Robert James Alin
December 1, 1929 - May 28, 2020

The Celebration of Robert's Life will be livestreamed here at 11am, Tuesday, June 8: http
s://vimeo.com/560126351
Robert “Bob” James Alin, husband, father, grandfather, brother, uncle, friend,
businessman and philanthropist, died peacefully in his home Thursday, May 28, 2020,
surrounded by his children.
Bob was born in his grandmother’s house in Lamoure, ND, on December 1, 1929 to
Clarence and Evelyn Alin. While growing up in Lamoure, he made lifelong friendships,
played football, sang in the choir (beautiful voice) and began working at age nine
delivering the Fargo Forum and Saturday Evening Post. He worked as a janitor and allaround helper at the local creamery, grocery and bank. At the age of twelve, he began
working as a farm hand and was harnessing horses! The Lamoure County Road crew
hired him at fifteen where he drove a D8 Caterpillar! He also worked as a funeral home
assistant and as a clerk at Groth Hardware.
He graduated from Lamoure High School in May 1947 and in the fall he attended NDSCS
Wahpeton where he played football. He soon purchased his first car, a 1947 Plymouth
convertible he purchased from his pastor. On October 15, 1950 he married the one and
only true love of his life Doris Elaine Persson from Edgeley, ND. They were happily
married for 65 years until Doris died December 16, 2015.
Bob served his country by joining the North Dakota National Guard in 1947 where he
achieved rank of 2nd Lieutenant. He was called to active duty in December 1950 during
the Korean War, where he served in Alabama, Georgia, and Texas managing logistics and
taught map reading and land navigation. While in Alabama, their first child Cynthia was
born in 1952.
After returning to Lamoure, their daughter Julie was born in 1955. The following year,
1956, Bob’s father-in-law, Fred Persson, showed him a one line ad for a job at a Fargo

Hardware Store. He applied and interviewed with Mr. Fred Scheel and the rest is history.
Soon their home in North Fargo was built and their son John was born in 1963.
Bob worked at Scheels tirelessly until his retirement in 1990. He was well known for his
self-discipline, sense of loyalty to the business, sincerity, and kindness to colleagues and
customers. He valued character over pedigree and looked for the good in each person he
met and usually found it. He was admired for always being a gentleman with respect for
all. Family and friends also enjoyed his wit and wholesome sense of humor. He was a 50
year member of Faith United Methodist Church in Fargo and served in many capacities
over the years. He recently joined bethel in Fargo where he worshiped with his children
and grandchildren.
When Bob retired in 1990, he and Doris enjoyed retirement to the fullest. They traveled all
around the world including Europe, Africa, Mexico and every state of the union expect for
Alaska. They enjoyed many winters in California, Florida and Arizona.
In 1991, Bob served his beloved state of North Dakota by traveling many miles over a
three-year span. He met with community leaders and soon 51 communities had Dollars for
Scholars Chapters proudly in place, where today over 40,000 individuals have been
awarded scholarships.
He served his communities of Fargo and West Fargo through many organization and
committees. Salvation Army board, Cosmopolitan Club, American Legion, Beautification
Committee of West Fargo, Fargo and West Fargo Chamber of Commerce, Yard of the
month, Veterans Memorial Arena Project to name a few.
Bob received many awards from business and community. Some include the Book of
Golden Deeds, Dollars for Scholars Awards, Scheels awards, the North Dakota
Community leadership award and many others humbly tucked away in his file drawer.
He was passionate about giving back and supported more than 130 charities yearly. A few
were Amistad worldwide, Dollars for Scholars, Salvation Army, Dakota Medical
Foundation, Boys and Girls Ranch, YMCA, YWCA, Churches united, New Life Center,
Boy Scouts of America, Cully’s Kids and many others.
His passions included having his 1929 Ford Model A restored, which he drove in many
parades promoting Dollars for Scholars, wood working where he made birdhouses,
crosses and bible reading stands. He enjoyed skiing, hunting, fishing, camping, collecting
pens and guns. He gardened tomatoes and flowers with the greenest thumb. His yard was

