Palmer William Forness
November 24, 1929 - July 5, 2018

Palmer William Forness was born November 24, 1929 at St. Luke's Hospital in Fargo,
North Dakota to Albert and Bertina Forness.
He cherished the memories of his childhood years growing up in Fargo and attended
grade school at Horace Mann and Roosevelt Elementary and graduated from Oak Grove
Lutheran High School in 1947.
Palmer worked with his dad at the Fargo Clinic. He also worked at the Service Drug on
Broadway as a soda jerk and at the Bergseth Fish Company until being drafted and
serving in the Army during the Korean War.
Upon returning home Palmer joined the Fargo Fire Department in 1954 and resumed his
love of playing fast-pitch softball for Hektner Insurance.
Palmer was a member of Pontoppidan Lutheran Church where he was active over the
years working with young people, leading Boy Scouts, and teaching Sunday school,
vacation bible school, confirmation, and Bible studies.
In 1958 Palmer married Beulah Olson of Buxton, North Dakota at Pontoppidan Lutheran
Church. They were married for 59 years and raised 7 children.
During his years on the Fire Department, Palmer, along with other firefighters, started the
Firefighter's Doug Wendt Foundation to help burn victims and their families and also
worked with Lutheran Brotherhood to develop a program called Friendly Firefly to help
educate children about fire safety.
Palmer was also a part of the conception of Bonanzaville USA and enjoyed the
preservation of history. He especially enjoyed the restoration of log cabins and preserving
the history of the Fargo Fire Department. He restored a number of log cabins, including
the Forness Cabin in memory of his father, and Fargo's First House. He also built a sod

house and a replica fire hall. Palmer was very active in Pioneer Days and Christmas on
the Prairie. He also served on the board of the Cass County Historical Society. He loved
his community and was involved in many civic and community organizations.
After 26 years at the Fire Department and wanting to fulfill a desire to help young people,
Palmer retired and began working with the Fargo Youth Commission and also developed a
youth runaway program.
In the 1970's Palmer and Beulah moved to a farmstead outside of town where Palmer
restored an old farmhouse. Their young family enjoyed the prairie, woodlands and creek,
the huge garden and a menagerie of pets. They lived there for 25 years and enjoyed
sharing their home with others.
Palmer believed childhood was special and one of the greatest joys of his life was his
family. He built toboggan slides and sack swings, campfires and skating rinks, and a
special cross on a hill. These were enjoyed not only by his own children but by a continual
stream of area children from Oak Grove Lutheran High School and many area church
youth groups, neighbors and extended family.
Palmer was involved in many conservation efforts over the years and enjoyed nature,
wildlife, birds and long walks in all seasons.
Palmer and his family attended Maple Sheyenne Lutheran Church where he enjoyed
being involved with the music and the youth activities.
In later years Palmer treasured portraying Santa Claus and sharing the spirit of Christmas
with children throughout the area. He portrayed Santa at West Acres for nearly ten years.
Palmer also had a Santa's Shop where he made many wooden trunks and toys.
Palmer enjoyed reading and writing and wrote a number of books about his cherished
memories growing up in Fargo, North Dakota. He also wrote a history of the Fargo Fire
Department. He was commonly seen at Hardee's working on his writing.
After the children were grown, Palmer and Beulah moved back to his childhood
neighborhood of north Fargo.
Palmer passed away on July 5th. He was preceded in death by his parents, Albert and
Bertina Forness.

Palmer is survived by his wife of 59 years, Beulah Forness, and their seven children, Julie
(Robert) Newgard, Central City, IA, Joslin (Charlie) Bullock, Loveland, CO, Morgan (Kim)
Forness, West Fargo, ND, Marshall (Denise) Forness, Moorhead, MN, Bradly (Sara)
Forness, West Fargo, ND, Jason (Michelle) Forness, Fargo, ND and Jon (Stephanie)
Forness, Fargo, ND; fifteen grandchildren; four great-grandchildren; two brothers and
three sisters, Lloyd (Ramona) Forness, Charlotte Egeberg, Esther (Ted) Johnston, David
Forness, and Beckey Dopkins; and many nieces and nephews.
In lieu of memorial gifts to the family, and to honor their father's memory and his heart's
desire to "make a difference,” the family asks that everyone simply consider doing an act
of kindness to make a positive difference in their family, place of work, neighborhood,
community or world!
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Comments

