Roger Lee Raaf
October 31, 1945 - December 23, 2020

Roger's Memorial Service will be live streamed here Thursday, December 31st at 11AM :
https://vimeo.com/495233008
Roger's Tribute Video can be viewed here: https://www.tributeslides.com/tributes/show/XX
LX7HYPLTKZDM6S
It is with great sadness that the family of Roger Lee Raaf announces his passing after a
long struggle with Alzheimer’s disease. He passed peacefully under the care of Hospice of
the Red River Valley on Wednesday, December 23, 2020 at Evergreens Memory Care in
Moorhead, MN. He was comforted by his family in his final days.
Roger was born in Dickinson, ND on October 31, 1945. He was raised on a farm near
Hebron, ND. When he was eight years old his family moved to Dickinson. He attended
Dickinson High School from 1960 to 1964 where he competed on the wrestling and
football teams. Roger was a state champion wrestler and was awarded an athletic
scholarship for the University of North Dakota. He graduated from UND in 1969, earning
his bachelor’s degree in Business Administration. During college, he also earned his
private pilot license and taught flying lessons to accumulate flight hours and help pay for
his education.
While attending UND, he met his wife, Cheryl. Roger and Cheryl were married at First
Lutheran Church in Fargo, ND on August 22, 1970. They had three daughters and raised
their family in Fargo, North Dakota.
Roger began his career at Swanston Equipment Company as a pilot and a salesman. In
1986, he started Raaf Equipment Company where he continued to work in sales until
2010. Roger built a large network of customers and friends in the construction business in
North Dakota, Minnesota, South Dakota and internationally. He always looked forward to
the social and networking aspects of his job and extended himself into new territory when
he found the opportunity.

Roger had many interests that kept him busy. He loved to fly and enjoyed taking friends,
customers, and his family on airplane rides. He also looked forward to spending time with
friends and family, eating out, long-distance walking, studying maps and hiking in the
Beartooth Mountains. Many days were spent venturing out in the red Suburban to “Fort
Huachuca,” in western North Dakota.
Roger’s enthusiasm for life never waned and he always had a deep appreciation for the
great outdoors. Roger loved his family and would do anything for them. He was proud of
his children and grandchildren and supported them throughout their various endeavors.
He never missed a swim meet, soccer game, hockey game, piano recital, or choir concert.
When attending these events, he never met a concession stand he did not like.
He is survived by his wife, Cheryl; his daughters Carrie (John) Mickelson, Fargo, ND, Julie
(Jeff) Raaf, Bozeman, MT and Kelly Raaf, Bloomington, IN; his grandchildren Paige Raaf,
Hannah, Will and Ian Mickelson, Helen and Rose Raaf and Adler Mosier.
He was preceded in death by his parents, Henry, and Helen Raaf; two brothers, Orion and
John and his sister, Charlotte.
In lieu of flowers, memorials are preferred to Ecumen Evergreens of Moorhead or Hospice
of the Red River Valley.
The family would like to thank Roger’s caregivers and nurses whose endless compassion
was invaluable.
Please feel free to share your favorite memories of Roger.

Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - December 29, 2020 at 02:04 PM

“

Cheryl and family, Bonnie and I share your sadness with Roger's passing. He brought back
good memories. Roger and I went to hi-school together and wrestled on the same team in
back-to-back weight classes. We lived fairly close in Fargo. When Roger would drive by
and see me in the yard he'd stop and chat. And I'd do the same when I'd catch him in his
yard. He was very proud of his girls! and you didn't want to talk politics with him - he had
definite opinions! We'll miss him. Herb and Bonnie Schmidt
Herb Schmidt - January 06, 2021 at 02:15 PM

“

Cheryl and family,
I hope the many wonderful memories of Roger will help ease the sorrow of his
passing. It has been several years since we have seen each other but I think about
the great times at Lauerman's so many years ago. Love and prayers to your family.
Brad Jore

Brad Jore - January 14, 2021 at 01:18 PM

“

I am so sorry for your loss. My thoughts and prayers are with you all.

