Paul Martin Swanson
July 6, 1943 - February 22, 2021

Paul's Memorial Service can be viewed here on Saturday, February 27, 2021 at 10:00
A.M.:https://vimeo.com/515939306
Paul Martin Swanson, age 77, Fargo, North Dakota, passed away on February 22, 2021,
at the Sanford Hospice House surrounded by his wife and daughters.
Paul Martin Swanson was born on July 6, 1943, in Fargo, N.D., to Fred and Ruth (Marshal
l) Swanson. Paul grew up in Wheatland, N.D., and graduated from Wheatland High Schoo
l in 1961.He graduated from North Dakota State University in Fargo, N.D. in 1966. Paul w
orked in materials management at Sanford Health System (St. Luke’s Hospital, MeritCare)
from 1965 until he retired in 2012.
Paul married Bonnie Murdock in 1965, in Casselton, N.D. Paul and Bonnie have two daug
hters, Tammy Rae (Swanson) Burtness and Terri Ann Swanson. In 1994 Paul married Patr
icia Dirk and they built their home in north Fargo.
Throughout his life, Paul loved the great outdoors in a variety of ways from enjoying the la
kes for many years to hunting, fishing, and camping to maintaining his perfectly manicured
yards. Paul had the utmost respect for the power of Mother Nature and said that while not
hing is perfect, everything is perfect if you let Mother Nature take its course. In 2000 Paul t
raded in hunting to care for his pet parrots, Pepito and KeeKee, and rescuing injured bird
s/animals in the wild. Pepito and KeeKee brought out the big heart that Paul tried to hide.
He might not admit to many that he helped save a family of bunnies that were abandoned
by their mother in a storm.
Paul loved being a mentor and teacher to the younger generation. Tammy and Terri might
tell you it was not great fun learning about budgets every weekend in their preteen years,
but all those long lectures likely added to the greatness of his daughters. Paul was an impr
essive instructor. He was always careful to guide youngsters to not do as he does, but to d
o as he says, such as teaching them to drive with one foot on the gas and one on the brak

e at all times. Paul coached his family, friends and colleagues on a vast range of topics fro
m the philosophy of life to the appropriate way to organize a drawer. There really was not
anything Paul could not do if he set his mind to it. He mastered electrical wiring when finis
hing his basement, could repair almost anything, cook a gourmet meal, and solve complex
system problems in his career. Paul talked about loving his 47 year career in materials ma
nagement because of the people. He enjoyed helping people realize their greatest potenti
al and was clear that it was not about their education, titles or hierarchy but about individu
al human beings. Paul always fought for the underdog, and he strongly believed the under
privileged or less fortunate should have the same opportunities as those of different statur
e.
Paul is survived and will be greatly missed by his wife Patricia, Fargo; daughters: Tammy
(Barry) Burtness Fargo; and Terri Swanson, Williston, N.D.; three grandchildren: Ashley (T
om) Kading Fargo; Amanda Burtness, Fargo; Amber Burtness, Fargo; 2 great grandchildr
en: Hannah and Lucas (Tom & Ashley), sister: Millie Dahl of Overland Park, Kan.; brothers
John (Judy) West Fargo; Roy, Wheatland, N.D.; and Robert (Lynn) of Las Vegas, Nev.; sis
ters-in-law Constance (Kim) Brust, Fargo; and JoAnne Dirk, Dent, Minn.; four brothers-in-l
aw: Daniel (Coleen) Dirk, Grants Pass, Ore.; Douglas (Lisa) Dirk, Fargo; Michael (Doreen)
Dirk, Riverdale, N.D., Andrew Dirk, Fargo; and Robert (Jennifer) Dirk, Fargo, and many sp
ecial nieces and nephews.
Paul was preceded in death by his parents; father-and-mother-in-law Mike and Leona Dir
k; sisters June Reik, Florence Anderson, and Pearl Gross; and brothers-in-law John Reik,
Clarence Anderson, William “Al” Gross, and Rick Dirk.
Memorial service will be Saturday, February 27, 2021 at 10:00 AM at First Lutheran Churc
h, Fargo, ND with visitation one hour prior to the service. The service will be livestreamed
on the funeral home website.
Memorials preferred to Sanford Hospice House, Fargo, N.D.
Paul's Tribute Video can been seen and copies ordered here:
https://www.tributeslides.com/tributes/show/D4FK7BW45B3KKT7J
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Comments