“

It only takes a moment; I was a young 17 year old mother; working nights...and you
stopping into the Highway Host on Main Ave. I would bring my young children to see
Santa Clause. Years later my son attended Oak Grove High School. This was the
BEST experience and memories for my son. He played football, the coach was
amazing, he was your son, each team member played some of every game. My son
had a cense of belonging... Until this writing I had not known your connection with
Oak Grove. Yes, simple acts of kindness keep on giving. I have thought of you often
over the years (38 years now....to be continued). Thank you for having such a huge
heart; morality; spirituality and Support of your family; for being you. ---- June Meyers
Wendlick

June Lundstrom - January 10 at 02:49 PM

“

I met Palmer in the late 70's when he worked at the Depot Youth Center. It eventually
was renamed the Fargo Youth Commission. Palmer was a very kind and gentle soul.
He always had time to talk to us kids. Whether it was common chit chat or some sort
of counseling, he made the time. I have many memories of Palmer and the Depot
Youth Center. Those of us that went there, were blessed to have him and all the
other workers that were there in our lives. I fondly remember anytime he saw you,
that big smile was quickly shown. My heart goes out to his family and also to his
many friends. We have truly lost a dear friend but, we were blessed to have met him
and that he shared part of his life with us! RIP dear Palmer! We love you!

Duane Huschka - July 16, 2018 at 05:44 PM

“

I worked with Palmer's wife at Villa Maria. She was a treasure! I so enjoyed her
open, joy at sharing stories of her life with Palmer and their children! Their lives
grounded in Faith, Love and Fun, gifts that keep on Giving! My heart is with you!
Michelle Matchie

Michelle Matchie - July 15, 2018 at 11:12 AM

“

I never met Palmer. Though I know he brought calm in the middle of a storm. He
came as Santa to a family through Make A Wish. I’m forever grateful. He has been
fondly remembered throughout that sad time some 25 years ago. He will never be
forgotten for the family that needed his presence as Santa and as a Godly man. He
helped my friends and their young children then more than anyone can imagine .
Thank you Palmer family for sharing him with us.

Hannelore Taylor - July 14, 2018 at 02:34 PM

“

I'm sorry to hear of Palmer's passing. May God bless his memory.
-- Camille Lee Knowlton

Camille J. Knowlton - July 11, 2018 at 05:33 PM

“

Rest in Peace, Santa!! Some of my children's favorite memories are seeing you at
Christmas time. You were, by far the Best!! You will be missed by so many! The Joel
and Mary Wiener family, formally of West Fargo, now retired in Willmar!! Sympathy to
all the family!!

Mary Wiener - July 11, 2018 at 04:04 PM

“

Palmer was Santa Claus to me as a child. He was also my neighbor. And when I
grew up he was my mentor for confirmation. He had an impact on my life at a time
that was challenging for me. His kind words of wisdom changed my whole view of
life. I'm glad to say he was a friend to our family. Love you Palmer.

Saul Mark - July 11, 2018 at 03:26 PM

“

I will always remember Palmer. When I was in my early teens, I was have a huge
fight with my Mom. I remember how he got called, but I’ll always remember what he
did. He came and picked me up and took me out to talk. I’d never had an adult talk to
me without an agenda. He just wanted to let me get everything off my chest so I’d
feel better, even if he couldn’t change it. I never forgot him or the difference he made
in my life that night! God Bless him, May he Rest In Peace.

