Phyllis Joann Jensen
March 22, 1930 - October 13, 2019

Phyllis J. Jensen was born March 22, 1930 and passed away October 13, 2019 in Fargo,
ND.
Phyllis graduated from Lincoln High School in Thief River Falls, MN. She attended Bemidji
State Teachers college and received her B.S. degree with majors in Art and Physical
Education. Phyllis taught Physical Education at East Grand Forks and then moved to
Fargo where she taught Physical Education until she retired. Phyllis received her master’s
degree in Education and Counseling from NDSU.
Phyllis was an animal lover and wherever Mugsy, her “little dog” was, there would be
Phyllis. One of her favorite pastimes was taking Mugsy on their two mile walk around the
neighborhood every day. She also enjoyed growing flowers in the backyard, having
cookouts with friends and family, and doing volunteer work at the Manor Care Nursing
Home. Her wood and craft projects were also fun for her. She was a member of 1st
Lutheran Church.
Preceding Phyllis in death were her parents and two brothers, Phil Jensen (her twin) and
Orville Jensen.
She is survived by her twin sisters, Beverly (Jack) Mack and Shirley (Jim) Swenson; her
sisters-in-law, numerous nieces and nephews and Mugsy (her beloved little dog).
A special Thank you to her neighbors, the Walters Family, for all their love and care over
the years.
At Phyllis’ request, no funeral services are planned.

Comments

“

I was a student of hers at Ben Franklin and always enjoyed her as a teacher. She
had a quirky sense of humor that always made all of us giggle in gym class! RIP Ms.
Jensen

Julie Ann Walvatne - October 29 at 02:05 AM

“

I had the privilege to work with Phyllis and her hearing needs. She lovingly referred
to her right hearing aid as the Republican and her left aid as the Democrat. I think
most of you know which one she struggled with more! I loved her ability to speak her
mind- you always knew where you stood with Phyllis. We shared many laughs over
the years and many stories of her sweet Mugsy. I will miss our visits- RIP Phyllis.
Cari Frisk

Cari Frisk - October 22 at 05:18 PM

“

I had the privilege to assist Phyllis with her eyewear needs, it was mostly visiting
through. I enjoyed visiting with Phyllis about various topics, especially politics. I
enjoyed her boldness speaking what was on her mind without sugar coating. She
was definitely one of my favorite people to assist. She will be missed but know she is
at peace.

James Meline - October 21 at 01:13 PM

“

I was a student of Ben Franklin in the early 70s. I was fortunate to have Ms Jensen
as my PE teacher. She was so energetic and kind. She took me under her wing
because she saw how painfully shy I was. When it was time to pair up for ping pong I
never had a partner and she would notice I didn’t have a partner and would always
be my partner. She made me feel like I was one of the best ping pong players. She
gave me confidence. I wish I would have had a chance to tell her what an impact she
made on me. RIP Ms Jensen

Chrisann Morris Diaz - October 20 at 02:15 PM

“

Phyllis, you always made me laugh with your funny stories. I admire you for your love
of animals and caring heart. Rest peacefully.
Roxann Rose

Roxann Rose - October 18 at 08:14 PM

“

I have so many memories of all the great times we had with Phoo. We were never
more excited as kids as when she and Marion would come to visit.
I also enjoyed time spent with her as an adult through the years. It was especially
great to come and visit while I was making sales calls in that area through the 90's
into the early 2000's. We solved a lot of the world problems together over a beer or
two, :)
I am grateful to have all of those memories.
Aunt Phyllis, You were, and are, loved by many that you had touched with your super
fun sense of humor and kindness in general over the years.
I am relieved that you are out of pain and rejoined with your brothers, parents and
God. Rest in Peace Aunt Phyllis. I have prayed several times for you and will really
miss you.
Good bye Phoo, I will always have fond memories of you, and the good times we all
had together.

Jon Jensen - October 18 at 02:33 PM

“

The Art Beckman Family lit a candle in memory of Phyllis Joann Jensen

The Art Beckman Family - October 16 at 02:03 PM

“

Phyllis and her longtime housemate Marian were actively involved in First Lutheran's
ministry settling Vietnamese refugees.They were especially generous to the Nguyen
and Ly A Bau families. We spent many happy summer evenings all together in their
lovely backyard enjoying a delicious grilled BBQ picnic, laughing and having fun.
The Vietnamese mourned openly with us at the loss of Marian and will do so on
being informed of Phyllis' death. Khin LY, the Ly's youngest son, now a businessman
in LA,
then a 10 year old, loved these gals as did many of their friends at First and school.
We'll be glad to join them in worship and service in the next life.

The Art Beckman Family - October 16 at 02:02 PM

“

Ms Jensen was my PE teacher at Ben Franklin in the early 70s. I was asked once who if
any of my teachers made an impact on me. Ms Jensen came to mind. I was shy When we
had to pair off into teams I was always too shy. She would say Chrisann let’s play ping
pong. She made me believe I was really good at it. I think of her often. So glad she had a
happy life because she deserved it. Thanks Ms Jensen. RIP.
Chrisann Morris Diaz - October 20 at 01:08 PM