“

Dear Patty & Swanson Family,
I just heard of Paul's passing. I'm so very saddened to hear this. Through Patty, I
have many fond memories of Paul. When I heard the news tonight, I was talking with
my son Nathan. I told him what I had just heard, he said,
"Paul died"?
He recalled a memory he had shared some years ago, he was around 10 or 11 years
old. Nathan said, "I loved Paul because he liked the movie 'Top Gun', I remember
watching that with him, he was a cool guy; good soul"...I agreed. In his own unique
way, Paul touched the hearts of many lives. Paul, I hope you are hunting and fishing
& watching 'Top Gun'.
Sending Our Condolences & Blessings To You All~
Love,
Lori & Nathan

Lori Morris - April 17 at 12:22 AM

“

Patty
Great write up. When I was growing up Paul was the one that did what he good to
keep me on track. Spending time with him at the lakes was a Learning experience.
Fishing, skiing and taking out the docks and boat Lifts in the spring and fall was very
entertaining. I enjoyed spending time with him as I realize who he was. My mother
and he was a great team and they both respected each other. To Tammy and Terry I
am sorry for your loss but he was a great man. I am sure that you will follow in his
footsteps because that’s exactly what he wanted.
Jeff

Jeff - March 06 at 01:10 PM

“

Patti, So sorry to hear about Paul. He and Duane were such great mentors. He was
the
icon of a businessman. Paul always got the best for the health system. He was
always held in high regard by other health systems that I called on. Job well done.
Regards ,
Bruce and Pat Leonard

Bruce Leonard - March 04 at 09:01 PM

“

Paul was a mentor, friend,hunting and racquet ball partner. Penny and I had such
respect for Paul we asked him to be a groomsman in our wedding. Friend you will be
missed.
Regards,
,Ira & Penny Dale

Ira Dale - March 03 at 11:37 AM

“

Patti, so sorry to hear about Paul. It has been awhile but still remember all the good
times and what a help he was to me at work.
Ron Keel

Ron Keel - March 01 at 06:22 PM

“

I wish I could tell Paul what a nice brother-in-law he was always kind to his family lot
of fun to be around you're just a kind person

Gaye swanson - February 27 at 04:09 PM

“

Gaye Swanson lit a candle in memory of Paul Martin Swanson

Gaye swanson - February 27 at 03:56 PM

“

I'll always remember being teased by Paul for 'being early' to work one morning just
over twenty years ago and his priceless expression when I told him I was in labor
and wanted to get some things finished up first. Paul's dedication to the organization
and the people he worked with was second to none. I'll be forever grateful to Uncle
Paul for everything he taught us and his chocolate malt ice-cream cakes. Huge hugs
to you Patty!
With love,
Cari and Miles

Cari and Miles - February 27 at 11:26 AM

“

Cari & Miles lit a candle in memory of Paul Martin Swanson

Cari & Miles - February 27 at 10:31 AM

“

Our deepest sympathies to Paul's family. We have so many fond memories of Paul
as both a friend and colleague and will never forget our many hunting and fishing
adventures.
Lyle & Kathy Lamoureux

Lyle Lamoureux - February 26 at 01:11 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Paul Martin Swanson.

February 26 at 12:09 PM

“

Larry & Margaret Hoffmann purchased the Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum for the
family of Paul Martin Swanson.

Larry & Margaret Hoffmann - February 26 at 09:04 AM

“

Delightful Dieffenbachia was purchased for the family of Paul Martin Swanson.

