Sharlynn Renae Torkelson
July 6, 1962 - July 10, 2020

Sharlynn's Memorial Service can be viewed here: https://vimeo.com/440740164
Sharlynn Renae Torkelson, 58, of Fargo, ND, passed away in her home surrounded by
close family and friends. She was under the care of hospice.
Sharlynn was born to Marlyn and Alberta Cullison on July 6, 1962. Sharlynn grew up in
Beatrice, NE, graduating early from high school in 1980. While in school she played the
French horn in the band and marching band. She was active in her church youth group
and was very involved in the local 4-H program. Sharlynn loved animals of all sorts and
loved spending time on her grandparents farm. Her love of animals would be a constant
part of her life, always having pets to love and care for.
Sharlynn would go on to attend Mid-America Nazarene College for several years, where
she was involved with their theatre department, before having to discontinue her
education due to medical issues that would plague her the rest of her life. She joined her
sister and brother-in-law as they were moving to Fargo, ND in 1986. There she helped
take care of her nephew and became very involved in leading the church youth group.
In 1990, she met Brenden Torkelson at church and they would be married on October 12,
1991. They immediately moved to Walker, MN where Brenden had just started the Lake
Country Bakery. In 1993, Matthew Thor Torkelson was born and became a constant
source of joy. In 1994, Sharlynn and family moved back to Fargo where they would stay
until her death. Sharlynn was diagnosed with a rare cancer in 2015 which would lead to a
very difficult 5 year battle that eventually took her life.
Sharlynn had many loves in her life, first and foremost being her love of God. She also
loved spending time with her family, especially her nieces and nephews. She loved
cheering for the Huskers and the Vikings and learned to love the Hawkeyes for the last 28
years. Sharlynn was a quiet person but was always there to listen to anybody that needed
someone to talk to. She had a special caring heart that anyone who knew her could feel.

Through all the pain that she lived with, she always had a smile that wouldn’t end. Some
friends and family would come to call her “sunshine.”
Sharlynn is survived by her husband Brenden and son Matthew, her mother, Alberta
Cullison, Beatrice, NE, sisters, Sharon (Jim) Solum, Moorhead, MN, Rhondarae
Henderson, Beatrice, NE, and Janis Turner (Sid Fentress) Beatrice, NE; brother, Chris
Cullison, Beatrice, NE. She is preceded in death by her father Marlyn Cullison.
Sharlynn's Video Tribute can be viewed here:
https://www.tributeslides.com/tributes/show/9D834XCN8BZP22PQ

Events
JUL
23

Visitation

12:00PM

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home
215 7th Street South, Fargo, ND, US, 58103

JUL
23

Memorial Service

01:00PM

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home
215 7th Street South, Fargo, ND, US, 58103

Comments

“

A webcast video has been added.

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - July 22 at 01:41 PM

“

An external video has been added.

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - July 20 at 12:36 PM

“

My sympathy and prayers are with you. I remember Sharlynn in the teen group in
Beatrice Nazarene Church about 45 years ago. Elaine Wittler , Olathe, KS

Eaine Wittler - July 23 at 09:00 PM

“

To the loving family of Sharlynn. I am so sorry for your loss. Hold tight the memories
and take care of each other.
Lifting you up in prayer!
Sharon K.
(Friend of Sharon)

Sharon - July 23 at 01:01 PM

“

Janis lit a candle in memory of Sharlynn Renae Torkelson

Janis - July 22 at 10:10 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Sharlynn Renae
Torkelson.

July 17 at 04:39 PM

“

Be My Love Bouquet with Red Roses was purchased for the family of Sharlynn
Renae Torkelson.

July 15 at 10:59 AM

“

Kathy Messner lit a candle in memory of Sharlynn Renae Torkelson

Kathy Messner - July 11 at 05:39 PM