Tabatha Joyce - January 12, 2021 at 08:42 AM

“

The memorial service was beautiful....so many memories to treasure. My heartfelt
sympathy is with everyone who cared for Roger. Please know that you are kept in
thoughts and prayers always. Michele Stutts

Michele Stutts - December 31, 2020 at 01:34 PM

“

Cheryl you are in my thoughts and prayers today.
Love, Laurel Larson

Laurel Larson - December 31, 2020 at 12:01 PM

“

Ken and I are with you all today as we celebrate our long time friend. He is solar to
us as are all the Raaf family. We hold you in our hearts. Ken and Karen

Olson Karen - December 31, 2020 at 11:44 AM

“

I have so many happy soccer memories--playing with Kelly, and seeing Roger's big
smile on the sidelines. I'm so sorry for your loss--

Dana (Carlson) Fitzgerald - December 30, 2020 at 09:18 PM

“

Cheryl and family, So so sorry to hear about Roger.Allen has lots of good memories
of him coming out to the farm.And good times going hunting.The best getting a plane
ride. Hope you are doing well. Our thoughts and prayers are with you and the family.
Allen and Jean Raaf

Allen Jean Raaf - December 30, 2020 at 07:09 PM

“

Dear Cheryl, Carrie, Julie, Kelly and Family,
We enjoyed spending time with Roger whether we were visiting in Fargo or he
brought his family to South Dakota to visit us. Roger loved the hills adventures and
he could cook up a great steak! We will remember Roger for his dedication to his
family and for his genuine interest in other people for much of his life.
Love,
Doug and Bev Searls

Bev and Doug Searls - December 30, 2020 at 01:28 PM

“

Cheryl, Carrie, Julie, Kelly, and Family - Sending you much love and prayers on the
passing of Roger. I have so many fond and warm memories of Roger - holidays at
Grandma and Grandpa's, barbecues in your back yard, your visits to Pierre with
Roger piloting the plane, and so many more. He was a very special uncle, and he will
live in my heart always.

Kimberly Sarte - December 29, 2020 at 11:25 PM

“

Love, Karen and Robert purchased the Peaceful White Lilies Basket for the family of
Roger Lee Raaf.

Love, Karen and Robert - December 29, 2020 at 07:49 PM

“

Love and Prayers!!! Mary Beth and Mel purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family
of Roger Lee Raaf.

Love and Prayers!!! Mary Beth and Mel - December 29, 2020 at 05:12 PM

“

I am so sorry to hear about Roger. Roger and Cheryl were my other Mom and Dad
growing up. They always opened their house for me. Julie and I were a little bit
naughty during our teenage years and they never closed the door. So many great
memories at the Raaf House . Sending love and prayers
.

Merritt Davis - December 29, 2020 at 03:39 PM

“

Our sympathy to you, Cheryl and the whole family! We lived in the condos across
from you on 12th and our daughter Tracy was in class with Carrie - 3rd and 4th
grade. Long time ago- Alzheimers is a cruel disease of loss for the family. Take care
and you are in my prayers. Vivian and Ed Radi

Vivian Radi - December 29, 2020 at 12:14 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Roger Lee Raaf.

December 29, 2020 at 12:14 PM

“

Cheryl and Family, was saddened to hear that Roger passed. He was a great pilot
and one of the “good guys” at the UND Flying Club during our college days. Many
great memories when we were getting our pilot ratings. Bob Wood

Bob Wood, Grand Forks and Fountain Hills - December 28, 2020 at 10:55 AM

“

Roger Gary gonna miss you remember all the memories Merlin how are you guys all
the hunting trips remember the days in Hebron love you sorry you had to leave by

Gary Pulkrabek - December 28, 2020 at 06:52 AM

“

Margaret Watson lit a candle in memory of Roger Lee Raaf

Margaret Watson - December 27, 2020 at 05:24 PM

“

So saddened to read of Roger's death. As a swim parent for the West Fargo Flyers,
for years I called on Roger for his donation to the swim club, he was always eager to
give more. It was my favorite phone call to make annually. Dick and Roger enjoyed
there times together at meets and beyond. Both being aviation and equipment
buddies. He always had a smile on his face. Love and prayers to the entire family.
Dick and Terri Springer

Terryl Springer - December 27, 2020 at 09:32 AM

“

Going to miss Roger's endless energy. It was an experience dealing with you my
friend. One I looked forward to. Say hi to all the contractors and dealers up there.
There are many. Peace Roger . Jimmy Gibb

Jim gibb - December 27, 2020 at 09:07 AM

“

I am so sorry. My deepest condolences to your family.

Lydia Faulkner - December 26, 2020 at 07:13 PM

“

I am so sorry to hear about Rogers passing. My heart hurts for you! You are in my
thoughts and prayers during this sad time! Hugs my friend!

