Rodney Kent Thompson
December 7, 1932 - May 24, 2019

Rodney Kent Thompson passed away quietly after a short hospital stay on May 24, 2019
at Sanford Medical Center, Fargo, ND. Interment will be at Sunset Memorial Gardens,
Fargo, ND.
The family wishes to recognize the Fargo Sanford Medical Center Doctors, Nurses, Aides,
and staff for their compassionate care of Rodney in the month of May.
Rodney was born on December 7, 1932 to Raymond and Myrtle Thompson. He grew up
on a farm near Woods, ND between Davenport and Leonard. He loved farm life and
growing up on the farm. He worked with his father Ray on the farm and attended
elementary school in Woods, and graduated from Leonard High School. Rodney joined
the Army and served in the United States and Germany. When he finished his tour in the
Army, he decided it was time to return to North Dakota, get married and settle down. Marie
I. Greuel and Rodney were married on November 28, 1958. In 1962 they purchased a
home in West Fargo where they lived until their passing.
After moving to West Fargo, Rodney worked for Swanston Equipment and Acme Welding
(now Praxair) in Fargo and farmed part-time alongside his father. Rodney also enjoyed
flying, which he did when employed with Swanston. When farming became a more
dominant part of his life, Rodney left Acme and farmed alongside Marie. He also owned
and operated over the road trucks, enjoying the work and seeing new sights. Rodney and
Marie enjoyed their relationships with their many neighbors on Elm Street in West Fargo.
Dad also enjoyed the farm neighbors over the years in the Leonard/Davenport/Kindred
area.
When Marie became ill in 2010, Rodney set other things aside and cared almost daily for
her at home and visiting when she was in nursing homes. Marie passed away on January
29, 2014 after a short cancer battle. Rodney continued to live on Elm Street in West Fargo
spending time with his children and grandchildren. He traveled with his grandchildren on
local day trips and to Medora and the Black Hills. He attended as many school and sports

activities as possible. As recent as mid-February he had traveled to Center, ND to watch
his two grandsons play basketball.
Rodney is survived by one daughter, Rhonda and her children, Alex, Christopher, and
Matthew, Fargo, ND; one son, Mark (Laurie) and their children, Sarah, Benjamin, and
Michael, Mandan, ND.
He was preceded in death by his parents.

Comments

“

Mark, Rhonda and your families
Sympathy on the passing of your Dad and Grandpa. There is always sadness, but
take comfort in the good memories.
One of my memories is the wedding of your parents: he was so handsome and she
so lovely. I was there as a "Steinweg" cousin of your mom. (Hazel and Juletta were
sisters.) My mom always enjoyed your grandmother, Myrtle Thompson
Blessings.
Rosalee Trom Forkner
Northfield, MN

Rosalee Forkner - June 23, 2019 at 08:13 AM

“

We will sincerely miss our beloved cousin. Rodney will be remembered as a joyful
man who dearly loved his North Dakota farm and his family. Our condolences to you
Mark and Laurie (Sarah, Benjamin, and Michael) and Rhonda (Alex, Christopher, and
Matthew). Your dad held a special place in our hearts.
Love,
Bonnie Appert
Richard Nystrom (Bud)
Sandy Flagstad
Susan Richards

Susan Richards - May 30, 2019 at 10:06 PM

“

I worked with Rodney at Clayton Drake Trucking. Rodney sometimes couldn't sleep
so he would read aloud and record his reading so he could listen to it again the next
day. He would give me boxes of cassette tapes to play in my truck. Sure helped to
pass the long hours on the road.
He was always there to help anyone who had problems on the road and usually
knew how to do repairs to get you going.

Bob Christiansen - May 30, 2019 at 01:26 PM

