Shirley McCluhan
April 6, 1944 - December 21, 2021

View Shirley's Tribute Video Here: https://www.tributeslides.com/tributes/show/47NJNPKS
PPPCFBBX
Shirley Mae Liebenow - McCluhan, born Shirley Mae Nellermoe, was born on April 4,
1944, to Melvin and Esther (Heglie) Nellermoe in Fargo, ND, and died December 21,
2021, in Edgewood Vista Retirement Home in Fargo, ND. She was baptized in the
Lutheran faith on May 28, 1944, and confirmed on May 18, 1958, in Christine, ND. During
her childhood, she lived on the Nellermoe family farm near Christine, ND. She attended
Oak Grove High School and graduated in 1961. She then graduated from Concordia
College, Moorhead MN in 1966 with a Bachelor's Degree in Medical Technology (ASCP)
and went on to pursue additional graduate studies at the University of North Dakota in
Grand Forks.
During her college years, she met and married Lowell Liebenow of Chaffee ND in August
of 1964. They had three children, Todd, Kirsten, and Jennifer. After 20 years of marriage,
they divorced. She later met and married John McCluhan. They moved to Minneapolis,
MN, and later divorced. Shirley stayed in Minneapolis and worked in the hematology field
at both medical laboratories and medical device companies. She finally retired as the
Hematology Technical Consultant and Supervisor of Satellite Laboratories from the Allina
Health Systems in 2014.
After retiring, Shirley returned to live in Fargo, ND. She found retirement to be less than
challenging, so she pursued several part-time jobs. The one she loved the most was
Home Depot. She loved taking care of all of the plants and talking to people about their
yard and garden projects. She always knew just how to arrange the various plants to get
the best look for the space. She finally left Home Depot in 2019.
She finally moved to Edgewood Vista Retirement Home and made many friends, shared
her love of gardening, and helped out wherever she could. Throughout her life, Shirley
would always look out for everyone else. She would care for her neighbors and friends
when they couldn't care for themselves. She continued to demonstrate this concern by

stepping in to help whenever she could, even as a resident.
Her love of gardening was among her greatest joys and means of finding peace. She
spent many hours creating works of art in her yard (and other people's yards, too!) She
had a talent for knowing just what plants to put where and how to revive those that were
struggling. Her talents did not go unnoticed. Her boulevard landscaping in Minneapolis
won The Blooming Boulevards Garden of Merit, in 2001. Many regarded her as a 'Master
Gardener.'
Gardening was only one of many talents and interests Shirley had. She quickly mastered
any type of craft or art in which she had an interest. From floral arrangements to
beadwork, from rosemaling to quilting, from knitting to crocheting, from needlework to
woodwork and everything in between, her hands were never idle. She also loved cooking,
especially around the holidays. The kitchen was always full of traditional Scandinavian
goodies. This passion originated in her mother Esther's kitchen. Many days were spent in
preparation for the family getting together on the holidays.
Music was a part of Shirley's life from a young age. She participated in a variety of choirs
both at church and at school. Later she joined the musical group "Sweet Adelines" in
Fargo, ND. Some of her closest friendships were made from her years of being a part of
this fun-loving musical group. Sweet Adelines also provided her with a means to explore
the world. Shirley traveled internationally with Sweet Adelines for competition.
Later in life, she renewed her interest in travel, taking several trips with coworkers and
friends.
Shirley is survived by her brother Ron (Afton) Nellermoe of Moorhead, MN, her son Todd
(Mary) Liebenow, Fargo, ND, her daughters, Kirsten (JJ) Plude, Maple Grove, MN, and
Jennifer (Tony) Wilwerding, Omaha, NE, and her grandchildren, Jones Maxwell, Ryan
Liebenow, Olivia Plude, Violet Wilwerding, and Tyrian Wilwerding.
Shirley was preceded in death by her parents, Melvin Nellermoe, Esther (Heglie)
Nellermoe, a sister, Merrilyn Joyce (died in infancy), a brother, Royce Rolland (died in
infancy), a brother Dennis, a sister Millicent.

