Robert "Bob" Allan Scheel
June 6, 1933 - May 3, 2021

Bob's Memorial Service can be viewed here: https://vimeo.com/549653286
Robert's Tribute Video can be seen and copies ordered here:
https://www.tributeslides.com/tributes/show/8W2WCXR2R6S439TC
Robert Scheel, age 87 of Fargo, North Dakota passed away peacefully in his home at Tou
chmark, Monday, May 3, 2021.
Bob was born in Moorhead, Minnesota to Mabel (Benedict) and Frederick Scheel on June
6, 1933. He graduated from Central High in Fargo, and Hamline University in St. Paul, Min
nesota. During college, he met and married his wife of 60 years, Joan Cornell. After gradu
ation Bob joined the Marines and became a Naval aviator. Joan and Bob moved to Pensa
cola Florida, Kingsville Texas, and then to Kaneohe, Hawaii while Bob was in the Marines.
After his discharge, Bob started his career working for Scheels in Montana and returned to
spend most of his career at the South University Scheels in Fargo.
Bob and Joan were fortunate to retire to Sonoma Valley, California. During their time in Cal
ifornia, Bob and Joan enjoyed wine tasting, traveling, spending time with friends, and retur
ning to Pelican Lake during the summer months.
Bob was an unsparing philanthropist, and enjoyed making a difference in people’s lives, b
oth locally and globally. His hobbies included playing bridge, jigsaw puzzles, tennis, sailing
and working around the yard. Bob and Joan were lifelong members of First Congregationa
l Church of Fargo.
Bob is survived by his two daughters: Janet Gunderson Stellpflug (Tom) Minneapolis, and
Kristen Scheel (Scott Askerooth) Detroit Lakes; six grandchildren: Ben Stellpflug, Bob Ges
ke (Ashley), Eric Stellpflug, Libby Rott (Michael), Olivia Gunderson, and Davis Geske; thre
e great grandchildren; sister, Patricia Crary; brother, Chuck Scheel, and special friend, Pat

ti Pratt.
Bob was preceded in death by his parents; his wife, Joan; brothers, Fred and James, and
sister, Kay Norem.
Thank you to everyone at Touchmark for making Dad feel at home.
Thank you to everyone at Roger Maris Cancer Center for taking such great care of Dad, e
specially Dr. Preston Steen for whom Dad had the utmost respect and gratitude.
Memorials are preferred to the YWCA , First Congregational Church or a charity of choice.
A private family service will be held.

Comments

“

A webcast video has been added.

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - May 15 at 12:37 PM

“

An external video has been added.

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - May 07 at 10:26 AM

“

I met Bob at Touchmark. My father Maury Lykke, Bob and others enjoyed breakfast
together. Their breakfast table was filled with lively conversation by many
experienced and kind gentlemen, from all walks of life. They shared their history,
jokes and news and would smile so large when talking about their families.
Bob spoke at my father's funeral, telling the joys of Maury's famous meatloaf. Since
my father Maury passed away 2 years ago, also have many others from their
breakfast table. Now I have learned of Bob's passing. I greatly miss those times with
Maury, Bob and the gentlemen at their breakfast table.

Mark Lykke - June 28 at 11:34 AM

“

Bob made it possible for thousands of poor and orphaned children and teenagers to
go to school, recover their health, and develop a path towards a career and positive
future through the Bob and Joan Scheel Vocational Educational Center in
Guatemala, Central America. In addition to helping impoverished children of normal
school age, the Scheel Center is the only school in the region where teenagers and
young adults who never had a chance to go to school could be accepted, and pass
two and even three academic years in one calendar year. Bob's focus on vocational
training kept the carpenter saws spinning, and the bread-making ovens hot. He
saved the lives and futures of thousands of children; someday they will have the
honor and privilege to know him in heaven and thank him personally. You are
missed, Bob. Patrick Atkinson

Patrick Atkinson - May 21 at 05:45 PM

“

I have very fond memories of Mr. Scheel from early high school days when Jan and I
were dating. Mr. Scheel introduced me to the thrill of sailboat racing--particularly
when I crewed for him a couple of times on his 16' Hobie Cat--including getting out
on the trapeze in one race!
Condolences to Jan, Kris, and all who loved this dear man so very much..
With love, Mark Hoffman

Mark Hoffman - May 15 at 04:45 PM

“

I was homesick and a bit lost when Bob took the time to drive up from California to
Eugene to watch me run at Hayward field and take me out for dinner- that was such
a blessing in my life. I will cherish the memories of driving Bob and my dad to the
RST Scheels grand opening and flying with him in the right seat of the Citation. What
a wonderful man. Jan, Kris, Patti and families, may the Holy Spirit comfort you during
this incredibly sorrowful time.
John Alin

