Patricia "Patty" Lynne Vacha
December 2, 1950 - November 15, 2020

Patty's service can be viewed here: https://vimeo.com/479643678
Patty's Tribute video can be viewed here: https://www.tributeslides.com/tributes/show/72F
5XSDKN7FX3KXD
Patricia Lynne Vacha, 69, Fargo, North Dakota, passed away on Sunday, November 15,
2020, at Bethany on University in Fargo. She was born on December 2, 1950, in
Anaconda, Montana, to John and Lorraine (Gunderson) Kramvik. She graduated from
Moorhead High School in 1968. On March 12, 1971, Patty was united in marriage to John
Vacha in Moorhead. She started her career at Northwestern Bell before deciding to stay
home and raise her family.
There is so much that can be said about this very special wife, mother, grandmother,
sister, aunt, friend, and more. Patty enjoyed hiking, camping, sitting in the sun,
photography, and watching sports. She especially loved to cheer on the Twins, Cubs,
Vikings, and Sioux hockey. She also spent many years volunteering and raising money for
the CROP Walk.
Patty was always thoughtful, generous, caring, considerate, and kind. She demonstrated
this by perpetually sending cards and notes to loved ones, selecting gifts for special
events, and eager to celebrate everyone’s milestones. She loved her family and friends
and always went the extra mile to show them that and make them feel special.
Patty loved to gather with others and was extremely social. She took pride in her
appearance and could always be seen in colorful coordinated outfits. So many comments
on her great sense of humor, always ready with a smile, to share in a laugh, generally a
good-natured jokester and storyteller. Patty was definitely one of the most positive people
we knew... sharing her good attitude and joy with those around her. She was happy to be
included and eager to join in the fun - such as a potluck dinner, pontoon ride, yard games,
or bonfire.

Patty was patient, selfless, resilient, courageous, and could see through life's
circumstances and continue to love fearlessly, always showing compassion for the people
and animals in her life. She had a special relationship with animals, especially with her
“granddog” Sky. We believe that her legacy lives on in the lifelong journey and memories
made with her — a woman of courage who exemplified strength. When others would’ve
shown weakness, caved, and given up hope… Patty remained faithful and determined.
Most important was that she had unshakable faith, and it was her uplifting take on life that
was an inspiration to so many!
She is survived by her husband John; daughter, Susie (Rick) Stoltz, Hastings, MN; son,
Pete (Heather) Vacha, West Fargo, ND; five grandchildren, Lauren, Kyle, Aidan, Xavier,
and Parker; mother, Lorraine (Jerry) Peterson; four brothers; three sisters; and many
nieces and nephews. She was preceded in death by her father, John; and brother, Robert.
There will be a visitation from 5:00-7:00 pm on Thursday, November 19th at Hanson
Runsvold Funeral Home that will be open to the public, followed by a private memorial
service at 7:00 pm. The service will be live-streamed on the Hanson-Runsvold Funeral
Home website.
The family of Patty thanks Bethany on University for their wonderful care. The family
suggests memorial contributions be sent to Bethany Retirement Living.
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Comments

“

A webcast video has been added.

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - November 15, 2020 at 06:20 PM

“

I just loved talking with Patty at First Lutheran Church and connecting with her to
support her mission in the CROP Walk. Patty was one of the most gentle souls that
I’ve ever known. Despite her health challenges, she always had a smile on her face
and an interest in what I was up to. It was never about herself. I will continue to think
of Patty in that light: a kind, thoughtful, generous, calming, caring person. God’s
peace and comfort to you and your family.

Cydney Runsvold - November 25, 2020 at 12:21 PM

“

I am sorry for your loss! Patty was such a bright spot and prayer warrior for so many.
My husband and I were in a Bible study with Patty 30 years ago—for many years. I
visited her at Bethany and was blessed to receive positive notes from her. She had
the best attitude and outlook of anyone I have ever known. She taught me, by her
example, how to take difficult situations with grace and how to always look for a way
to uplift others. She was an angel who walked among us and I am better for having
known her. My thoughts and prayers are with her family.
Julie Anderson

Julie Anderson - November 23, 2020 at 11:33 PM

“

John, my condolences to you and your family. My thoughts and prayer are with you.
Hope to see you soon. Take care buddy.

