Sandy Hertel
July 23, 1945 - October 21, 2019

Sandy McNair Hertel, 74, Fargo, joined her heavenly family and friends on Monday,
October 21, 2019, lovingly surrounded by her family at the Roger Maris Cancer Center.
Sandy was blessed by amazing care from the Palliative and Hospice care teams.
Sandra Anne Hertel was born to John and Mary (McCannel) Gunkelman on July 23, 1945,
in Vineland, New Jersey, where her father was stationed in the Air Force. The family
moved back to Fargo, her parent’s hometown, after the war ended. Sandy grew up in
Fargo graduating with the Class of ’63 from Fargo Central High School. She attended St.
Olaf College for 1 year before transferring and receiving her teaching degree from
Moorhead State College. She also later completed her master’s in education at Mayville
State University.
Sandy married Michael McNair in 1968. Together they had 2 wonderful daughters, Jessica
and Chelsea. They were later divorced. Sandy then spent many years nurturing her
daughters and their numerous friends, many who affectionately thought of Sandy as their
“second mom”. In 2004 after 6 years of dating, Sandy married her best friend and
soulmate, Dale Hertel. Following her marriage to Dale, Sandy cherished the addition of
Dale’s 3 children, Angie, Jeff, and Jason into their life.
Sandy (Mrs. McNair) impacted the lives of hundreds of young people as she taught for
close to 30 years at several elementary schools in the Fargo area. Her special gift was
instilling the love of reading in her young learners. Many of her students have stayed in
touch through the years and have openly shared the positive influence that Sandy has had
on their lives. What a tribute!
Sandy had two priorities outside of the classroom – her family and her friends. Her 11
grandchildren brought tremendous joy to Sandy. She lived for encouraging them and
watching them participate in all their activities. Her devotion to her friends – many from
childhood, but others added later in life – was inspirational. “My friends have made the
story of my life” (One of Sandy’s favorite quotes). No birthday, no illness, no personal loss,

was overlooked by Sandy as she tended to each friendship with her time and care.
Sandy will be dearly missed by her devoted husband, Dale, daughters, Jessica (Jason)
Just, Lakeville, MN, and Chelsea McNair, Fargo; Dale’s children – Angie (Jason) Caron,
Bemidji, MN; Jeff (Heather) Hertel, Roseville, MN, and Jason Hertel, Minneapolis, MN; her
beloved grandchildren – Sam & Max Just, Austin & Emme Schmidt, Lucas, Jack, Logan,
Lilly, Grace, Sawyer, Olivia Caron; and her faithful dog Bodey. Sandy is also survived by
her four siblings - Jo (Don) Kilander, John (Judy) Gunkelman, Mary Gunkelman – all of
Fargo, and Tracy (Jerry) Samson, Maple Grove, MN, and many nieces and nephews.
Sandy was preceded in death by her parents, grandparents, and dear friends Chris
Rogers and Charlotte Berkey Berglund.
A Celebration of Life service will be held on Monday, October 28th, at 10:30am at Olivet
Lutheran Church with visitation starting at 9:30am.
In lieu of flowers, Sandy requested your memorials go to The Fargo Public Schools
Development Foundation or the American Cancer Society.

Events
OCT
28

Visitation

09:30AM - 10:30AM

Olivet Lutheran Church
1330 S. University Drive, Fargo, ND, US, 58103

OCT
28

Memorial Service

10:30AM

Olivet Lutheran Church
1330 S. University Drive, Fargo, ND, US, 58103

Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - October 27, 2019 at 01:45 PM

“

Sandy was a kindergarten and second grade teacher to my son at Hawthorne
Elementary School in Fargo. She was his FAVORITE TEACHER and we have many
fond memories of her! Mike was also a classmate of Jason Hertel's so our sympathy
goes out to all of her family as we are learning of this loss. She was a very special
person!!!
Kathy Hinde, Kim Bell and Mike Marren

Kathy Hinde - November 01, 2019 at 12:14 PM

“

Please accept my condolences in the loss of Sandy. I did not know she was so ill;
such a loss of a friendly and kind woman. Rest in peace.
Barbara Werre

Barbara Werre - October 31, 2019 at 01:59 PM

“

Sandy was a wonderful teacher, she had my daughter twenty eight years ago and
she didn’t know that she helped me as well. She always had a smile and a way of
helping you think of the positive side and she always had faith that you could do the
right thing if you give it a chance. I was so happy to see that the two people with the
kindest hearts and very positive thoughts got together in life. Dale and Sandy
belonged together and it was nice to see that it happened. Rest In Peace Sandy.