Brenda Podetz - July 11, 2018 at 01:09 AM

“

Palmer was on my Dad , Al Hektner ‘s softball team Hektner Ins. I have such fond
memories of him playing softball at Mickelson Field. I also have memories of my 2 children
sitting on Santa's lap. God Bless you Palmer. My thoughts and prayers are with the family
Rest In Peace Palmer. Marianne Hektner Johnson
Marianne Johnson - July 11, 2018 at 02:14 PM

“

Our prayers for comfort at this time of the loss of Palmer, a very special man. Sorry I
wasn't able to attend today, but do think of you and pray for God's comfort for each of
you, his family! May your treasured memories help you during this time.

Marilyn & Paul - July 10, 2018 at 07:58 PM

“

Todd & Elaine Bogardus lit a candle in memory of Palmer William Forness

Todd & Elaine Bogardus - July 10, 2018 at 12:14 PM

“

Palmer was a big influence on me when he worked tirelessly at Bonanzaville in West
Fargo restoring log cabins and building new ones. He was humble, warm and
personable. His patience with people of all ages was remarkable. I got to see his
fiery passion a time or two when he needed to make a point. Our country is lacking
people with his depth of character. A great man who truly had a heart for humanity.
God bless his whole family. We are all blessed having known this great man!
-Marty Heiden
McKinney, Texas

Marty Heiden - July 10, 2018 at 11:19 AM

“

Sara and family,
So sorry to read of Palmer’s death. He was a servant to this area from his time at the
fire department, to playing Santa, and working at Bonanzaville. May you find comfort
in the thoughts and prayers being sent to you during this time.

Nancy Peterson - July 10, 2018 at 10:37 AM

“

I am so sorry to hear of the passing of Palmer. After reading his obituary I
remembered him being Santa and also remembered the Doug Wendt foundation. My
father and uncle were career firefighters when Palmer was. My parents and my uncle
thought highly of Palmer, what a wonderful and caring bunch the "old firefighters"
were! Love to his family and many, many friends.
P Petry, Fargo

P Petry, Fargo - July 10, 2018 at 10:29 AM

“

So sad to hear about the loss of Palmer. He was the best Santa ever. My son would
visit him at the mall every Christmas and one day he saw him at the old Hardees in
West Fargo and went over and said Hi to Santa ... and Palmer was so sweet and
kind to him. My son and I will remember his kindness forever. He was an amazing
man.

Alex Taylor - July 10, 2018 at 10:15 AM

“

I recently saw the Mr. Rogers documentary and was very moved by it. Mr. Rogers
was the most amazing, kind, loving, sensitive man who had such a heart for children
and all people and told them "I like you just the way you are." He validated the worth
of each person he met. I never knew Mr. Rogers personally but I mention him
because Palmer Forness was the closest person I can think of with the spirit and
person of Mr. Rogers. I didn't know Palmer well but just enough that I think he was
truly the hands and feet of Jesus here on earth. He made a profound impact on all he
met in a humble and quiet way. His children are all amazing, accomplished people
and his passion for making childhood special and remembering and honoring his
own youth by doing for others says so much about the giant of a man he was. I,

unfortunately, won't be attending the funeral today but will try to live my life by giving
to others as much as I can. Donating blood today in Palmer's honor!
Rest in Peace, dear Palmer, and hugs to all the family.
Love from,
Kathy Lindquist
Kathy Lindquist - July 10, 2018 at 09:34 AM

“

PALMER GAVE CHRILDREN SOMETHING VERY SPECIAL! SANTA CLAUSE, THE
EXCITEMENT OF LANDING ON THE ROOFTOP & PRESENTS WAITING WHEN
THEY WOKE! SANTA (PALMER) HELPED ME KEEP THAT DREAM ALIVE FOR
MY SON, & HIS FRIENDS FOR MANY YEARS! MY SON PASSED
UNEXPECTEDLY, & I'M SO REGRETFUL BRANDON HAD THOSE WONDERFUL
MEMORIES! GOD'S BLESSINGS!
THANK YOU SANTA, REST IN PEACE! YOU WERE/ ARE THE REAL THING

BRENDA & MY SON, MY ANGEL, BRANDON - July 10, 2018 at 08:30 AM

“

BRENDA & MY SON, MY ANGEL, BRANDON lit a candle in memory of Palmer
William Forness

BRENDA & MY SON, MY ANGEL, BRANDON - July 10, 2018 at 08:06 AM

“

I was Palmer’s supervisor when we both did the Census, he was a fantastic man and
will be greatly missed.