Harold Stirling - November 20, 2020 at 12:10 PM

“

We was very saddened to hear that Patty passed. While we were only acquaintances
through Tom and Jan Vacha, I recall the tremendous enthusiasm for life that Patti
displayed. Our thoughts and prayers to the Vacha family.
Ken and Kristi Grafton

Ken Grafton - November 20, 2020 at 12:05 PM

“

Sorry for your loss. We were both newbies at Moorhead High.
Drew Lawrence, ‘68

Drew Lawrence - November 19, 2020 at 10:26 PM

“

Patty and John and my wife Debby have been friends for a long,long time. When I
first met Patty she was working at the A&W and when John and I would be out
“cruising” we would always stop to see Patty and get a burger. When I returned from
military service, Patty and Deb were in charge of Thanksgiving dinner, first in
Georgetown and then in West Fargo for all our friends. Deb and I moved away in the
mid 70’s, but always got together with Patty and John when we came back to visit,
usually at Duane’s Pizza in Moorhead, shrimp pizza of coarse. Over the years, Patty’
would send cards and gave Deb inspirational books. When our dog,Lissee passed
away, Patty wrote a special poem and put it on a plaque and drew a picture of
Lissee. Patty was always there with a kind word. She never said a bad word about
anyone and everyone who knew her is better for it. “How lucky I am to have
someone that makes saying goodbye so hard”. A.A.Milne,

Tom Partridge - November 19, 2020 at 06:27 PM

“

I first met Patty when we worked together at Northwestern Bell Telephone Co. Patty
was a wonderful friend, who will be missed by everyone who ever met her. Denny
and I send our condolences to the entire Vacha family.
Sincerely,
Dennis & Sheryl Engstrom

Sheryl Engstrom - November 19, 2020 at 01:27 PM

“

Joyful Memory was purchased for the family of Patricia "Patty" Lynne Vacha.

November 19, 2020 at 11:04 AM

“

John and family, so sorry for your loss. Patty was so kind and a joy to know!
One of a kind!!

Vicki Hanson - November 18, 2020 at 09:44 PM

“

Sorry for your loss. Patty had a big heart & a smile to match

Linda Jalbert - November 18, 2020 at 09:43 PM

“

As Rick's sister, I only met Patty a few times, but you only had to meet her once to be
able to see that she had a wonderful outlook on life! In the years since Susie and
Rick got married, Patty has kept up written correspondence with our parents and I
know that they have really enjoyed that! Sending love and prayers to all, Julie Kruse

Julie Kruse - November 18, 2020 at 08:52 PM

“

Beautiful Heart Bouquet was purchased for the family of Patricia "Patty" Lynne
Vacha.

November 18, 2020 at 07:44 PM

“

My deepest sympathy to you and your family. I remember Patty from Moorhead High
School. I always loved her smile and how she lit up when you met her.
I am in the process of packing up my home in AZ and today I ran into a card that
Patty wrote to me so many years ago. We had spent time together and she was
thanking me for that. It also included a picture of 4 people that I have held in my
heart for decades. The picture was of John, Patty, Tom, and Deb Partridge. I do
believe that the angels let me have a small visit and I will treasure this find. God's
Blessings, Peace, and Light
Love,
Diane Etterman Lambert

Diane Etterman Lambert - November 18, 2020 at 07:34 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Patricia "Patty" Lynne Vacha.

November 18, 2020 at 06:04 PM

“

Our deepest sympathy to John and family. Patty was always a joy to spend time with,
her smile and sense of humor lit up the room. Thoughts and prayers, Blaine and
Cheryl

Blaine and Cheryl - November 18, 2020 at 10:20 AM

“

Patty was such a wonderful person. She always had a quick sense of humor even
when not feeling very well. We had a lot of great times together at church that I
cherish. I can see her telling a few angels some jokes and laughing. I was blessed to
know her. Bettye Hoff

Bettye Hoff - November 17, 2020 at 10:34 PM

“

Beautiful Heart Bouquet was purchased for the family of Patricia "Patty" Lynne
Vacha.