Jim Gress - October 28, 2019 at 04:16 PM

“

The very first place I was invited to in Fargo when I moved to town about nine years
ago was to eat dinner with Sandy and Dale. I will always remember her hospitality
and warmth in welcoming me to the area. Thank you Sandy!

Terry Luschen - October 28, 2019 at 10:07 AM

“

We used to hang out at the Gunkelman's after Church & VBS at the old Olivet on
10th Street. I remember Sandy as a very friendly; intelligent and nice person. Also
Sandy's Mom (Mary) was so nice and was a 'Hoot' to be around.

Jim English - October 26, 2019 at 01:14 PM

“

95 files added to the album LifeTributes

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - October 25, 2019 at 07:11 PM

“

I was busy making brownies to send to Sandy when I learned of her death. I'd only
recently learned that she was ill and had no idea that her death was imminent. I'm
sorry I didn't get a chance to say goodbye to her. I loved Sandy's droll sense of
humor and I was so happy when she found Dale. I am especially grateful that she
had so much time with him and her new family.
Mike and I both send our love and deepest condolences to Jo, Jessica, Chelsea,
Dale and all of Sandy's family and friends who are feeling bereft today.
Alice Olson

Alice Olson - October 25, 2019 at 02:10 PM

“

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the family of Sandra Anne McNair Hertel.

October 25, 2019 at 11:51 AM

“

So sorry for your loss. Thoughts and prayers for Dale and family. I am sure she walks
with God.

Don ‘Hawk’ Hawkinson - October 25, 2019 at 11:13 AM

“

The world has lost a beautiful soul and the heavens rejoice at the impact she left
behind.
Sandy touched many people's life for the better. Dale, Rob and I am glad you two
found each other. So sorry for your loss.

Kim Jacobson - October 25, 2019 at 10:12 AM

“

Jim Fremstad lit a candle in memory of Sandy Hertel

Jim Fremstad - October 25, 2019 at 01:40 AM

“

Sincere condolences on your loss. A donation to Fargo Public Schools Foundation
has been made in Sandy's name.
June Renvall

June Renvall - October 24, 2019 at 09:53 PM

“

Linda Magnuson lit a candle in memory of Sandy Hertel

Linda Magnuson - October 24, 2019 at 07:56 PM

“

Gracious Lavender Basket was purchased for the family of Sandra Anne McNair
Hertel.

October 24, 2019 at 05:36 PM

“

What a gift "Mrs. McNair" was to each student that was lucky enough to have her as
their teacher. She was a household name of ours as the kids made reference
through the years of their favorite teacher. So much that from 2nd grade up until the
kids each graduated from HS, we recognized her on Teacher Appreciate Day with a
geranium plant hand delivered by our daughter, Paige. To Sandy's family, please
accept our deepest condolences.
Kevin, Dena, Alec, and Paige Pagel

Dena Pagel - October 24, 2019 at 10:13 AM

“

Sandy was a colleague, a neighbor and most importantly a friend. When Sandy and
Dale moved to our block, we all of a sudden had the opportunity to talk and visit
about many topics of interest. Of course Sandy had ways to solve a number of these
issues. It was always fun to stop and talk while she worked in the yard . Her smile
and laugh made the day much brighter. We, along with so many others, will miss her,
but we know that she is at peace. Time to rest, Sandy.
Dick and Mary Warner and family

Richard Warner - October 23, 2019 at 10:38 PM

“

We loved having her in our lives. She was kind, funny, smart and caring. We will forever
miss her but she will never be forgotten. Kate Warner
Kate Warner - October 24, 2019 at 08:50 PM

“

I am saddened to hear of Sandra's passing = she was a joy to all of us. May she rest
in Peace. Bishop Joel

Bishop Joel Marcus Johnson - October 23, 2019 at 09:08 PM

“

My prayers go out to the family. Mrs Hertel was an excellent teacher that really cared
about her students. She inspired my daughter so much, that she is going to college,
to be a second grade teacher. What a great person and inspiration for all. She will be
missed.

