Orlan Joel Loraas
July 26, 1934 - June 2, 2021

Orlan's memorial service will be live streamed here. https://vimeo.com/563290781
Orlan Joel Loraas, of Fargo, ND, passed away on Wednesday, June 2, 2021, after a short
battle with lung cancer. He died peacefully with his beloved wife, Evelyn, and daughter,
Kristina, by his side.
Orlan was born on July 26, 1934, at his maternal grandparent’s farmhouse in Loma, ND.
He was raised on a combination livestock and grain farm in Northeast Ramsey County,
and he thought from an early age that farming would be his way of life. He excelled in 4-H
and was rewarded with a trip to the National Club Congress. After high school, Orlan
worked for his dad on the family farm for four years.
Some bad crop years and a desire to explore other things led Orlan to the decision to
leave the farm and enroll in the engineering program at the University of North Dakota. He
graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Mechanical Engineering. His first job post-college
was for International Harvester Company in Fort Wayne, Indiana. He worked in various
positions as a test engineer, project engineer, and a liaison engineer to the factories.
Orlan was young and single, and far from home, but he had a friend that knew just what
he needed and arranged a blind date for Orlan with a local elementary school teacher
named Evelyn Thorn. The two had a whirlwind courtship and were married eight months
later, on July 28, 1962. Four years later, their daughter, Kristina, was born.
In 1969, Orlan accepted a job as an engineer for the Bobcat Company that brought him
back to North Dakota, the state he loved so much. The family settled in Lisbon and lived
there for 31 years. Two years after the move, the couple welcomed their son, Darrin, into
their family.
Orlan retired from Bobcat after a career of 27 ½ years. During those years, he was very
active at Trinity Lutheran church and in the community.

Orlan was the oldest of 8 children, and he took the role of family patriarch very seriously
after the death of his father in 1984. He organized a yearly Loraas family reunion that is
now on its 25th year. His siblings were a source of great joy and friendship.
After retirement, Orlan and Evelyn moved to Fargo, where Orlan found retirement to be
full of activity. He started his own company with his brothers, took many trips with Evelyn,
and served his new church and community. He enjoyed his work with the Helping Hands
at First Lutheran and at the community food shelf. He took part in a Tuesday morning bible
study and became an enthusiastic NDSU Bison football fan. In retirement, he also became
a grandfather to his adored Katie and Sarah, whom he would describe as the most
talented, intelligent, amazing granddaughters in the whole world.
Orlan is survived by his wife Evelyn, daughter Kristina (Timothy) Erickson,
Granddaughters Katherine, and Sarah Erickson. Also, surviving are siblings Carolyn
Holmlund, Eunice Bjornstad, Ronald (Bonnie) Loraas, Rosalie (Bill) Heirs, Edward
(Sharon) Loraas, Gordon Loraas, and many nieces and nephews.
Orlan was preceded in death by his parents Arthur and Myrtle, his brother Harold, and son
Darrin.
Memorials are preferred to First Lutheran Church of Fargo, Hospice of the Red River
Valley, or a charity of your choice.

Events
JUN
16

Visitation

09:30AM - 10:30AM

First Lutheran Church - Fargo
619 Broadway N., Fargo, ND, US, 58102

JUN
16

Memorial Service

10:30AM

First Lutheran Church - Fargo
619 Broadway N., Fargo, ND, US, 58102

Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - June 16, 2021 at 02:03 PM

“

A webcast video has been added.

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - June 15, 2021 at 11:41 AM

“

When we first moved to Lisbon I found great comfort in being a friend of the Loraas
Family. I recognized Orlando as a kind father like figure, one which I truly felt
comfortable with as a friend, also the relationship grew as our two sons became
close friends. God has a special place in heaven for Orlando Loraas. God Bless the
memory of this fine gentle man.

bill henderson - June 14, 2021 at 10:33 PM

“

Worked with Ole from the time I started at Bobcat Company in 1981 until he retired.
Ole was a very good engineer and would always listen and respected your position
on various issues. Always enjoyed working with him being from the Product
Management side of the business.
Prayers to Evelyn and family.
Lynn Roesler

Lynn Roesler - June 14, 2021 at 10:19 PM

“

Orlan was a smart, kind and decent man, who was respected and loved by the
community. May you be comforted by the memories and love of your family and
friends. Our sincere condolences.
Kris and Wally Carlson