February 26 at 08:28 AM

“

Patti, So sorry to hear of Paul’s passing! Paul was a great Mentor working so hard on
doing the right thing for our staff and the organization! I remember so may
conversations with him and the Material Services team! Both Kate and I wish to sent
you and your family thoughts and Prayers! Thanks Dave Gausman

David Gausman - February 25 at 09:17 PM

“

Delightful Dieffenbachia was purchased for the family of Paul Martin Swanson.

February 25 at 09:07 PM

“

Hello Patricia & Family,
Please accept my condolences in the loss of Paul. Such a multi-talented man.
Blessings,
Barbara Werre

Barbara Werre - February 25 at 02:56 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Paul Martin Swanson.

February 25 at 09:03 AM

“

Patti - sending you my sympathy. I have been remembering lots of interactions
throughout the 30 years at St. Luke's/MeritCare/Sanford. I had the utmost respect for
Paul as he worked hard, did what he said he would do, was committed to do the best
for the organization and cut through the crap. And then I saw how he loved you and
would bring candy for you on tough days. My heart goes out to you Patti.

Deb Soliah - February 25 at 01:51 AM

“

Patti and Family, So sorry to hear about Paul’s passing. He was always such a great
support to me in my leadership role at St. Luke’s/MeritCare. He always had time to
chat and give encouraging words.

Sheree Vetter - February 24 at 09:34 PM

“

So sorry to hear of Paul's passing. He and my brother were best friends in HS. I have
lots of memories of school days and being Wheatland neighbors......Rest in Peace
Paul..

Cheryl R Hartl nee Sharp - February 24 at 07:07 PM

“

Patti, so sorry to hear about Paul's passing. May you and your family have strength.
God Bless.

Becky Larson - February 24 at 06:18 PM

“

Patti and family, I was so sad to hear the news of Paul's passing. Please know that
my thoughts and prayers are with you all during this difficult time. I have lots of great
memories working with Paul during the St. Luke's/MeritCare days. Paul was one of
those hard-working, honest individuals that I had the pleasure to know and to work
with from 1983 through his retirement. A smart man, with a strong management
belief that if you're going to do something, do it right! He was a tough cookie with a
gentle heart and someone you could depend on no matter the circumstance. While
his management decisions may not have always been the most popular, his team
always knew they had his support, that he would listen to their point of view and that
he would successfully lead them through the challenge. He will be remembered and
missed by many.

Mavis Havig - February 24 at 05:22 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Paul Martin Swanson.

February 24 at 01:24 PM

“

Basket of Memories was purchased for the family of Paul Martin Swanson.

February 24 at 12:10 PM

“

Tom and Kim Weaver purchased the Beautiful Heart Bouquet for the family of Paul
Martin Swanson.

Tom and Kim Weaver - February 24 at 11:42 AM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Paul Martin Swanson.

February 24 at 10:35 AM

“

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the family of Paul Martin Swanson.

February 24 at 10:32 AM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Paul Martin Swanson.

February 24 at 08:15 AM

“

Patti and family, you are in our thoughts and prayers.
Alexis and Drew Christoffersen

Alexis Christoffersen - February 23 at 07:24 PM

“

My condolences to you Patti and his entire family/friends. I had the pleasure to work
with Paul for 30 years. He was one of a kind but a great human. God's peace to you.
Here's some words I shared at Paul's retirement. It just scratches the surface but
gives you a glimpse of who he was:
I'm sure that I speak for everyone when I say that it’s been a great ride. As with any
business, it has challenges and changes but we’ve appreciated your drive, guidance,
leadership, friendship and direction to make us, and this company, the best it can be.
You didn’t mince words or beat around the bush but we got the point, loud and clear.
There’s been a lot of tough decisions that you’ve had to make but you never wavered
in keeping the boat afloat while all the time keeping the best interests for your staff
and company in focus. We’ve been able to witness your determination and get it
done approach. You were able to “Walk the Walk” and set bar for the rest of us.
Reflect often on all of the accomplishments and leave here knowing that you truly
made a difference. Good luck in whatever it is you have planned.

Tom Henne - February 23 at 04:07 PM

