Ronald "Ron" Hendricksen
May 18, 1951 - February 15, 2021

Ron's service can be viewed via livestream at https://vimeo.com/514379389
Ron's tribute video can be viewed and copies ordered here: https://www.tributeslides.com/
tributes/show/35LFD2X3CYKRTRWF
Ron Hendricksen, 69, passed away Monday, February 15, 2021, in his home under the ca
re of Hospice of the Red River Valley.
Ron was born on May 18, 1951, in Fergus Falls, MN, to Allen and Beverly Hendricksen. H
e grew up and attended school in Fargo, graduating from Fargo South in 1969. He then att
ended Concordia College.
Ron married Sandy Coalwell on December 31, 1972. They made their home in Fargo.
He was employed by the City of Fargo Water Utility for 39 years, serving 31 of those years
as Water Treatment Plant Superintendent. He retired in 2013.
Ron loved worshiping the Lord and was so grateful for all the blessings he received during
his lifetime.
He enjoyed the outdoors, gardening, and maintaining his many perennial gardens. He als
o enjoyed home improvement projects.
Ron is survived by his wife, Sandy, son, Taylor, and his partner Anna Reis of Edmonds, W
A, daughter, Tiffany Wagner of Moorhead, MN, and his three treasured grandchildren: Tan
ner, Shae, and Kira.
Memorials are preferred to Bethel Church of Fargo or a charity of your choice.
A small private family memorial service will be held on Monday, February 22, 2021, at 2:00

p.m. and will also be live-streamed here.

Comments

“

Uncle Ron was a kind, gentle man who was a pleasure to be around. He had a
calming presence. He truly listened whenever anybody talked. His smile lit up the
room and his laugh was contagious. He lived by example, showing us how to love
others and be faithful. He faced cancer with incredible dignity, grace, and strength. I
am honored to be his niece. Love, Ker

Kerry Petsinger - February 25 at 01:34 AM

“

Ron was the happiest person, always had a smile on his face. I don’t think he ever
got mad. I would Always look forward to seeing Ron & Sandy. Thankful for all the
memories, he will be greatly missed. Hugs to Sandy, Taylor, Tiffany and family. Love,
Heather Coalwell

Heather Coalwell - February 24 at 12:50 AM

“

It is always so difficult to learn of a classmate's passing. Sending my thoughts,
prayers and condolences to the Hendricksen family. Lois Anderson Booth, Fargo
South High, Class of 1969

Lois Anderson Booth - February 22 at 02:03 PM

“

So sorry to hear of Ron's passing. My thoughts and prayers are with you all. From your
former neighbor, Judy Johnson
Judy Johnson - February 22 at 03:24 PM

“

Ron had THE best smile and laugh. In my 45 years of knowing him, I honestly can't
say that I remember seeing him without a smile. He will be missed by many. My love
send out to Sandy, Taylor, Tiff, and their families. Love, Sara (Coalwell) Lueth

Sara Ann Lueth - February 22 at 01:12 PM

“

Dear Sandy, Taylor, Tiffany & Family
I wrote one tribute & I don't know what happen to it. So, here is another one:
What more could I add about Ron that others haven't already shared. Ron was one
of a kind the best person ever. I am going to miss him that laugh, that personally
such a super cool guy!
I remember one time coming back here for a vacation & Ron gave a few of us a tour
of the Fargo Water Plant he was so proud of it & loved his job.
Heaven got another Angel & God Bless you all.
Love, Della

Della S. Coalwell - February 21 at 11:40 PM

“

Sandy, Taylor, Tiffany and Family, Our thoughts and prayers are with your family. Ron
always had a smile on his face and always had time to talk to you. Our sympathy
goes out to your family.
Bob and Peggy

Peggy Ryan - February 21 at 11:47 AM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Ronald "Ron"
Hendricksen.

February 20 at 04:01 PM

“

1 file added to the album My Hero

Tiffany - February 20 at 12:33 PM

“

Hi Sandy, I’m so sorry to hear about the loss of Ron.
Over the years, Ron and I have text each other and have seen each other at church, he’s
always had such a positive attitude, I contribute that to his faith in the Lord.
I have such great memories of Ron when we were back in high school we played football
and we were on track together.
One memory I have from high school, is that we hide a car in his parents garage, that’s a
story for another day, Quamme knows about that one.
Please give my condolence to all your family. I know Ron is looking down on us because he
had such great faith in the Lord. Jesus has promised us everlasting life!
God bless you all!
Patrick Scherling
Patrick Scherling - February 21 at 03:06 PM

“

Sue Schuh purchased the Garden Accent - Those we love don't go away... for the
family of Ronald "Ron" Hendricksen.