featured on the soroptomists garden tour. He enjoyed sharing his pool, flowers and yard
where many family memories were made.
Bob’s greatest passion was his love for the Lord and love for family. He began each and
every day at 4am with prayer, devotion and studying God’s word; he lived his life
accordingly. To his family he always responded with the gift of unconditional love. His
decency, sincerity and kind soul will stay with us forever. “Well done good and faithful
servant.”
Bob is survived by his three children, Cynthia (Richard) Jacobs, Julie Alin, John (Tracy)
Alin; four grandsons, Billy (Stephanie) Jordan, Sam (Steph) Jacobs, Robbie (Ross) Kimm,
and Hans Alin; two great-grandchildren, Spencer and Grace Jordan; sister, Lois Peterson,
three sisters-in-law and many nieces and nephews.
He was preceded in death by his wife, Doris, his parents, brother Dr. Jack Alin, three
nephews and many brothers and sisters-in-law.
His family expresses deep heartfelt appreciation for the tender loving care Hospice of the
Red River Valley gave Bob. A special thanks to registered nurses Katie and Bobbie, along
with Pastor Tom. Our deepest gratitude also is given to those who cared for him daily at
his home this past year. We were sure each had a halo and wings! Their care and
devotion will always be remembered.
Memorials may be mailed to The Bob and Doris Alin Legacy Scholarship Fund: North
Dakota Dollars for Scholars, 1200 Memorial Highway, Bismarck, ND 58504 or online at
nddollarsforscholars.org, or a charity of your choice.
Bob's Tribute Video can be seen here:
https://www.tributeslides.com/tributes/show/46S8QRT77B5JD3BT

Events
JUN
8

Visitation

10:00AM - 11:00AM

Bethel Church
2702 30th Ave. S., Fargo, ND, US, 58103

JUN
8

Celebration of Life

11:00AM

Bethel Church
2702 30th Ave. S., Fargo, ND, US, 58103

Comments

“

A webcast video has been added.

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - June 07, 2021 at 04:19 PM

“

An external video has been added.

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - June 07, 2021 at 10:55 AM

“

Dear Julie, Cindy, and John, I have many wonderful childhood memories of your dadhe was a great man! I wish I could be there, but I will be thinking of you and watching
online, celebrating his life and legacy with you. Love, Debbie Hegge

Debbie Hegge - June 08, 2021 at 10:42 AM

“

It was our privilege to be Bob and Doris' neighbor in Edgewood Village for the past 8
years. Visiting with him at our daily trips to the mailbox always left one with a smile
on your face. He will be missed by so many. Rest in peace friend.
Alcene Dalebout and Jonny Young

Alcene Dalebout - June 15, 2020 at 04:30 PM

“

What an amazing life! Bob was one of those special people that made life better for
so many people. Just spending some time visiting with Bob was an uplifting
experience. I have not known many people that could brighten your day like Bob
could with his positive attitude and sincere friendship. We feel so fortunate to have
known and shared fun times with Bob and Doris. We look forward to sending support
to the Scholarship fund in his memory
Dick &n Jaynee Walstad

Dick & Jaynee Walstad - June 14, 2020 at 05:59 PM

“

Many fond memories of time spent with Bob and Doris as they wintered here in
Arizona. Bob worked on Dollars for Scholars while he was here. Rest in peace.

David and Pat Lacina - June 10, 2020 at 04:34 PM

“

Your family at Fargo Scheels purchased the Be My Love Bouquet with Red Roses for
the family of Robert James Alin.

Your family at Fargo Scheels - June 10, 2020 at 04:25 PM

“

I purchased my first gun from Bob at Scheel's in the early 60's. I have known him
almost my entire life and consider it an honor to have known him. I saw him last fall
at the local IMA office and we had a nice talk, which I am glad we did. I also met his
daughter Julie. Bob was a true gentleman and a professional businessman. God
bless the memory of Bob Alin! Rest in peace good man!

