Rose Dawn Ohnstad
September 22, 1926 - January 31, 2018

Rose Dawn Ohnstad, age 91, of Fargo, ND, passed away Wednesday January 31, at
TOUCHMARCK Assisted Living in Fargo, where she resided since July. She was
surrounded by family, and under the care of Hospice.
Born in 1926, she attended Fargo Central High School. Rose and her husband John,
childhood sweethearts, married Feb. 24, 1944 and were blessed with four children, Linda,
James, Kathleen, and Wendy. During her lifetime she worked for Island Park Dairy Queen,
Dutch Maid Restaurant, Potter and Ketchum, Dakota Clinic, Dahl’s Super Value, and the
Brownie Bakery. In 1960 Rose and John bought and developed the OK Tire Stores.
Throughout her life she was a strong willed, feisty, and amazingly independent woman
who inspired her children to do the same. She was an avid reader, loved shopping, going
to casinos, summers at Big Cormorant Lake and spending winters in Mesa. Rose and her
husband traveled the world visiting every continent except Antarctica. They spent their
60th wedding anniversary on a voyage to the Great Barrier Reef of Australia and
Singapore. In 2009 they spent their 65th anniversary going through the Panama Canal.
They were married 73 years.
Rose is survived by her husband John; a son; James (Catherine) Ohnstad, Fargo, and
two daughters, Kathleen (Court) Slabaugh, Phoenix, Arizona, and Wendy (Jeff) Smith,
Afton, Wyoming; four grandchildren, Tawny (Brady) Brolin, Mallory (Jason) Radcliffe,
Brittany Ohnstad, Vanessa (Alex Knox) Stewart, and one great granddaughter, Adalynn
Radcliffe; brother, George (Phyllis) Matthiensen, Fargo; sister, Barbara Petersen, Seattle,
Washington, and many nieces and nephews. She was preceded in death by her parents,
and daughter Linda.
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Comments

“

It was 2 years ago today that I held my Mother in my arms for the last time. I think of
her everyday and wish I had given her one more hug. That last morning she woke up
at 3:30am and I held her, talked to her, letting her know it was okay to say goodbye.
For many, many months I woke up at 3:30am and now today 2 years later I woke up
at 3:30am. She is watching over me and letting me know she's there even if it's early
in the morning. I cannot express the sorrow I still feel everyday but I'm told that time
will heal all. And now my Dad is with her once again, I miss them both more than
words can say. Love you both, Kathleen

Kathleen Ohnstad Slabaugh - January 31 at 09:15 PM

“

Tomorrow will be one year since my Mother passed away. It's been a year of deep
sorrow. I was holding my Mother, talking to her, comforting her, letting her know we
would take good care of our Dad and it was okay to let go. I know she no longer
suffers and is with her own mother and daughter, (and now her sister Barbara
3/1/19), looking over us just as she had always done but I wish I could have just one
more moment to hug her, tell her I love her and how much I miss her everyday. The
sadness just seems to continue as there are daily reminders of her, I pray that
someday time will ease the pain. You will always be my Mom and for that I am
forever grateful. Love, Kathleen

Kathleen Ohnstad Slabaugh - March 31, 2019 at 05:26 PM

“

Yesterday, Sept. 22nd would have been my Mom's 92nd birthday. I can't begin to
express how much I miss her. She taught me some very important life's lessons of
which I will never forget and will be forever grateful. I wish I would have asked her
more questions as those are the things I think about now. Every day there is
something that reminds me of her, and even though I know she is in a better place, I
wish she was still here to talk with, to share my concerns and ask her advice. She
was one amazing lady and I'm so thankful she was my Mom. Love, Kathleen

Kathleen - September 23, 2018 at 06:17 PM

“

Our deepest sympathies to Uncle John and family. May you be comforted knowing
that Rose and Linda are together in the loving arms of Jesus. You are in our prayers.
Love Jane and Matt Knudson

Matt Knudson - February 05, 2018 at 08:15 PM

“

My deepest sympathy for your loss
Monte Aaker

Monte Aaker - February 04, 2018 at 03:28 PM

“

John and family. Our thoughts and prayers go out to you all at this time of loss Les
and Joyce Cabler

Les Cabler - February 04, 2018 at 09:58 AM

“

I remember visiting with Rose when she came into the clinic for her appointments,
she was one of my favorite patients to visit with. She was always chatty and super
nice. I got to know her pretty well from the clinic, she and I visited a lot about her
home and where she lived. She will be missed. Thoughts and prayers to her family
and friends.
Lisa Anderson

Lisa Anderson - February 03, 2018 at 03:06 PM

“

I am so sorry to hear of your loss.I am so sorry I have not seen you for so long. I
moved from the lakes in 2013 back to Wahpeton, ND. So I did not know Rose was
not well. I do not know if you remember me. I am your cousin. Berniece (Ohnstad)
Miller. My dad was Clarence. He passed away 73 yrs ago. I lived on Big Cormorant
Lake just south of you. My brother Julian and I would come to visit you. I am sorry I
can not make it there on Monday but I wish you well. Berniece Miller

Berniece Miller - February 03, 2018 at 08:51 AM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Rose Dawn Ohnstad.

February 03, 2018 at 07:25 AM

“

Your Light Shines was purchased for the family of Rose Dawn Ohnstad.

February 02, 2018 at 10:17 PM

“

AL & CURT HEKTNER INS, CURT HEKTNR purchased the Basket of Memories for
the family of Rose Dawn Ohnstad.

AL & CURT HEKTNER INS, CURT HEKTNR - February 02, 2018 at 06:19 PM

“

Joyful Memory was purchased for the family of Rose Dawn Ohnstad.

February 02, 2018 at 10:10 AM

“

Lovely One Spathiphyllum Plant was purchased for the family of Rose Dawn
Ohnstad.

February 01, 2018 at 07:04 PM

“

Sweet Tenderness was purchased for the family of Rose Dawn Ohnstad.

February 01, 2018 at 01:28 PM

“

John our hearts go out to you on the loss of your wife. Rose was such a wonderful,
kind and thoughtful person, she will be missed.
Bruce and Kim Birkeland

Kim Birkeland - February 01, 2018 at 12:46 PM

“

Thoughts & prayers to the Ohnstad family

Deb Olson - February 01, 2018 at 11:55 AM