Sue Schuh - February 20 at 10:53 AM

“

Sandy and Daryl, our deepest sympathies go out to both of you and your families.
Ron was a model city employee and took such pride in "his" facility, the Fargo Water
plant. I remember asking him what possible degree he had to learn what he did to
get to that position as I toured the facility as a commissioner, he said it was the
school of hard knocks! He cherished the facility and all it's employees, knew
everything from A-Z in running it well! Always remember him with a smile and
admired that head of hair!! Will remember him fondly, As an upper classman at South
he also treated all of us Freshman well and set a great example! Prayers are with
you, Brad Wimmer

Brad T Wimmer - February 20 at 12:57 AM

“

Ron was truly an incredibly special person who had a light that shined within him. He
treated me with such kindness and grace from the moment I met him, to the last time
I saw him a few years ago. He seemed to always be so genuinely happy... he was
filled with God’s love and spread it to those around him. I am not sure I ever saw him
without a smile on his face. He had glow and mannerism to him that instantly put
those around him at ease. I will always remember Ron for his deep and sincere love
for his grandchildren. He had such tremendous patience... playing cars or trains or
trucks for hours with Tanner on the floor. The world has lost one of the good ones,
but heaven just inherited an incredible angel. All of my love to the Hendricksen family
and others who loved him. May Ron Rest In Peace.

Dana Hawkins - February 19 at 11:48 PM

“

We love you Papa Ron

Tiffany Wagner - February 19 at 09:43 PM

“

Sandy, was very sorry to read of the passing of your husband. It is never easy to lose
your other half. Take care.

Barb Bickle - February 19 at 05:40 PM

“

Jim & Lauri & family, Jim & Lois & family, Della purchased the Divine Peace Bouquet
for the family of Ronald "Ron" Hendricksen.

Jim & Lauri & family, Jim & Lois & family, Della - February 19 at 11:16 AM

“

My prayers of comfort from God for the Hendrickson Family. Especially remembering
my dear friend Daryl "woody" at this time of sorrow. But know that he turns his face
towards God everyday for strength and guidance, knowing Christ, having confidence
of the gift of eternal life and salvation. Remembering Ron as the big brother that any
little brother would want. May God richly bless and strengthen all those that knew
Ron. Amen
Gary and Deb Korsgaden Park Rapids, Minnesota

Gary Korsgaden - February 19 at 06:07 AM

“

9 files added to the album Memories Album

Tiffany - February 18 at 09:27 PM

“

I am blessed beyond measure to have been the niece of this kind, warm, and loving
man. He had the best laugh in the world: his eyes would scrunch up and his
shoulders would shake and you would worry for a split second that he would pass
out! You could not help but laugh along with him, he did it with such joy! He was a
true soul soother, and taught us much about compassion and grace. His quiet faith
and strength during his battle with cancer were an inspiration, as were his devotion to
the care and comfort of his family. He will be dearly missed until we meet again.
Love, Cryssy

Crystal Star Sanders - February 18 at 09:12 PM

“

Love, Bob, Rain, Winter, Crystal, Reid, and Lisa purchased the Magnificent Life
Spray for the family of Ronald "Ron" Hendricksen.

Love, Bob, Rain, Winter, Crystal, Reid, and Lisa - February 18 at 08:59 PM

“

1 file added to the album Adventures of Ron "Don" Hendricksen

Lis - February 18 at 08:28 PM

“

“

I forgot about this photo. That was a fun visit.
Anna - February 19 at 05:29 PM

1 file added to the album Fargo 5K

Daryl Hendricksen - February 18 at 11:17 AM

“

“

LOVE this picture Daryl!
Anna - February 18 at 07:04 PM

God wisely chose Ron to be my big brother. I always had a kind, loving, gentle
boy/man to look up to, take advice from, and mentor me. He was always there for me
in my triumphs, and my defeats. He gently directed me to God's love. I will miss his
infectious smile, and his hearty laugh. The post retirement "manic Monday"
breakfasts will always remain a special memory for me. I will miss him greatly, until
we meet again in Paradise. Now, after his 3 year struggle with cancer, may he rest
peacefully in the arms of our Savior. Daryl

Daryl Hendricksen - February 18 at 11:04 AM

“

There are no words that a human being could ever speak that could express how
eternally grateful I am for you Dad, truly my Hero. See you when I get Home ...
until then... Thank you for your continued guidance and Love. Always with me,
Always in my heart

Tiffany Wagner - February 18 at 10:38 AM

“

Tiffany, that was a beautiful service. Wind Beneath My Wings had me choked up. Love to
your entire family. Cousin Shawn
Shawn - February 22 at 03:37 PM

“

Sandy—All my love and sympathy to you and your family. I love and enjoy my
memories of Ron and you—from our miner’s hat in the boat all the way to Hawaii. In
between highlights include the terrific job did as Sports Director at our family reunion
at Patmos and many more. We all miss him with joy in our hearts.
Jim

Jim Coalwell - February 17 at 03:50 PM

“

Sue Balken lit a candle in memory of Ronald "Ron" Hendricksen

Sue Balken - February 17 at 02:46 PM

“

I’m thinking back to all the special, fun, goofy memories Ron, Connie, Daryl, my
brother & I made from the times we were little. The memories made especially in
Fargo & Montana. The five of us all seemed to always be in sync with whatever we
did. Ron, you were always so special, caring, kind, sensitive to others feelings & one
of my favorite people! You will be truly missed by all that loved & had the pleasure to
know you. Fly high with the angels dear cousin
Sue Balken

Sue Balken - February 17 at 02:45 PM

“

Sandy and family. Sorry to hear of you loss. Ron was always so friendly. Our prayers
go out to you.