Marie Carlisle - July 09, 2018 at 11:05 PM

“

Susan Klingman lit a candle in memory of Palmer William Forness

Susan Klingman - July 09, 2018 at 04:09 PM

“

I met Palmer when he worked at the youth center. Right away he treated me like
family knowing I had some struggles going on. I have so many fond memories
especially me and my daughter every year sitting on his lap as Santa. Even though I
was too big he didn't mind LOL. Met for coffee a few times at Hardees. Biggest
memories is he came to my wedding brought me another book and a beautiful cross
which 26 years later still hangs on my wall. When I started working at Oak Grove in
the kitchen he would come to visit Morgan but made sure to come see me. Last time
I saw him he was leaving from a visit with Morgan but he gave me the biggest hug
and said I've always been a part of his life and he loves me. I will cherish every
moment we had and he will truly be in my heart forever. He was the greatest!!!!!
Thoughts and prayers to the family. Love you Palmer!!!
Susan (Kramlich) Klingman

Susan Klingman - July 09, 2018 at 04:08 PM

“

“

Very nice memories Sue!
Duane Huschka - July 16, 2018 at 05:47 PM

Days of Sunshine Bouquet was purchased for the family of Palmer William Forness.

July 09, 2018 at 11:33 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Palmer William Forness.

July 09, 2018 at 11:11 AM

“

"The Real Santa". need I say more. As a young child we don't remember many
things but Santa.. Always will be a childhood memory I will NEVER forget. I still hang
up my Christmas pictures with "Santa" and myself Every year. You will be greatly
missed but Heaven has gained one of The Best Angels in the World. God Bless!!!
Thank You for all of the memories and joy you have given to so many of us.

Robert Ramsholm - July 09, 2018 at 03:05 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Palmer William Forness.

July 08, 2018 at 11:15 PM

“

Growing up in Fargo I always remembered visiting Santa. Little did I know I would
become friends with his twin sons later in life. Palmer was a positive, generous, kind
and loving man in our Fargo community. My condolences to the entire Forness family
and friends that got the pleasure of knowing Palmer.
Carrie Vorwerk Rowser

Carrie Rowser - July 08, 2018 at 10:04 PM

“

We cherish the pictures we have of my niece sitting on the "real Santa's lap". He was
so patient and kind. I enjoy reading his book. God bless his memory. Rest easy.

Barb Bickle - July 08, 2018 at 08:43 PM

“

What an amazing amount of good Uncle Palmer (aka Santa) did through his life! I
remember so vividly going to the big white farmhouse, riding horses, watching
cousins swing from this long rope dropping into the creek (because seemed too
scary to do it myself), but most of ALL feeling so much love from your Big Forness
Family!
Lots of love to you all now!
Susan Dopkins Schultz

Susan Dopkins Schultz - July 08, 2018 at 08:29 PM

“

Hugs and prayers to the Forness family in the loss of this great man and great
Fargoan. - Mandy Kubik, OGHS 1999

Amanda J Kubik - July 08, 2018 at 05:45 PM

“

Growing up in Fargo, I would go see Santa at the mall. I always knew Palmer was
"the real" Santa, no other Santa compared! I still remember how he took time to talk
with me, and had such a gentle approach. I have several pictures of me with him. I
think of him every Christmas when I see other Santas. Funny..several of my friends
from the area share the same memories of him. RIP!

Jen - July 08, 2018 at 04:35 PM

“

My condolences to the Forness family, and will be in my prayers!

Blaine Butenhoff - July 08, 2018 at 12:49 PM

“

I was saddened to hear of the passing of Palmer “The Real Santa”. My husband
Gene met him when he played fastpitch for Hekner Insurance. Our son was lucky
enough to visit him at West Acres his first 4 Christmas’ and also visit his Santa’s
Workshop. He now has his treasures and stories to pass to our granddaughter.

