Robert "Bob" Alan Nelson
December 25, 1959 - July 6, 2017

Robert (Bob) Alan Nelson, 57, of Fargo passed away unexpectedly of natural causes on
July 6, 2017 at home. Funeral services will be held at First Lutheran Church, 619
Broadway, Fargo, ND at 2 p.m. Tuesday July 11, 2017. Visitation will be held one hour
prior to services. Burial will be at Riverside Cemetery.
A Christmas present to his parents, Bob was born in Sioux Falls, SD on December 25,
1959 to Dorothy (Bentley) Nelson and Douglas Nelson. Due to his uniquely shared
birthdate, Bob was featured in the local paper the following Christmas. As an infant the
family moved to Red Wing, MN. At age 5 the family moved to Minnetonka, MN and spent
a decade where he and his siblings enjoyed many childhood memories.
When Bob reached junior high he moved to Fargo, ND where he spent the rest of his life.
He graduated from Fargo North High School and then graduated from NDSU with a BA
which he used to become a professional photographer. Spending his career primarily as a
sport photographer at NDSU, he captured NDSU athletes' greatest moments throughout
the years.
He assisted at First Lutheran Church any way he could, including taking the photo of the
Christmas display that would be featured for many years in the church’s postcards and
reading cards.
He is remembered for his quirky sense of humor and his remarkable ability to quote Monty
Python. His passion for aeronautics and space shown through - he was an avid fan of Star
Wars and would never miss capturing the Air Show through the lenses of his camera. You
could often find him at night capturing the stars. A patient and kind man, he took care of
his father Douglas for years before his death that allowed his father to comfortably stay in
their home instead of moving to assisted living.
He is survived by his mother Dorothy, his sister Cindy Nelson Purdy and her husband Al
and his brother Jeff Nelson and his wife Colleen. Bob prided himself on being a doting
uncle to his nieces & nephews; Jen, Becca, PJ, Megan and Zack along with grand-niece
and nephews Henry, Tommy and Carly. Known as Unca Bob to all, he was fun, kind and
patient. A special thanks to Craig and Char Maas for all their support. Bob will also be
sorely missed by Murphy, his loving (and slightly neurotic) dog.
In lieu of flowers please consider a donation to The Epilepsy Foundation of Minnesota

(www.epilepsyfoundation.org) or 4 Luv of Dog Rescue (www.4luvofdog.org) - where he got
his slightly neurotic dog. Please contact the family if you need additional details.
We also want to thank 911 for their speedy response and compassionate care. Special
thanks to friends and neighbors for their support and kindness.
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Comments

“

Deepest condolences to you Dorothy and your family. It was so heartwarming to see
the tribute to Bob in today's Fargo Forum by Jeff Kolpack. He certainly captured
Bob's personality! God Speed!
Judy Ary

judy ary - July 11, 2017 at 02:09 PM

“

I'm so very sorry to hear about Bob. We worked together in the mid '90s at NDSU in
the Library Media Center. Bob was SO talented and generous. He was always willing
to give me tips without making me feel like an idiot -- LOL. My deepest condolences
to his family and friends. 57 is way way too young. Peace to you, Bob.
~ Connie B

Connie Burkhart - July 11, 2017 at 01:14 PM

“

I am so sorry to hear of the passing of Bob. He was my friend in the neighborhood as
we met each other while out walking our dogs. He was kind and patient and he and
Murphy had a special bond. He will be missed.

Linda Barr - July 10, 2017 at 09:42 AM

“

I remember Bob well. We worked together on The Spectrum student newspaper staff
back in the 1980s. I was shocked and saddened to hear of his passing. Bob will be
missed. My thoughts and prayers are with you during this very difficult time.

Rick Olson - July 09, 2017 at 10:52 PM

“

So sorry to hear of Bob's passing. I always enjoyed visiting with him around athletic
events and the BSA. He took time for people and was kind to all. Whenever I needed
anything for our team he was there to assist. My sympathy to his family and friends.
God bless!
Amy Ruley

amy ruley - July 09, 2017 at 09:56 PM

“

I am so sorry for the loss of Bob- he was a special part of the NDSU Athletics familyloved his sense of humor! For years I thought his name was Murry Wolf - Bob called
me Margaret which I never understood until I asked him why- he replied you don't
call me by my correct name -I said you are joking what is your name to which he
replied Bob Nelson - not sure he would have ever told me!

Lynn Dorn - July 09, 2017 at 09:30 PM

“

My deepest condolences to your family. I worked with Bob at The Spectrum and
NDSU Athletics in the early '90s. He was one of the kindest, most compassionate
people that I have had the honor of knowing. I remember his sense of humor and
how he always talked about his nephews and nieces. He took one of my favorite
pictures when he captured Dr. Ruth and I when she was in town and I was writing an
article about her. I wish I could be with you to celebrate his life, but I will keep him
and your family in my prayers.
Jon Martin

Jon Martin - July 09, 2017 at 07:30 PM