Keith & Peggy Malakowsky - February 17 at 02:26 PM

“

Henry was a calm and easy going man who made time to listen to others, even if I
didn't have anything interesting to say. We shared many moments playing basketball
for the Bruins and being part of Lemon JAR. I will miss his quiet demeanor and
caring attitude about people around him.
To Sandy and family, my thoughts and prayers are with you and I thank God for
letting me know and call Henry my friend.

Joel Young - February 17 at 01:51 PM

“

Sandy and Family my thoughts and Prayers are with you. Growing up on 7th Ave and 14th
street all of the boys known as 7th Ave poverty Alley, We had a ball Friday night Pinkeyes
Pizza playing football in the street watching football games at Dobervich’s. Sneaking into
Starlight with me and Dunn in the trunk, Damn we had fun growing up. RIP Henry Friend
until we met again. Larry Quamme
larry quamme - February 19 at 08:29 PM

“

Sandy, Taylor. Tiff and family, my condolences to you all. He will be so very much
missed! Sandy, I'll never forget how special I felt to be part of your wedding. Ron
made me feel like I was the most important part, his smile and encouragement.
Thank you for that honor. I have so many memories of him (dancing goofily with him
at my sister's wedding) always smiling but taking you seriously at the same time. He
leaves us all with memories that makes us smile. Thank you Ron, for being you!

Lisa Morris - February 17 at 11:17 AM

“

Dear Hendricksen Family,
Ron and our little gang hung out togehter in the nighborhood on 14th Street in the
60's.
Therre were a lot of us, with the Donahues, Margie and Tom Junkert, my brother and
me.
He was a nice guy.
Please accept my sympathy.
Sincerely,
Kathy (K.J.) Steffan

Kathleen Steffan - February 16 at 11:18 PM

“

Dear Hendrickson family, I just would like to reiterate what Kathy Steffan said. We had a
wonderful childhood and Ron and Connie gave us a fresh breath of air to the
neighborhood. Ron was sweet and fun. I'm sorry for your loss.
Marjorie Buettner - February 17 at 06:46 PM

“

26 files added to the album Memories Album

Anna Reis - February 16 at 06:31 PM

“

Ron weaved a golden thread through our family that was unique and universally
loved! He made every one of us feel valuable and listened to - piercing us with his
blue eyes as he sincerely listened- as though we could add something of value to
him- even if we were totally off our rocker! Humbly wise, expertly perfectionist, faithful
and faith-filled, he should not have been called away before WE were ready- but
alas! He left us with deep impressions, hilarious stories and lessons of how to live a
truthful life! Goodbye Henry and thank you! And, “No! I will not forget when you and
Sandy showed up at your boss’s costume party dressed in costume...on the wrong
night.”
I will try to be more like you til I see you again!
Lauri Dawson
Ventura,CA

Lauri Dawson - February 16 at 02:31 PM

“

R- receptive "amenable, interested, sympathetic"
O- Optimism "Hopefulness"
N- Nurture "care for & encourage growth"
Sherri Nase - February 16 at 04:55 PM

“
“

So sorry to hear of your loss Sandy. Sending virtual hugs to you and your family.
Nancy (Clark) Snyder - February 17 at 01:23 PM

Sandy, Taylor, Tiffany and family... Sending our love and hugs to you as we fondly
remember how Ron impacted our lives. He always had a smile and kind words. I remember
when he took me to the daddy / daughter dance for girl scouts when dad was out of town. It
was a special experience. Kevin and I have been reliving all the great memories with Ron
and your family. He will be greatly missed. Take good care.
Mary Schoenborn - February 17 at 06:18 PM

“

So sorry, Sandy & family; Connie, Daryl & families........
All these comments are so sweet yet so very hard to read. This is still hard to believe. I
loved seeing all these pictures of Ron, the man, as most of my memories are from a fun
filled cousin childhood. So many fun days & nights playing at grandpa & grandmas farm
yard with all the cousins! Hiding from the younger cousins was so much fun when you were
the olders! So many memories of playing in Fargo too, running with the little kids to “wear
them out”! It was great to have a cousin the same age. My children don’t know that.
Ron had a wonderful family & a life well lived, just not long enough. May God Bless you all,
Sheri Morris Goltz.
Sheri Goltz - February 22 at 09:40 AM

“

Sandy, Taylor and Tiffany,
My sincerest sympathy to you all during this very difficult time, the loss of the love of your
lives. I do not have any memories of “Uncle Ron” without that trademark grin and twinkle in
his eyes. Watching the memories video, I am reminded of how special he is. There was
never anyone in his presence who didn’t feel his warmth. May God bless you and keep you
until your best guy can hug you again. All my love. Shawn Coalwell Jones
Shawn - February 22 at 01:32 PM

“

Della Coalwell lit a candle in memory of Ronald "Ron" Hendricksen

Della Coalwell - February 16 at 01:54 PM

