Mildred Eunice Schimmelpfennig
August 26, 1926 - March 17, 2020

Mildred Eunice (Dwight) Schimmelpfennig was born on August 26, 1926, in Burlington,
North Dakota, to her parents Preston and Ethel (Berrong) Dwight. They lived in Velva and
Burlington, ND as she grew up. Mildred died at the age of 93 on March 17, 2020, in Fargo,
ND at Villa Maria Nursing Home.
Mildred married Herbert R. Schimmelpfennig on August 3, 1947. They had four children,
Herb, Jerry, Sue, and Kathy.
Mildred was an elementary teacher in Bismarck for over 30 years, substituting and full
time, primarily at Riverside School. Her former students remember her as one of their
favorite teachers and learned how to spell Schimmelpfennig to pass her class but also
loved her magic carpet and how delightfully she told her stories.
Mildred was a gem. She accepted people into her circle naturally with her personality and
welcoming nature.
Herb died in 1994. A few years later, Mildred moved from Bismarck to Fargo to live next
door to Jerry and Diana. She lived there until 2008, when she moved to live with Jerry and
Shirley in her grandma’s suite in their house. Living there she had the support of her
family and also her own private space. After a few years and health issues, when a higher
level of care was needed, she moved to the Villa Maria care facility.
Mildred loved the care and attention she received and always referred to her new home as
“the Villa.” The family appreciates the love and care she received from the Villa staff and
we know she loved them. She always introduced us to the staff as a way to demonstrate
to us how important they were to her.
Mildred loved a good cup of coffee and had a big sweet tooth. She lived by the motto: “Eat
dessert first.” She received her angel wings on March 17, 2020, but those who knew her
would call her an angel on earth.

Her surviving family members include her son, Jerry (Shirley), daughter Sue, and
daughter Kathy (John). Her son Herb passed away in 2009.
Mildred is also survived by her brother Floyd (Pat) of Ventura, CA and grandchildren,
David (Callie), Katie (Michael), Michelle (Kate), Sam (Kris), Anna, Charles (Ethan), Allison
(Matthew) and Ryan (April), Emily (Reed), Ted, Hannah, Jack and Ben. Great
grandchildren are Ian, Keaton, Jonah, Payton, Jordan, and Everly. She also had many
nieces and nephews.
Due to the pandemic the family held a private prayer service and a limited viewing. A
memorial service will be scheduled for a date later this summer.
Mildred would appreciate any memorials made to Villa Maria, Lutheran Social Services of
North Dakota, or Hospice of the Red River Valley.

Comments

“

A webcast video has been added.

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - March 19, 2020 at 01:11 PM

“

I helped to take care of You I will miss you forever. I will always love you. You were one of
the kindest ladies I know. Very welcoming. Love you always Carol Schatschneider and Roy
Schatschneider the bus driver.
Carol schatschneider - March 20, 2020 at 03:24 PM

“
“

You will be missed sweet lady!
pat glanzer - March 20, 2020 at 04:25 PM

One of my most cherished memories of Mildred is sitting with her watching the birds at Villa
Maria. There was one small bird that never quite figured out flying. Mildred told me she had
named him “Little Never” because he never gave up trying to fly and he didnt seem to let it
get in the way of him being happy. To me that shows how kind hearted and caring Mildred
was. I love you Mildred! I will cherish our memories forever.
Michaela Elliott - March 20, 2020 at 05:16 PM

“

So sorry to hear this loss, heartfelt condolences and sympathy to the family, she will be
missed forever

she was the kindest lady I have even known...

muna - March 20, 2020 at 10:40 PM

“

Miss her so so much. Such a kind positive, faith filled person. And so humble. She came to
me two weeks ago and said her memory was making it hard for her to study long Bible
passages so she asked if I had a children’s Bible. I gladly gave her one and she was so
thankful. Also loved taking my Golden Retriever to visit her. They were pals and she would
give him full body massages!! And lots of treats. May you rest and enjoy the wonderful
reward God has for you in Heaven.
Tracy Alin - March 20, 2020 at 10:45 PM

“

Jerry, I am so sorry to hear about the loss of your Mother. My heartfelt sympathy. Monica
Graber
Monica Graber - March 21, 2020 at 02:51 PM

“

I worked with Mildred for a few years and cherished every minute I was able to spend with
her! She was an amazing lady and her family members were always just as friendly. I
remember that she loved dogs, especially princess. We would always have great
conservations in the evening. I will never forget her sweet hearted personality! My
condolences for the loss of such a beautiful spirit! I’m thankful that I could watch the funeral
online. Goodbye my friend you were truly amazing!!
kelsey Hanson - March 21, 2020 at 07:10 PM

“

Millie schimmelpfennig, that name was often on my mother's lips. I'm not sure if it was from
PTO, sewing club, church or even a really old memory where we bought a puppy from the
schimmelpfennig's?? I just know she was dearly loved by my mother and father, Flo & Bob

Stuckenbruck, and they would want me to send you their love.
Ruth Stuckenbruck Reese - March 21, 2020 at 10:04 PM

“

My condolences to the family. Mrs. Schimmelpfennig was my 5th grade teacher. She
was a wonderful teacher.