Missy Tedford - December 26, 2020 at 04:24 PM

“

We were so sorry to hear of Roger’s passing, our thoughts and prayers are with you.
Denis and Darlene Oye

Darlene Oye - December 26, 2020 at 03:24 PM

“

2 files added to the tribute wall

Julie Raaf - December 26, 2020 at 03:31 AM

“

We had great memories of hunting trips to the Badlands neear Dickinson. Roger will be
missed.
Greg Gibb
Greg Gibb - December 29, 2020 at 03:23 PM

“

“

Roger was great person. arlan and him had many memories so sorry. Sharon Kolb
sharon kolb - December 29, 2020 at 11:09 PM

3 files added to the album Favorite recent pictures

Julie Raaf - December 26, 2020 at 03:22 AM

“

Cheryl and girls... Jim and I send our sincere sympathy. Always enjoyed visiting with Roger
and thought he was such a nice guy.
Peace to all of you...
Margo McCulley
Margo McCulley - December 27, 2020 at 01:13 PM

“

Roger was one of my favorite swim Dads. He was an awesome, caring friend. He
cooked ribs many times for us. I loved how he walked Saturdays from the Southside
clear up north and back home again first stopping at Lauerman's for a beer &
pretzels. He loved his family & adored his girls. You will be missed. Be at Peace
Roger. Thank you for your friendship.

Marsha Dahl - December 24, 2020 at 03:57 PM

“

Thanks Moosh. He knew how to live life and enjoy every moment to the fullest. We are so
blessed to have him as our Dad. Cheers to ribs and friends. Jul bug
Julie Raaf - December 24, 2020 at 07:59 PM

“
“

Cheryl...,my thoughts and prayers are with you and the girls. Hugs...
Margaret Watson - December 26, 2020 at 04:55 PM

Always had a good time with Roger. Sorry for your loss. Our prayers are with you.
Gary and Faye Aamold
Gary Aamold - December 27, 2020 at 08:49 AM

“

My deepest sympathy for all of you. I will always remember Roger as being fun an jovial.
My thoughts and prayers are with you all.
Molly (McCormick) Barnes
Molly Barnes - December 28, 2020 at 09:53 AM

“

Cheryl and girlsRoger was such a great guy! He was the fun Dad at swim meets and kept us all on our
toes! Best ribs on the grill and beers at Lauerman’s! So sorry for your loss. Thoughts and
prayers.
Jo Brenneise and family.
Jo Brenneise - December 28, 2020 at 05:34 PM

“

Cheryl and girls--Roger was one of very few people that I have called a true and
dependable friend. I'll never forget the good times we shared over nearly 60 years. Jeanne,
Brian, Jessica, and I are thinking about you.
Bruce Lindsay - December 29, 2020 at 01:33 PM

“

I just had a chance to watch the amazing slide show.....How my heart hurts!! Memories can
be excruciating and awesome all at the same time. The pictures are proof that Roger was
such an amazing guy, who loved his wife and his "girls" and family so much! And later he
was such a great grandpa.....one of my fondest memories is when I was at your house
when Paige was probably 3 or 4 years old and he was sitting on the floor while she combed
and 'restyled' his hair :) That incident reminds me of what a nurturing, hands-on family man
he has always been.
Mel and I still cherish the fun we had together with the two of you, and what a reliable,
devoted friend Roger has always been!! We already miss him!! And we send our love and
sympathy to each and every one of you!!! Love You All!!!
Mary Beth and Mel - December 29, 2020 at 07:58 PM

“

Cheryl, girls and families,
Our deepest sympathy at this time of your great loss. We were saddened to hear of
Roger's passing. We will keep you in our thoughts and prayers. He will be missed by all
who knew him.
Take Care! ivan and Pat
Patricia Meyer - December 30, 2020 at 08:07 AM

“

Cheryl and family, So sorry to hear of Rogers passing. Reading the comments above it
seems like he was a great dad, grandpa and husband. Thinking of you now and hoping for
some peace for you and your kids. Big hugs, Cheryl
vickie hoss - December 30, 2020 at 08:36 AM

“

Sending my deepest sympathies. I had a nice visit with Roger at our 50th high school
reunion in 2014 and thinking he was still a humble guy.
Rhea Mann Winberg - December 30, 2020 at 02:38 PM

“

Cheryl and Family, It is with a heavy heart that we read of
Roger's passing. May our thoughts and prayers be with you and your family. We have
many great memories of times past.
Thinking of you. Doug and Connie
Douglas Lefor - December 30, 2020 at 07:27 PM

“

Cheryl and family, so sorry to hear about Roger, you are in our thoughts and prayers.
Schumacher family
Shila - January 03, 2021 at 04:27 PM

“

I just learned of Roger's passing. My condolences to his family. We were teammates on the
UND wrestling team in the 1960's. He was a good person, a good teammate and a good
wrestler. We only had a couple of contacts since then but I always thought highly of him. He
was one of the good ones.
Rocco Meconi
Rocco Meconi - February 20 at 11:15 PM

