Rev. Roger Jerry Leonhardt
August 1, 1939 - January 7, 2019

Pastor Roger Leonhardt, a longtime resident of Devils Lake, North Dakota died early
Monday morning January 7th at Bethany Homes on University, surrounded by his loving
family. Roger was 79 years old.
Roger Jerry Leonhardt was born on August 1st to Oscar and Louise (Hofsass) Leonhardt
in Providence, Rhode Island, the youngest of two sons. Roger grew up and attended
elementary school and high school just outside of Providence in Warwick, Rhode Island.
After his high school graduation he began his studies to become a Pastor of the Lutheran
Church Missouri Synod. In September 1957 he began his theological studies at Concordia
College in Bronxville, New York, where he met his future wife, Sonja Vorbeck of New York
City, NY. He continued his studies and graduated from Concordia Senior College, in Fort
Wayne, Indiana. In the fall of 1961 Roger went to Concordia Seminary in St. Louis,
Missouri to begin the last 4 years of the 8 year Theological program. He graduated from
Concordia Seminary in 1965.
On June 22, 1963 he married Sonja Vorbeck at Immanuel Lutheran Church in New York
City. They moved to Winnipeg, Manitoba Canada for Vicarage, working with a
congregation of people who were deaf. During this internship year their son Tad was born
in 1964. After his graduation from the Seminary, he was ordained on June 6, 1965 in his
home Congregation, St. Pauls Lutheran Church in Providence, Rhode Island. A few days
later, their daughter Lorinda was born in 1965.
Shortly after his Ordination, the family of four took off from Rhode Island for their first
parish assignment in Devils Lake, North Dakota, where Roger was a Lutheran Pastor of
12 North Dakota and Western Minnesota preaching stations serving deaf congregations,
and was Chaplain at the North Dakota School for the Deaf (NDSD) for the next 17 years.
During this time Roger became the first, and at the time, the only certified interpreter for
the deaf in the state of North Dakota. In 1981, Roger remained serving the students at
NDSD, the deaf congregation in Devils Lake, and became the Pastor at a dual- parish
congregation serving St. Peter’s Lutheran Church in Devils Lake, ND, and Grace Lutheran

Church in Lakota, ND until 2001 when Roger retired.
Roger was always a hands-on dad and grandpa. He loved spending time with his wife and
family, traveling to the East Coast, and around North Dakota in their motorhome. His love
for the Lord, his wife Sonja, and their children, grandchildren and great grandchildren was
always first and foremost in his life. This love and devotion was apparent to everyone who
knew him. He touched the lives of countless children and adults of the deaf community
throughout his ministry and throughout his life. Rev. Leonhardt celebrated the 50th
Anniversary of his Ordination in the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod on June 6, 2015. He
lived his life as a good and faithful servant.
Roger is survived by his wife of fifty-five years, Sonja Leonhardt of Fargo, ND. His son and
daughter-in-law, Tad and Kris Leonhardt of Sioux Falls, SD, and their six children and
families; Anthony (Emmaleigh) Leonhardt, Canton, SD; Benjamin (Charlotte) Leonhardt
and their children Charis & Gideon, Lincolnton, NC; Kassia Leonhardt & daughter Bailee,
Sioux Falls, SD; and Tabetha, Zane and Eli Leonhardt, Sioux Falls, SD. Roger is also
survived by his daughter and son-in-law, Mitch and Lorinda Semanko, Fargo, ND, and
their five children and families; Zachary Idland and daughter, McKynlea Kitsch, Fargo, ND;
Alexandra (Kellen) Bubach and their daughter Masen, Ankeny, Iowa; Cassidy Semanko
(Renier Salas) & daughter Blakely, Santa Ana, CA; Martha Semanko, River Forest, Illinois;
and Sophie Semanko, Fargo, ND.
He is also survived by 2 sisters-in-law, Cindy Leonhardt, Vero Beach, Florida, and
Marianne Vorbeck, Colts Neck, NJ, several nieces and nephews and their families.
Roger was preceded in death by his parents, Oscar and Louise Leonhardt, his brother,
Oscar Leonhardt, his mother and father-in-law, Karl and Martha Vorbeck, grandchildren,
Karl Leonhardt and Stephanie Leonhardt, and great grandson, Luca Brooks Bubach.
The family of Rev. Roger Leonhardt would like to thank the nurses, CNA’s and the entire
staff at Bethany Homes on University for their loving care of Roger. You are all greatly
appreciated.
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Comments