John Alin - May 10 at 06:04 PM

“

Dear Jan, Kris, Tom, Scott, and family, I am thinking of you all and praying you find
some peace during this difficult time. Bob was one of my favorite people in the world
and was a great mentor and friend to me. Bob touched the lives of many in so many
positive ways. He led by example and what a tremendous example he set: humble,
kind, intelligent, adventurous, generous, loving, caring and fun to be around. He lived
a wonderful life and I am thankful for the time I spent with him. I will miss him dearly.
Take care and God bless you all.
David Burd

David Burd - May 10 at 05:36 PM

“

Kris and Jan, I am so sorry for your loss. I admired your dad for his unchanging core
values, solid work ethic and enormous spirit of giving. As I reflect on the years under
his leadership, I feel grateful and blessed to have flourished under his wing. Connie
(Stam) Grondahl

Connie Grondahl - May 10 at 04:42 PM

“

Bob was a tremendous person with a huge and generous heart. I’ll forever enjoy
memories of his company, care and kindness to others. He and Joan touched many
lives through their philanthropy – the likes of which will live on for generations of
women and children served by YWCA and other worthy organizations. We are
grateful to have known Bob and, for me personally to have called him a friend. Our
condolences to Bob’s family as we know how much he loved all of you; he talked of
you fondly and often. Erin Prochnow and YWCA Cass Clay

Erin Prochnow - May 10 at 12:57 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Dan Olympia - May 09 at 02:15 PM

“

Kathy and I were very saddened to hear about Bob's passing, but also so gratified
that we had the opportunity to know him and Joan over the years. We both spent
time at the Southside Scheels early in our youth and experienced his friendship and
good humor into later years. Bob introduced me to the joys of little and big boat
sailing, where he had an opportunity to share his skills as well as his philosophical
and philanthropic leanings. He did much for others without any fanfare and with
much humility. We always appreciated his "down to earth" folksiness, wry
observations and the obvious enjoyment he took in his family. Our sincerest
condolences to his children, family and numerous friends.
Dan and Kathy Olympia, Salt Lake City

Dan/Kathy Olympia - May 08 at 12:08 PM

“

Sending our sympathies, thoughts and prayers to you in the loss of your gramps.
Thinking of all of you, especially Bobby, Davis and Libby.
Love from Dave and Benedict and family

Sue Benedict - May 07 at 09:35 AM

“

Bonnie K Fischer lit a candle in memory of Robert "Bob" Allan Scheel

Bonnie K Fischer - May 06 at 10:47 AM

“

The loss of Bob is felt by many. My heartfelt condolences and I pray that you are
surrounded by God’s comforting love.
Shirley Green

Shirley Green - May 05 at 10:31 PM

“

It was an honor to meet Bob during the 2020 Veteran's Warrior Ride while stopped at
the Pelican Rapids VFW. As a retired Marine, it was very humbling to share in light
conversation with him, knowing where he had been and the period he served within.
A true warrior for country and Corps! My sincerest condolences to Bob's family.
Colonel Holmquist (USMC, Retired)

Todd Holmquist - May 05 at 12:34 PM

“

Kris and Family~ The story of Bob (Gramps) is a story of a life well lived. A true
example of how to always be humble and kind. He was proud of his family and a
JOY to visit with. May the perpetual light shine upon him now and forever. John and
Lynne Mari

Lynne and John Mari - May 05 at 11:58 AM

“

Bob led by example with integrity, fairness, humility and hard work. Working for Bob
during my formative years provided me with the best business education possible. To
this day I use the principles I learned from Bob in my own business. Rest in peace,
Bob, and sincere condolences to Jan, Kris and family. John Thompson

John Thompson - May 05 at 11:30 AM

“

We are so sorry to hear about Bob's passing. He was such a quiet, gentle man. He
always had a smile and cheerful "Hello" when I saw him in church. He will be missed
by so many! God bless Bob and all of you at this sad time.
Carolyn and Scott Stenseth

Carolyn Stenseth - May 05 at 10:23 AM

“

Kathy Carbno lit a candle in memory of Robert "Bob" Allan Scheel

Kathy Carbno - May 05 at 08:43 AM

“

I bought a Hobi-Cat from Bob and traded baseball cards with Steve Scheels. Fred
was always nice to me too.....RIP...Greg Nelson

Greg Nelson - May 05 at 06:15 AM

“

Condolences. I remember how kind he was and I was kid who just loved being at
Scheels in my neighborhood. Double seater bikes for rent and bike tire repair. RIP

Debra Sue Hruby - May 04 at 09:03 PM

“

RIP Mr Scheel- Duane Huschka(former neighbor across the alley)

Duane Huschka - May 04 at 06:04 PM

“

Remembering all the good times together. You will be so missed by everyone...

Patti Pratt - May 04 at 11:12 AM

