Richard "Dick" Currier
June 23, 1926 - February 13, 2020

Richard L. “Dick” Currier, 93, of Fargo, ND passed away surrounded by family on
Thursday, February 13, 2020, at the Villa Maria Nursing Home in Fargo.
Richard L. “Dick” Currier was born June 23, 1926, in Minneapolis, MN to Joseph and
Marguerite (Griffis) Currier. He grew up in the Cities and graduated from Washburn High
School and the Minnesota School of Business, both located in Minneapolis, MN. Dick
raced cars while going to high school and actually won at the Minnesota State Fair without
his parents knowing he raced. Dick served in the U. S. Army Air Corps and became a
pilot. After discharge from the Air Corps, he received a commercial pilot’s license and
instrument rating. In addition, he raced cars at state and county fairs in the Midwest for a
Minneapolis race car owner during the 40’s and 50’s. Dick rode a Harley Davidson Factory
Racing Cycle to ninth place in the USA standings. He was also a North Dakota Motorcycle
State Champion.
In 1948, he moved to Fargo and started Currier Motors with used cars and Indian
motorcycles. He met and married Lorene Smillie on May 20, 1950. They had two sons,
David and Daniel.
In 1954, Dick became a Harley Davidson dealer. Dick then owned and operated OK Tire
Store from 1956 to 1964, when he sold it. In the 60’s, he sold Cadillacs for Overvolds.
Dakota Fence Company started in 1974, where Dick went into business with his son,
David. He was very influential in the growth and success of the company. Dick was one
with many ideas.
Dick was very passionate about antique auto restorations and was involved with the
Shrine Dusters out of Bismarck, ND. His hobbies included going hunting in western North
Dakota with his sons and the grandchildren. He was best friends with his hunting black
lab, Thunder. He loved to travel, ride motorcycles and fly airplanes. He also liked building
large model ships. Each one of his grandchildren have a ship that he built. Dick was a
member of the El Zagal Shrine, American Legion, Fargo Elks and First Lutheran Church.

Dick is survived by his wife, Lorene; his two sons, David (Kay) and Daniel (Mickie) Currier;
grandchildren, Joseph (Becky) Currier, John, Amy (Josh) Mickelson, Adam (Heidi) Currier,
and Erica (Kyle) Argall. He has ten great-grandchildren. He is also survived by his sister,
Margaret Grove. He was preceded in death by his parents.
We believe he will be motorcycle racing or flying airplanes in heaven.
In lieu of flowers, the family asks that you make a charitable donation to the El Zagal
Transportation Fund that helps families whose children are patients at the Minneapolis
Shriners Hospital. This was a fund dear to his heart.
Visitation will be held at the Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home on Monday, February 17,
2020, from 6 to 8 pm.
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Comments

“

Dick was a great and a strong supporter of conservation and the hunting community.
May he Rest in Peace.

Bill Kiefer - March 10, 2020 at 12:55 PM

“

Russ Lamm and Jay Sloan-Merchants Metals purchased the Lovely One
Spathiphyllum Plant for the family of Richard "Dick" Currier.

Russ Lamm and Jay Sloan-Merchants Metals - February 17, 2020 at 02:13 PM

“

FAREWELL TO A GOOD AND KIND MAN. A MAN WHO HAD DREAMS AND
LIVED THEM. US AVERAGE MORTALS CAN ONLY DREAM! FAREWELL MY
BROTHER!
LYNN AND PAT THOMPSON

LYNN THOMPSON - February 17, 2020 at 01:51 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Richard "Dick" Currier.

February 17, 2020 at 10:39 AM

“

I am Dick’s relative by marriage on my grandfather’s side. Growing up in the 1960’s
and 1970’s, Dick was always the very successful businessman who worked so hard
we didn’t see him much, but when we did it was always very special. My wife and I
saw him and Lorene a few years ago when we visited Fargo and Dick was as happy
and lively as ever. He and Lorene are precious folks and I hold the entire family in my
prayers.
-Paul Schoberg
Kalaheo, Hawaii

Paul Schoberg - February 16, 2020 at 11:41 PM

“

To Lorene, Dave, Dan, and all the family,
So sorry to hear of Dick's passing. I'm glad I was able to visit with Dave, Lorene, and
Dick when I was in Fargo last May. I hadn't seen Dick for years and it was nice to
have a normal adult conversation. When I was growing up Dick seemed like a dare
devil type of person - often off on motorcycle rides, always active doing something,
and rarely home. He sure lived a long full life. So bless you all as you adjust to life
without his presence.

Shirley Schoberg-Hebda - February 16, 2020 at 09:39 PM

“

To the Currier families. I am so sorry for your loss. I worked with Dick at Dakota
Fence Company for 29 years and can think of all the good memories I have with
Dave, Dan and Dick. Dick had more energy and vigor than I had ever known.
Nothing could keep that man down. He loved his family so much and I felt a small
part of that family for some time. I know your lives will be so different now but I can
only hope that the memories you have of him will help you through this difficult time.
You are in Paul’s and my thoughts and prayers. Love to you all and deepest
sympathies. Thersa Bernier

Thersa Bernier - February 15, 2020 at 10:26 PM

“

Dan and Dave, I am sorry to hear of your father’s passing. You and your families are
in our thoughts and prayers. Roy and Lisa Sander

Roy Sander - February 15, 2020 at 09:09 PM

“

Your family Harley-Davidson of Fargo purchased the Lovely One Spathiphyllum Plant
for the family of Richard "Dick" Currier.

Your family Harley-Davidson of Fargo - February 15, 2020 at 03:28 PM

“

Dave’s and Dan. So sorry to hear of your dad’s. Passing. It was alway fun to see
your dad and to work on his car. Always pushed me to do the best I could. Will alway
remember him for that . Dick was always happy when he drove the finished car or
truck out of the shop. He was one of a kind. Your friend Richard Preston

richard preston - February 15, 2020 at 11:03 AM

“

Dear family,
We are sorry for your loss of a great man who loved his family with a fierceness deep
in his soul. I don’t think he missed a single hockey game that his grandkids played or
a single family holiday or birthday. He was always positive and had a great smile!
Your family was also so devoted to him as he was to all of you...what a blessing. May
God comfort you all during this difficult time.
Love,
Julie and Craig

julie johnson - February 15, 2020 at 10:41 AM

“

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for the family of Richard "Dick" Currier.

February 14, 2020 at 01:54 PM

“

Dear Currier Family,
It was with profound shock and sadness that we learned of the passing of Mr. Currier.
I cannot adequately express how much that gentleman meant to me and my family.
He was admired and loved by many and will be greatly missed. I am so glad I got to
know him and have him as my friend and I will never forget him. I send heartfelt
condolences to all with wonderful members of the Currier Family during this time of
sorrow.
George Dennis and family
San Antonio, Texas

George Dennis - February 14, 2020 at 01:44 PM

“

Dan,Dave.. We r so sorry to hear Dick passed away. I always enjoyed talking hunting with
him ,he just loved being with his family on hunting trips.He will be missed . Jean & Andy
Bob Andersen - February 17, 2020 at 03:26 PM

“

So sorry to hear about Dick may he ride high on his Harley rest in peace Dick
Mark Samuels
mark samuels - February 17, 2020 at 07:13 PM