November 17, 2020 at 06:28 PM

“

John, Susie, and Pete, (and your spouses and kids)I have so many wonderful memories of Patty. I will never forget going to see the
Cubs play at Wrigley field with you all. What a great trip! And all the pictures she
would take of us, and then send me with a card for my birthday or Christmas, or to let
me know I was being prayed for. Picture Patty always needed one more picture. She
was so proud of you Susie, and Pete! And she adored her Grandkids! She was an
amazing woman with an unbelievable faith in Jesus. I strive to love Jesus as much
as she did! She often told me she loved the song I can only Imagine by Mercy Me.
She no longer has to imagine, and is now completely healed and enjoying her life
with her Savior! I miss you Patty, and that amazing laugh, and smile!

Kim Jaeger - November 17, 2020 at 03:56 PM

“

To Patty’s family...My memory will always be of a very kind girl, soft-spoken, gentle
with her words and always very pretty. Your journey on earth is over and you are now
in the arms of our heavenly father… God bless your memory Patty ....Sincerely
Roger G Gress

Roger G Gress - November 17, 2020 at 02:09 PM

“

Gail Amundson Erdman sent a virtual gift in memory of Patricia "Patty" Lynne Vacha

Gail Amundson Erdman - November 17, 2020 at 01:05 PM

“

John and Family,
So sorry for your loss. I always remember Patty as such a pleasant and attractive person.
Gail Amundson Erdman - November 17, 2020 at 01:09 PM

“

Patty was indeed an incredible woman. Even though I didn’t see her often she always knew
me and my family. She would bring up names, memories, events. She was kind and loving.
The last time I saw Patty at Bethany I went away feeling such peace. She had that gentle
spirit. Praise God for Patty and blessings to John and her family.
Cheryl Steinborn - November 18, 2020 at 08:22 AM

“

I have been privileged to have known Patty for 7 years through the Befriender’s
program at First Lutheran church.
While I was to minister to her, she was the one who ministered to me through her
faith in God, her positive attitude, and her sense of humor.
She never complained or dwelled on her challenges.
Patty loved the sun, and being outside. She loved music (we shared our love for
Johnny Cash), coloring, wearing cowboy hats, playing bingo, sports (especially the
Cubs) and sour cream and onion potato chips. She was a fan of Carol Burnett, and
how we laughed over clips of the Carol Burnett show!
Patty was so appreciative of her Bethany caregivers, always taking the time to
introduce the residents and her caregivers to me (thank you to all of her caregivers:
the care you gave her was excellent).
How important it was for her to hand address her yearly family Christmas cards
despite her Parkinson disease.
I will remember our fun onion-ring episode outing at Playmaker’s.
The last time I was able to see her was this past spring through a third floor window.
Her wave and beautiful smile is a memory that will forever be etched in my memory.
Our Lord has truly gifted us with Patty. My heart is empty for her loss but full for her
that she is truly in her final heavenly home.
Jon and family, my sympathy goes out to you.
Julie Rydell

Julie - November 17, 2020 at 12:37 PM

“

John and family,
Patty has a special place in my heart. I enjoyed our visits and got a kick out from our
outside outings around the sidewalk of Bethany. I would be freezing and she was
always too warm. Her smile was infectious and her faith was solid. She told me that
she believed God had put her where she was to brighten the lives of the people at
Bethany. She certainly brightened mine and I kept every card she sent me. She was
a treasure. Prayers and sympathy for your loss.
Pr. Laurie, First Lutheran

Laurie Neill - November 17, 2020 at 10:50 AM

“

John, Please, know you and the family are in my thoughts and prayers during this
time of transition.

DeeJae (Rodunce) Harlow - November 17, 2020 at 08:58 AM

“

Beautiful Heart Bouquet was purchased for the family of Patricia "Patty" Lynne
Vacha.

November 16, 2020 at 04:21 PM

“

Sending hugs and prayers to all of you. Patty was a beautiful person ,very soft
spoken with a heart of gold.

Brenna Lauerman Grund - November 16, 2020 at 03:10 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Patricia "Patty" Lynne
Vacha.

November 16, 2020 at 01:01 PM