Events
JAN
14

Visitation

01:00PM - 02:00PM

Hope Lutheran Church - South Campus
3636 25th Street South, Fargo, ND, US, 58103

JAN
14

Memorial Service

02:00PM - 03:00PM

Hope Lutheran Church - South Campus
3636 25th Street South, Fargo, ND, US, 58103

Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - January 13 at 05:44 PM

“

2 files added to the tribute wall

Karen Borstad - January 13 at 07:58 PM

“

7 files added to the album Memories Album

todd liebenow - January 13 at 02:00 PM

“

2 files added to the album Memories Album

Todd Liebenow - January 13 at 12:49 PM

“

Shirley had such talented, artistic eyes and hands. I showed her a picture in a
magazine and from that she created my wedding dress and veil. It was beautiful.
Rest In Peace, Cousin Shirley. ~Barbara Hanson Nellermoe

Barbara Nellermoe - January 13 at 12:07 PM

“

3 files added to the album Memories Album

Todd Liebenow - January 13 at 09:55 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Shirley McCluhan.

January 10 at 07:57 PM

“

Ron L. purchased the Crystal Cross Bouquet for the family of Shirley McCluhan.

Ron L. - January 09 at 07:56 AM

“

Maple Grove Senior High School Staff purchased the Be My Love Bouquet with Red
Roses for the family of Shirley McCluhan.

Maple Grove Senior High School Staff - January 05 at 09:03 AM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Todd Liebenow - January 05 at 12:23 AM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Todd Liebenow - December 30, 2021 at 11:41 AM

“

I am so sorry for your loss. I loved working with Shirley at the VA. She had such a
bright spirit. She welcomed me when I started at the VA and made me immediately
feel a part of the team. We enjoyed so many coffee breaks together. I will cherish my
memories with her.

jeanne Dahl - December 30, 2021 at 09:04 AM

“

1 file added to the album Mom's Pix

Todd Liebenow - December 27, 2021 at 06:14 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Todd Liebenow - December 27, 2021 at 06:11 PM

“

Shirley was one of the most beautiful ladies I knew. She had physical beauty, but
also a spiritual beauty. She was so creative. She made a lovely memorial book for
my mother's 80th birthday. I still have it and will cherish it forever. She had a green
thumb and grew lovely flowers and plants. Her home was full of antiques and pieces
that she refinished or had refinished. We gave her an old dilapitated oak table, and
she turned it into a gorgeous piece that she used for many years in her home. Shirley
helped me clean out my sister's home after Mary passed. I so appreciated her time
and company when I was doing such a sad chore. I will treasure my memories of
Shirley. She was a dear and wonderful lady. May God bless you all.

Leah Pigatti - December 27, 2021 at 07:38 AM

“

My deepest sympathies to Shirley's family.

Pam Liebenow - December 26, 2021 at 05:16 PM

“

We spent four years together at Oak Grove; she was my second cousin and also a
member of our girls' quartet. We had some great times together. Rest in peace,
Shirley. Carolyn Walberg Schuler

Carolyn Schuler - December 25, 2021 at 10:09 AM

“

Many years have gone by since our high school days but Shirley was gifted in so many
ways and her artistic talents will be remembered. Rest in peace.
Bonnie Rust - December 26, 2021 at 05:19 PM

“

Shirley, my neighbor, my walking buddy, my friend. For years we walked around Lake
Nokomis every morning discussing everything from crafts and gardening to politics and
religion. She was smart, funny, hard-working, and classy. She loved her family, was a loyal
friend and added her positive input to any activity she was involved in. She will be missed
by many.
Joyce Suek - December 30, 2021 at 02:23 AM

“

Thanks Joyce. I know she very much enjoyed those walks, even those cold and snowy
mornings! She definitely missed that when she moved back to Fargo.
Todd - December 30, 2021 at 11:45 AM

“

I have many treasured memories of Shirley as my OG classmate and friend. She was an
exceptionally talented and artistic lady. Comfort and peace to her family.
Jan (Gangness) McCarthy
Jan (Gangness) McCarthy - January 03 at 10:21 AM

“

I really missed Shirley after her leaving Home Depot. She was so good with the plants and
love visiting with her and her talking about her family. What a wonderful person that will be
missed by many. So sorry for your loss.
Valerie - January 11 at 10:56 PM

“

My Sympathy to Shirley's family. Kristian, I am Lynee Meier's Mom, Barb Johnson. Shirley
was a Medical Technology student of mine at St. Lukes/Fargo Clinic, I was the Hematology
instructor. I also worked with her in the Fargo Clinic lab.after she graduated. We even
played cards during our lunch.
Barbara Johnson - January 13 at 11:07 AM