Tammy Wheeler (Eissinger) - March 26, 2020 at 09:29 AM

“

Mildred was such a lovely woman. I have fond memories of her from my childhood.
My condolences to her family.
Mary Miller Dukart

Mary Miller Dukart - March 25, 2020 at 05:59 PM

“

So sorry to hear about your loss. Mrs. Schimmelpfennig was my favorite teacher at
Riverside. I used to hang around with her even after hours and met Kathy at one
point. Wonderful teacher! My thoughts are with the family at this time

Karen Herman - March 24, 2020 at 08:42 AM

“

Mrs. Schimmelpfennig was my 5th grade teacher at Riverside Elementary. She was
the nicest teacher and made each of us feel very special. I always remember the
Smurfs she had in her window. So sorry to hear of her passing. She was a very
special lady.
Michele (Bosch) Reuer

Michele (Bosch) Reuer - March 23, 2020 at 09:17 AM

“

My thoughts and prayers are with you. Mildred had the biggest heart, I feel honored
to have known her. I loved the stories and memories she shared about my Grandpas
mom and her Mother-in-Law Lydia. She gave me a lot of wisdom that I will carry on;
treat everyone with respect, enjoy life to its fullest, and never pass on a cookie. I
enjoyed helping her sort through her clothes and arrange them by color. Rest In
Peace Mildred you will always be remembered.
Jennifer Illich

Jennifer Illich - March 22, 2020 at 06:51 PM

“

My fifth grade teacher Mrs Schimmelpfennig past away on March 16th! Wow what an
inspirational person! I’ve always thought of her over the years as someone who
really, really, really thought I was a special person. When you have folks in your life
who think you, yes you, are awesome, well....then we can do just about anything with
that sense in our hearts! I’m confident that we South side River rats would not have
accomplished so much without these kinds of teachers bolstering our confidence,
filling up our emotional love tanks and sending us off to the next level with a friend
we can have forever! Looking forward to thanking her in Heaven one day!

Dave Bender - March 22, 2020 at 09:47 AM

“

I remember Mrs. Schimmelpfenning, she was my fifth grade teacher at RIverside
School in Bismarck back in 1972-73. Very nice lady and a good teacher, too.

Kelly Werre - March 21, 2020 at 06:20 PM

“

Sweet sweet Millie! From your beautiful smile to the kindest of hearts, you will be
very missed! Millie always had a way of making people feel special, and I hope we
did the same for her, because she truly was a special lady! Heaven definitely has one
of the best! Thoughts, prayers and hugs to her family, and thank you for sharing her
with us! It is a blessing to have known her.

Jody Jenks - March 21, 2020 at 01:01 AM

“

Mildred was a wonderful person. I'll always remember the times she spent with my
dog Princess. Princess could pick Mildred out in a crowd and rush over to her and
hop on her lap. Mildred always asked about my family and how there were and what
they were doing. She will be missed.

Vickie - March 20, 2020 at 06:10 PM

“

Mildred was one of the best!! I was an educator at The Salon Professional Academy
and we always enjoyed our weekly visits with her. She was always full of stories but
before anything, she would always ask us how our family was doing. She was always
so kind to the students. Always letting them learn with patients and understanding.
When her student would graduate, there was almost a fight over "who would get
Mildred now" because she was so loved in the salon, everyone wanted her.
Rest now Dear Mildred. Thank you for being you! Much love!!

Eric A. Guttormson - March 20, 2020 at 09:44 AM

“

Mildred was one beautiful lady! We got to know her at the Villa, our mother and Mildred sat
at the same table for years! Such a happy kind person to be around, we loved her! Heaven
just got a very special angel!
Marilyn - March 21, 2020 at 04:27 PM

“

We were friends from Pastor Bill's Bible study.with Mildred. She was such a sweet
lady! May she rest in peace with our Lord.
Alice & Darrold Engel

Alice Engel - March 19, 2020 at 06:09 PM

“

Andrea Devine lit a candle in memory of Mildred Eunice Schimmelpfennig

Andrea Devine - March 19, 2020 at 12:14 PM

“

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the family of Mildred Schimmelpfennig.

March 19, 2020 at 11:58 AM

“

My condolences to you. Mildred and my mom, Peggy, were roommates at The Villa.
When I would visit my mom, Mildred always greeted me with her big pretty smile.
What a wonderful lady. Hugs to you.

Denise Gulickson - March 19, 2020 at 10:11 AM

“

Mrs. Schimmelpfennig was my 5th grade teacher at Riverside Elementary in
Bismarck in 1981. Her last name was one of the spelling words we had to learn and I
can still spell it to this day. I am so sad that this funeral comes during this time and
you can't have a public service. You can tell her that Heidi Verwey grew up to be a
math teacher and an elementary librarian and Mrs. Schimmelpfennig was one of her
favorite teachers. My favorite story about her would have to be that she told use she
had a magic carpet but she was the only one who could see it but if we were really
good we could go on a ride with her. She LOVED to read to us and I can still see her
sitting on her stool, in her dress with her nylons and heels. She said no matter what
happened to teachers she would always wear nylons and heels.
Heidi (Verwey) Wolf

Heidi Verwey Wolf - March 19, 2020 at 01:51 AM

“

My heartfelt sympathy to you in the loss of your mom and grandmother. What a joy
and delight Millie was! I enjoyed our visits when I worked at Villa and later when she
would join us while we visited my mom. She always remembered that my mom's
brother Orville had worked with your dad at BJC. I will miss seeing her. How blessed
we are to have known her.

Karen&Gerry Beutler - March 18, 2020 at 11:17 PM

“

Sorry for your loss. My mother Peggy Seeb and Mildred were roommates for quite
awhile. They got along really well. Every time I went to visit Mildred always had a
smile for me and said hello.

Dennis Seeb - March 18, 2020 at 08:39 PM