“

My name is Linda Robinson. My parents were Arne and Lydia Gaasland, a deaf
couple who belonged to Missouri Lutheran Church in Bismarck, ND. I have fond
memories of the service he provided to the deaf community in Bismarck. Pastor
Leonhardt was loved and respected by the deaf community he served. He truly was
one of God's servants. I am holding his family in my prayers.

Linda Robinson - January 16 at 06:05 PM

“

Sending love and prayers for your family.
Jon and Sara, Bridger, Kenzie and Hale

Sara Clites - January 12 at 04:44 PM

“

Sonja and family, Thoughts and prayers to the family. Rev. Leonhardt was the one
who planted the mustard seed in me. Will remember him always.

D. Frelich - January 12 at 04:17 PM

“

My sympathies to all of you. I loved having him for a minister. I'll never forget how he
supported my sister and I in working with the kids of the church. Always a kind word
and a smile! He will be missed.

Jennifer Stavem - January 12 at 02:14 AM

“

Rest in the peace and presence of Jesus, Pastor. We'll see you later.

Rev. Steve Schulz - January 11 at 05:52 PM

“

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the family of Rev. Roger Jerry Leonhardt.

January 11 at 10:55 AM

“

136 files added to the album LifeTributes

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - January 11 at 08:41 AM

“

9 files added to the album LifeTributes

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - January 10 at 08:12 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Rev. Roger Jerry
Leonhardt.

January 10 at 07:18 PM

“

Pretty Please was purchased for the family of Rev. Roger Jerry Leonhardt.

January 10 at 06:55 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Rev. Roger Jerry
Leonhardt.

January 10 at 05:35 PM

“

4 files added to the album LifeTributes

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - January 10 at 04:39 PM

“

Watching my Dad sign "Silent Night" is one of my most vivid and special Christmas
memories. I can see my dad signing this song in my mind every time I hear "Silent Night",
and I don't think anyone will ever sign with the grace he did... I will remember the beauty of
this song and cherish this image of my Dad for the rest of my life. I Love you, and I miss
you terribly, Dad. ~ Lorinda
Lorinda - January 11 at 03:39 PM

“

My heart goes out to the Rev. Rogers family. He married my husband and I in 1987
in Devils Lake. God has a great person coming at him..thank you Rev Roger for all
that you did to spread the word of the Lord. My condolences to his family.

Lorna and Rob Fuglesten
lorna - January 10 at 04:13 PM

“

Lorinda and family,
I am so sorry for your loss. Thoughts and prayers for you.
Brenda Miller-Bergsrud

Brenda Bergsrud - January 10 at 03:25 PM

“

To Sonja and family, sorry to hear of Roger’s passing, know your hearts are aching,
sending thoughts and prayers to all

Marlene Krein - January 10 at 01:57 PM

“

Beautiful Heart Bouquet was purchased for the family of Rev. Roger Jerry Leonhardt.

January 10 at 11:31 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Rev. Roger Jerry Leonhardt.

January 10 at 10:25 AM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Rev. Roger Jerry
Leonhardt.

January 10 at 09:03 AM

“

I had several opportunities to interact with Rev. Leonhardt over the years he was in
Devlis Lake. I has in Langdon and we were in the the same circuit. He encouraged
me to be a delegate to a LCMS national convention in the 70's. I then got to know
him through his work with vocational ed for special needs students. In all the roles, I

was always proud to know he was part of my church.
Gary Rath, Bismarck
Gary Rath - January 09 at 10:42 PM

“

Dear Sonja and Family,
I was so sorry to hear of the loss of Pastor Leonhardt. I so enjoyed many visits with
Pastor and Sonja at the Senior Center in Devils Lake - what a very special couple!
May our loving heavenly Father be very near to you all now and be your comfort and
strength in the days ahead.
God bless!
Alice - Foot Care Nurse

