa Bauder - July 08 at 12:25 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Shirley Setsuko Tietz.

July 07 at 08:43 PM

“

We want to send Shirley's family so much love. She was such a special and loving
person. We will miss her so much as part of our First Lutheran church family.
Tim, Kelly, Morgan and Jack Binfet

Kelly Binfet - July 07 at 05:05 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Shirley Setsuko Tietz.

July 07 at 02:48 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Shirley Setsuko Tietz.

July 07 at 01:35 PM

“

Tom and family - please know that you have our deepest sympathy. You have been
in my constant prayers and thoughts.
When Shirley and I "reconnected" during this whole COVID situation, it was SO easy
for both of us to slip back into our friendship mode. I loved the constant texts, phone
calls and challenges to get something done in our houses. She always apologized
because she thought she was being a problem for me. But I kept telling her how
much I loved having a friend again to talk with and I really meant it. The void and lack
of phone calls have made her death very real. I miss you my friend! I know that all of
you are also experiencing that same void and I pray that you will be okay in the
weeks and months ahead as we all grieve the loss of this wonderful woman.
Hugs and prayers - Sherryl and Mike Rankin

Sherryl Rankin - July 07 at 11:31 AM

“

Tom and family, I was so sad to hear of Shirley's passing. I got to know her when she
was our youth leader in Huron. It was definitely hard to say no to that smile. I have
such great memories of her and thinking of all the lives she has touched. She was an
angel on earth, now in heaven. Lisa Long

Lisa sather-long - July 06 at 11:24 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Shirley Setsuko Tietz.

July 06 at 12:57 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Shirley Setsuko Tietz.

July 05 at 07:05 PM

“

Tom and Family,
We hold you tenderly in our hearts and prayers with the loss of Shirley. Shirley’s life
of service is a model for all of us. She was full of energy, always smiling. May God’s
loving arms continue to comfort you. Will and Joan Kutter

joan kutter - July 05 at 12:56 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Shirley Setsuko Tietz.

July 04 at 05:25 PM

“

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Shirley Setsuko Tietz.

July 02 at 10:25 PM

“

From the Luft Family Siblings (cousins) purchased the Basket of Memories for the
family of Shirley Setsuko Tietz.

From the Luft Family Siblings (cousins) - June 30 at 02:21 PM

“

My heart goes out to you! It’ so hard to say goodbye to the most wonderful wife,
mother and grandmother you’ll ever have. Keeping you all close in my heart
Tom’s second cousin, Myrna Elgee and George Elgee

Myrna - June 28 at 12:35 AM

“

I worked with Shirley at Mercy. She was the nicest person, always had a smile on her
face, never a cross word. So sorry to hear she passed away. Prayers to you all.

Char Rehak - June 27 at 05:55 PM

“

Tom and family, we’re so sorry to hear about Shirley’s passing. Our thoughts and
prayers are with all of you at this very sad time. Shirley was the sweetest person and
will be missed.
Linda and Jim Irgens
Horseshoe Bay, TX

linda irgens - June 25 at 07:54 PM

“

Tom and family. So sorry to hear about Shirley's passing. She was an example of how
people should always be. She was always happy never complained about anything. She
would come up when we were doing bulletins and talk with us and then she would have to
hurry off and do something else. Lovely person. Marlys Paulson
Marlys. Paulson - June 28 at 12:11 PM

“

What a pleasure it was to know Shirley at First Lutheran, I worked with her through
Wednesday Fellowship and she was always so cheerful. She will be missed.
Mary Rasmussen
mary rasmussen - June 30 at 09:40 AM

“

I shared the dungeon floor at First Lutheran with my office and Shirley's the only ones daily
occupied on that floor.. I got to know the real Shirley. She was a tireless and loving worker
for Jesus. She loved people, regardless of their station in life. We had the opportunity to
share some of our joys and sorrows over the 7 year period we shared that dungeon space.
Most of the conversations were joyful, but we also trusted each other enough to share our
vulnerabilities from time to time. Bottom line...Shirley trusted in Jesus to help her through
the 'tough' times and she kept on smiling and serving others with an energy and love
unmatched!
Shirley will be greatly missed by many, but her positive impact on us will never diminish.
Rest in peace, good friend!

John Riley Holmen
John Riley Holmen - July 02 at 12:33 PM