Patti Vetsch - October 23, 2019 at 07:02 PM

“

3 files added to the tribute wall

Christopher Bucholz - October 23, 2019 at 04:13 PM

“

I’m sorry for your loss..... Sandy was always friendly to me even though we hardly
ever saw each other that much. A very genuinely nice person. Your're in our thoughts
and prayers during this difficult time. Becky & Frank Vorderbruggen and family,
Perham, MN.

Christopher Bucholz - October 23, 2019 at 04:03 PM

“

Dale: So sorry for your loss of Sandra. You and your family are in our thoughts and
prayers. Connie and Carol Newman

Connie Newman - October 23, 2019 at 03:29 PM

“

Dale. Unfortunately there are things in life over which we have no control. This was one. I
am grateful to be able to speak with her a couple of times during this last month. I will
cherish that. So sorry for your and our loss. Bruce Lytle
Bruce - October 23, 2019 at 04:30 PM

“

Sandy was my relative and my mother’s 1st cousin as my Grandpa (Lloyd
Gunkelman) was her fathers older brother. Sandy will be greatly missed by many. I
will miss her many emails. Even when I was in the hospital with an illness she took
time out to email me to see how I was progressing. She was very down to earth,
forthright, caring, and never judged a person based on their religion, race, gender,
nationality, or sexual orientation. She fully accepted and treated EVERYONE with the
utmost respect and had a big heart. She was an awful lot like her late father and
mother, John & Mary Gunkelman, who also had many of the same great personal
traits. Even though I live 2,000 plus miles away from Fargo in Phoenix, Arizona, my
thoughts and prayers will be with her brother and sisters along with her grandchildren
and husband Dale Hertel. This whole ordeal is so very sad but at least Sandy will
NOT have to suffer any longer. RIP Sandy..... My father also sends his condolences
to the family. Christopher Bucholz, Scottsdale, Arizona.

Christopher Bucholz - October 23, 2019 at 03:01 PM

“

I was not close to Sandy in high school but we shared many classes and she was always
very kind.
Jennifer Roden Lee
Jennifer Roden Lee - October 23, 2019 at 06:35 PM

“

I grew up in Olivet with her brother John, but also knew Sandy from teaching Kindergarten
with her in the Fargo Public Schools. She was always a highly regarded teacher who gave
to her students and peers endlessly. I had no idea she had been fighting cancer. My heart
goes out to Dale and their family.
Sandi Lindstrom - October 24, 2019 at 09:13 PM

“

Sandy was the third oldest of the 22 first cousins, i.e., grandchildren of Ada Lockhart
Gunkelman and Ralph (R.F.) Gunkelman. I will never forget all the fun times we cousins
had at Aunt Mary and Uncle John's home (her parents) and at our grandparents home
every Christmas while we were growing up. Sandy was always very kind to my sister,
Nancy Farlow Kvittum, who was a fellow Fargo Public School colleague. Since I last
resided in Fargo the summer of 1968, I have not often seen many of my cousins over the
past 51 years, but it was a joy to see Sandy in November 2015. She helped organize a
lunch with a few of our female cousins and our Aunt Inez when I was visiting my sister and
her family after Nan's cancer diagnosis. Nan and Sandy are the only two of the 22 cousins
who have passed on and our prayers and love flow to both of their families. I regret that I
am not able to travel to Fargo from my home in College Park, Maryland for Sandy's service.
Know that I will be thinking of Sandy and Dale, their children and grandchildren, and her
four siblings on Monday morning as you all celebrate Sandy's wonderful life. May your
memories of Sandy be forever treasured by all.

Love, Cousin Bonnie Farlow Zager
Cousin Bonnie Zager - October 25, 2019 at 12:32 AM