Alice Damschen - January 09 at 10:35 PM

“

My thoughts and prayers go out to all of you. Rev Roger was a kind, gentle person
who touched the lives of many. He always had a little laugh and smile which lifted
your spirits and made you feel good. Sincerely Karen Weisser

Karen Weisser - January 09 at 09:11 PM

“

I remember when I first met Roger and Sonja he taught me how to sign Jesus Loves
Me....I am so very grateful for the love and support he gave me when I lived in Devils
Lake... You will be sadly missed by all who knew you.. May you rest in peace in
God`s paradise and someday I will see you again.. I love you and Sonja very
much...Peace, Love and Hope...Love always, Kelly Olson Jerombeck from Lakota,
North Dakota...I now live in Grand Forks.....

kelly.jerombeck@yahoo.com - January 09 at 08:36 PM

“

Sonja and family
Our condolences to you and the family. Jim has great fond memories with Pastor
“LT” during his days at NDSD. He will be missed. May God give you comfort.
Sheri & Jim Johnson

Jm Johnson - January 09 at 11:12 AM

“

Small Garden Dish was purchased for the family of Rev. Roger Jerry Leonhardt.

January 09 at 11:11 AM

“

I am so sorry to hear about your loss..

ann sandell - January 09 at 10:56 AM

“

Tad & Lorinda, so sorry to read this in today's paper. The loss of a parent is a difficult
time, but with God's strength you will keep him in your heart and cherish all the
wonderful moments that you have had together until you are together again. My
prayers are with you and your families during this time. Kellie Cossette (Nelson)

Kellie Cossette - January 09 at 10:05 AM

“

Our deepest condolences out to the families in the loss of their loved one, Pastor
Leonhardt. He will be greatly missed by everyone that knew and loved him. He was
an exceptional Pastor. Thoughts and prayers to the families.
John and Rayme S
Minnesota

John and Rayme S - January 08 at 09:05 PM

“

“

I remember his kindness to all. My sympathies to the family. Holly Pedersen
Holly Pedersen - January 08 at 11:13 PM

Sonja, Jim and I are so sorry to hear of Roger's death. We remember him with
respect and fondness from our years at NDSD.
May memories sustain you--I know you have thousands.
Warmly,
Mary Lou Rice & Jim Gorski

Mary Lou Rice - January 08 at 09:05 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Rev. Roger Jerry
Leonhardt.

January 08 at 05:02 PM

“

Roger was a man of great faith who had a great sense of humor & A GREAT HEART
FOR OTHER PEOPLE.
He will missed.
Gary & Sharon French

Blaine, Minnesota
Gary French - January 08 at 04:34 PM

“

I am sorry to hear of Roger's passing, my deepest condolences to his family. He was
my pastor in Devils Lake when I was in high school. I enjoyed discussing the Bible
and Our Savior with him.

Tony - January 08 at 04:27 PM

“

he is such wonderful man he helped when i lost parents my brother ,sister and other
relatives now he with jesus and god got a very helpful careing man god bless his memory i
will forget him.may he rest in peace. also my thoughts and prayers go out to his family tell
them i am here for them anytime and i have a shoulder and my heart for them anytime.
Debbie (Olson) Grow - January 08 at 09:31 PM

“
“

Our thoughts and our prayers are sent to you and your families. Julius
Julius Sayler - January 09 at 08:38 AM

He was so wonderful to come to our place for funeral wow. So thoughtful he is. And sorry
your loss of him.
Joyce
JOYCE TEGARDEN - January 09 at 12:28 PM

“

He was very good Lutheran pastor and he was respect, fondness, humor of sense, flexible
personal for ND School for Deaf in Devils Lake , ND . So i am so sorry to hear of Roger's
passed away. Sympathies to his family. God Bless him, Amen.
Steven Michelson
Steve - January 09 at 01:51 PM

“

Sonja and Family: We are all very sorry to learn of Rogers passing. We have thought of
you both fondly over the years. We were very fortunate to have you in our lives.
Diane - January 09 at 03:32 PM

“

Sonja and family, Lydia and I want to let u know that we are so sorry about the passing of
your husband and dad recently. We know that he is in better place now.
Bradley Christesen - January 11 at 03:34 PM

