Shirley Catherine Heinen
February 21, 1935 - August 11, 2018

On Saturday, August 11, 2018, Shirley Heinen, loving mother, grandmother, aunt, cousin
and friend, passed away peacefully with her children by her side at Sanford Hospital in
Fargo, ND.
Shirley Catherine Nelson was born in St. Paul, MN to Arden and Eva (Henkels) Nelson on
February 21, 1935. She married James (Jim) Peter Heinen in November 1957. They
settled in Big Stone City, SD where they farmed and raised their three children. Jim
passed away in 1971, and soon thereafter Shirley and her children moved to Moorhead,
MN.
As a single mother, Shirley worked hard and provided well for her children, mainly at St.
Ansgar Hospital and Concordia College. She also attended college during that time and
received her AA degree. Shirley enjoyed horses and horseback riding in her youth,
movies, games, and had a tremendous love for cooking, traveling, family gatherings, and
spending time with friends.
Shirley is survived by her children, Julia (Peter) Milbery, Huntersville, NC; James Heinen,
Fargo, ND; Joel (Rhonda) Heinen, Castle Rock, CO; grandchildren, Nicole (Stephen),
Whitney, Jaime, Katie (Brady), Chynna and Chase; great-grandchildren, Kylie and Jace;
and many beloved nieces, nephews, cousins and in-laws.
Per Shirley’s wishes there will be no funeral services. The family would like those who
wish to honor her to do something that Shirley would enjoy—perform an act of kindness,
pet a dog, or tell a joke or story.

Comments

“

I met Shirley at swimming aerobics. What a truly wonderful lady. We shared a game
or two of cards also. I did not know her long but I so enjoyed her and her great sense
of humor. Much sympathy to all her family. Treasure the memories ......I am sure you
have a great many.
Debbie Hentges

DebbiE hENTGES - August 20, 2018 at 09:18 PM

“

Working with Shirley at Concordia College was a blast. Hearing her laugh was all
one needed to brighten their day. She always had wonderful stories, like the morning
she came in and said " How does my hair look? Does it look shiny? It should. I used
Pledge Furniture Polish instead of hairspray!" and we laughed until we cried!
Rest in Peace Shirley. My prayers are with your family.
Lynn Brown

Lynn Brown - August 13, 2018 at 09:29 AM

“

My deepest sympathies to Shirley's family. I worked with Shirley at St. Ansgar. I have
so many great memories working with her. The fun we had, and the special
friendship we shared. RIP my dear friend. Kitti Eide

Kitti Eide - August 12, 2018 at 08:45 PM

“

Judy Collins-Hamer lit a candle in memory of Shirley Catherine Heinen

Judy Collins-Hamer - August 12, 2018 at 05:01 PM

“

The Nelson family is shocked and saddened but we are somehow finding comfort
knowing she is sitting next to her beloved Jim and having Martinis in Heaven with my
dad and her sisters. Your eternal smile will stay in our hearts forever and I thank God
for having had you in our lives as long as we did. We will miss you.

Nancy Nelson - August 12, 2018 at 09:16 AM

“

Joe, Jim, Julie and family. Sorry to hear of the passing of Shirley. Fond memories of
Shirley. Thinking of all of you.
Curt and Luci Kovash

Curt Kovash - August 12, 2018 at 08:47 AM