E John & Brenda Carlson - June 09, 2020 at 08:12 AM

“

I had the joy of meeting your father and talking to him. What a nice man. It is no
wonder you are so gracious, Julie. My thoughts are with you and the family. Nancy
Schaffer

Nancy Schaffer - June 08, 2020 at 04:30 PM

“

Bob Alin was a great man. I have many wonderful memories of him from all the time I
spent during my childhood at the Alin home on 25th Avenue. He and Doris were so
special -- to each other and to others. My condolences to Cindy, Julie, John, and all
of the family. Debbie (Hegge) Meachum

Debra Meachum - June 07, 2020 at 10:00 PM

“

Dear Family,
We are so very sorry for your loss. Please know that you are in our thoughts and
prayers. With each passing day may your memories help you through and ease your
pain.
God Bless,
Tom and Diane Quam

Diane Quam - June 07, 2020 at 10:26 AM

“

My name is Bruce Meidinger. I had the privilege of serving with Bob on the Salvation
Army Advisory Board for many years. Bob was on the Board when the new addition
to the Army’s downtown Fargo facility was built, and was a key player in that effort.
He took particular joy in ringing the bell over the years. I also enjoyed running into
Bob while out and about. His smile and optimism always made my day.

Bruce Meidinger - June 07, 2020 at 09:39 AM

“

I'm Kathy Aspelund Rosendahl. I'm 91 and was Kathy Cole from LaMoure. I was a
year older than Bob in school, but we were always buddies through school. I always
enjoyed catching up with Bob though didn't get to see him much in the later years.
He was one great guy. Love and sympathy to you all.

Kathryn Rosendahl - June 06, 2020 at 06:05 PM

“

I would like to say I felt the love and kindness of Bob and Doris through their children.
Moving to Fargo North from Moorhead in 1971 was devastating but at North High this
girl welcomed me. We quickly became friends. Introducing her to my family was
easy, going to meet her family I could see why she was so kind, making the new girl
feel welcome. Her parents were the same, trusting their daughter to make the right
choices. Big sister putting up with us, little brother John trying to hide from us.
Through years of joy, heartache I'm happy to still call you friend . Thank you Bob
and Doris for three beautiful children. You are together again and I hope they can
feel the peace

Brenna Jore Grund - June 04, 2020 at 09:37 PM

“

What a great privilage it was to have the opportunity to know Bob; first as we worked
together in several committees at Faith United Methodist Church and then visitng him
at home. The first time I visited Bob, I enjoyed his homemade banana bread while he
recited a passage from the book of Isaiah--a treat indeed. I will always remember
Bob's grace and hospitality. I admired Bob and will miss him. His was a life well lived.
My best to all his family
Oscar Flores

Oscar Flores - June 04, 2020 at 06:19 PM

“

A true gentleman and great neighbor.
Dan Plambeck

Dan Plambeck - June 04, 2020 at 12:45 PM

“

I had the pleasure of working with Bob to help establish the WF Dollars for Scholars
Chapter. His dedication and drive to make scholarships available to students in ND
should be honored. He gave much of his time and talents to make sure students
succeeded. His generosity lives on. Rest In Peace.
Nancy Peterson, WF

Nancy Peterson - June 04, 2020 at 10:30 AM

“

Dear Bob’s family,
Although I didn’t meet your dad until
the mid-1980s we enjoyed many years of friendship. I am from LaMoure County and
he always thought it was a great place to be from. I will make a donation to the
LaMoure Dollars for Scholars in his memory. Peace be with you as you mourn his
death.
F C “Chuck” Humphrey
Pocatello, Idaho

F C Humphrey - June 04, 2020 at 09:20 AM

“

A life very well lived..We should all strive for this..

R Carlson - June 03, 2020 at 08:40 PM

“

I met Bob while I was serving as Kindred Area DFS member. This was after 2000. He
was still traveling around meeting with chapters. Heaven has certainly gained
another angel because he was one here on earth. Bless the memory of this amazing
man. I will stop one day in Mandan to pay respects.