Joan Larson - July 08, 2018 at 12:07 PM

“

My thoughts are with Palmer’s family during their time of loss. What a terrific
individual.
-Oak Grove Lutheran High School, class of 1999

Sarah Osier - July 08, 2018 at 10:31 AM

“

The world needs more people like Palmer. He touched so many lives, his legacy will
live on.

Kim R Baird - July 08, 2018 at 09:40 AM

“

My deepest condolences to the family. Palmer was one of the kindest people I ever
had the honor to get to know.

Sean Mark - July 08, 2018 at 07:11 AM

“

I just heard the news so sorry . I was a Santa elf along with my sister at West acres
mall .. I will forever cherish my memories of him and the meaning of Santa Claus and
Christmas ..

shawn soli - July 07, 2018 at 11:57 PM

“

The best Santa ever! Brought my girls to his workshop and he was so kind and
patient. They are now 40 and 38 and have wonderful memories

dee - July 07, 2018 at 10:37 PM

“

Had many conversations with Palmer when he hung out at Hardee’s. What a
wonderful human being and a wonderful family. My deepest sympathy’s to all.
Prayers

Sandy Sims - July 07, 2018 at 09:34 PM

“

JoCee Vareberg lit a candle in memory of Palmer William Forness

JoCee Vareberg - July 07, 2018 at 08:07 PM

“

I am so sorry to hear of Palmers passing, it breaks my heart. I’ve known him since
1978 and he truly made a difference in my life. I enjoyed going to the mall and having
my picture taken with him at Christmas time. Even though I was a teenager he still
wanted to do it. He touched so many people I couldn’t being to say. He sent me his
first book one year at Christmas. I really enjoy reading it. I’ve read it multiple times. I
will cherish this book and his memory for the rest of my life. Blessings to his family
and may he Rest In Peace.
until we meet again my dear friend

laurie arcand - July 07, 2018 at 07:58 PM

“

I am sorry to hear of Palmer's passing, I truly enjoyed working with him when he
worked at the Fargo Target store as a door greeter. I also enjoyed hearing and also
reading about his life growing up, I Still have his book "Summers Past, Winters
Coming" and will cherish it very much. And I will also cherish the time that I got to
know him to.

John D Smith - July 07, 2018 at 07:29 PM

“

Palmer taught me that God is real, and his love is unconditional. Palmer, has earned
his wings and Heaven has gained an amazing angel. The Forness kids were so
blessed to the greatest Father on earth, he will be missed. Hugs to you all!!!!

Kathy King Falk - July 07, 2018 at 07:03 PM

“

Sorry for the loss of a kind and loving gentle man. Known him for years and as
Santa. May God Bless your family.

Jodi Smith - July 07, 2018 at 03:14 PM

“

To a great santa all these years. I still look back n felt that u were the real santa.
Wont ever forget you. God bless to u all n may he keep u safe n now home sweet
home.

Cindy - July 07, 2018 at 02:33 PM

“

Our condolences to Morgan, Kim, and all of Palmer's family. We will always think of
Palmer as the "Real Santa" and appreciated his quiet & kind nature.

Mark & Lynn Speral - July 07, 2018 at 01:11 PM

“

I CERTAINLY KNOW THE FORNESS FAMILY....WAS THEIR NEIGHBOR FOR
MANY
YEARS ON OAK ST....KIDS PLAYED TOGETHER..I JUST TALKED TO BEAULAH
FEW DAYS AGO...MY PRAYERS AND SYMPATHY ARE WITH
YOU...ALL...BLESSINGS AND WILL BE THINKING OF YOU ALL...DOROTHY
HEIDT

DOROTHY HEIDT - July 07, 2018 at 11:03 AM

“

Palmer was a great man, it was a privilege to have known him.

Stacy Mark - July 07, 2018 at 10:51 AM

“

Kathy Carbno lit a candle in memory of Palmer William Forness

Kathy Carbno - July 06, 2018 at 10:32 PM