Kris Carlson - June 14, 2021 at 10:46 AM

“

I remember Orlan as a neighbor who was very thoughtful & highly regarded by all who
knew him! After growing up I remember him as a highly respected community & church
person. I enjoyed seeing him & Evelyn at ELCA synod conventions. Orlando will be missed
by all who knew him. Our sincere thoughts and prayers are with you all during your time of
sorrow. May the Lord bless & keep you & give you his peace. Connie & Wally Radcliffe
Connie Radcliffe - June 14, 2021 at 11:25 PM

“

We new Orlan and Evelyn very well. They had taken a trip to Hilden Village in
Washington state with a group of us from Trinity Church in Lisbon on the Amtrak.
Holden Village in the Cascade Mountains in Washington. Was a wonderful week for
all of us to spend together

Brad and Paula Ellingson - June 13, 2021 at 03:13 PM

“

Evelyn, Kevin & I are lifting you up in prayer as you grieve the loss of Orlan. As you
celebrate a good and faithful servant being called home to our Father, we pray that
God comforts you in those quiet days when he was always at your side. His
intelligence, friendliness, and quiet strength were qualities of a man of God. Prayers
for you and your family

Diane Harrison - June 13, 2021 at 12:04 PM

“

I did not know Orlan well but after meeting him, I knew he was perfect for you. I am
happy you had so many years together and your memories will keep you going. As
we are companions in sorrow at this time, my prayers are with you and your family.

Mary Ellen Bierl Smyth - June 13, 2021 at 10:30 AM

“

I worked with Ole at Bobcat Company from 1979 until he retired. He was a principled
engineer and was the kind of person who always had time to listen to you, no matter
who you were, if you wanted advice on an engineering or other issue. Ole was highly
respected in the Bobcat organization, especially In the Bobcat Product Engineering
Dept. I was privileged to have worked with him.
We send our thoughts and prayers to Evelyn and Ole’s family.
Tom & Becky Ihringer

Tom & Becky Ihringer - June 13, 2021 at 08:43 AM

“

Dear Evelyn and family,
Thinking of you at this time and hope you celebrate his life.

Dave and Mary Rasmussen

mary - June 12, 2021 at 10:23 AM

“

I had the pleasure of working with Ole at Bobcat. He was always kind and respectful.
His laugh was contagious. He was a good man, and will be missed. My sympathy to
his family.
Kathy Domine

Kathy Domine - June 07, 2021 at 06:08 PM

“

Worked with Orlan (Ole) for 30 yeas at Bobcat. He was a great individual to have known
and worked with. He was a great Mechanical Engineer with sound technical knowledge and
judgement. The type of individual that anyone would want on their team. There is not room
for all the positives adjectives that it would take to describe Orlan's personal and
professional successes. Our prayers and sympathy to the family for their loss.
Carman Lynnes
Carman - June 07, 2021 at 08:27 PM

“

I had the opportunity to work with Ole at Bobcat. He was kind and always smiled and said
hello. I ran into him at a church synod convention years later. It was great to catch up on
what was new in our lives. Great man. Thoughts and prayers to his family and friends.
Joleen Hardy - June 08, 2021 at 11:13 PM

“

I work wtth Ole at bobcat. He was a very good engineer. He would always listen. God bless
your family
fred funk - June 09, 2021 at 07:56 PM

“

Orlan was one of my dad’s 4-H crop and livestock judging “stars” in the early 1950s. Dad
(Wayne Owens) was the Ramsey County Extension Agent from 1949 to 1962. He
accompanied Orlan to the 4-H Club Congress in Chicago. Following both of their
retirements, they renewed their contact while living in Fargo and attending First Lutheran
Church.
Tom Owens, Grand Forks, ND
Tom Owens - June 12, 2021 at 05:59 PM

“

I worked with Ole In Bobcat product engineering from 1970' when things were just getting
started, until 2004. He was a dedicated engineer, friend and employee. Ole played a big
part in Bobcat's success. He will be missed by all of his many friends at Bobcat. My
condolences to Evelyn and his family.
Gene Kielb
Eugene KIELB - June 14, 2021 at 11:05 AM

“

For many years, I had the privilege of visiting with Orlan while I cut his hair at my
barbershop. I send my sincere sympathies to Evelyn and Kristina and her family. Orlan was
a wonderful man, quick with a smile, a laugh, and a good story. He was so proud of his
family and always seemed to be sharing his many talents with those around him. I will truly
miss him.
Lori Ludlum
Lorette - June 16, 2021 at 12:49 AM