Carlotta Spelhaug - June 03, 2020 at 08:35 PM

“

During my years in the West Fargo community I gain a great appreciation for Bob.
He always had a smile and a word of encouragement whenever we crossed paths.
My deepest sympathies to the family during this time of sorrow. Rejoice as Bob now
resides in his final home with the Lord.

Dennis Gullickson - June 03, 2020 at 07:46 PM

“

Julie, I am so sorry to hear about the loss of your dad. I also lost my dad 4 1/2
months ago. This has been very very difficult. 2020 has not been a good year so far
at all. My thoughts and prayers are with you and your family. Ps my dad’s name was
Bob also.

Shereen Faber - June 01, 2020 at 08:46 PM

“

I am deeply saddened to hear of the news of Bob's passing. I had the joy of knowing
him from church (Fargo Faith UMC) and from his membership as a fellow veteran in
the American Legion Poat 2. Bob was a friendly and generous man and he will be
missed. Prayers of comfort and peace to the family of Bob.
Christopher Hanson

Christopher Hanson - May 31, 2020 at 03:55 PM

“

Linda and I want to send our sincere sympathies as well as our thoughts and prayers
to the Alin Family. We both have so many positive memories of this great man. We
can’t imagine the lives that he has touched over the years in so many ways. We both
feel very fortunate to have know him. Please celebrate and enjoy the many
memories this man has provided to so many. God Bless! May he Rest In Peace.

Erv and LInda Inniger - May 30, 2020 at 08:54 AM

“

We send our most sincere sympathy to all of Bob's family. You are in our thoughts and
prayers. We enjoyed knowing Bob (and Doris) for 35 plus years as members of our Faith
family. They were a great couple and touched so many lives and will be missed, but
remembered by all who knew them. Love and Prayers,
Darlene and Harold Mattingly.
Darlene Symington Mattingly - May 30, 2020 at 10:45 AM

“

What a joy-filled wonderful man who rejoiced in the love of family and shared his love of
others in so many ways. He has left a legacy for us all regarding philanthropy and a way to
make a difference in the lives of the youth of our community. On a very personal level,
when our father, Roy Johnson, was having difficulty holding his Bible (as he did a Bible
study with your dad), Bob made him a Bible holder. That is now a treasured heirloom for
us. It now holds brother Roy's Bible. My heart is with you all. It reminds me of a Native
American Proverb: "Death is not the extinguishing of the light, but rather the putting out of
the lamp, for the dawn has come." Thank you for sharing your dad.
*The other angels are singing praises for him as enters heaven. Nancy and Neil Jordheim
Nancy and Neil Jordhiem - May 31, 2020 at 10:30 AM

“

Dear Family,
I was so sorry to hear about Bob's passing. I was blessed to have him as my mentor and
boss at West Acres Scheels during my teen/early adult years. The lessons and work ethic
he taught me and exemplified have stayed with me thru life. How much better the world
would be if everyone was more like Bob Alin. He is an example of the truly best! He is
wrapped in God's arms now and may comfort surround you.
With sympathy,
Roxanne Woods Meyer
Roxanne Meyer - June 07, 2020 at 12:56 PM

“

To the Family of Bob Alin,
We send our sincere sympathy to you & your family Cynthia. Norm and I have experienced
the passing of both sets of parents
So we understand your sorrow. I don’t think of our folks as being
Gone, but rather that they are simply in the next room!!!! I still
Think of them often, still talk to them often, and find them in my
Dreams often! They are all still Alive, living in Paradise keeping
An eye on us!!!!!!
Hope to see you Sometime!!! Your classmate,
Pamela Wiger Adams

npwigeradams52@gmail.com
Pamela Wiger Adams - June 24, 2020 at 05:38 PM

“

Alin Family: Even though its been MANY years since I met Bob, I remember all the
wonderful things he did for young people. He and my father-in-law, Art Weber were friends
in LaMoure. Also, some of my seniors, benefited from Dollars for Scholars money for their
college. Sending condolences to your family
Julie Byron - May 18, 2021 at 01:54 PM

