Michael Wayne Montgomery
October 18, 1951 - March 26, 2018

Cherished Husband, Father, Papa, Brother, and Friend, Michael Wayne Montgomery, 66,
of Fargo, ND has gone home to be with his loving Savior and Lord. Mike was born on
October 18, 1951 in Grand Forks, ND to Robert and LaVonne (Lee) Montgomery. His life
was completed on March 26, 2018.
Mike leaves behind a legacy of faith, family, and friendships.
He was man of God and dedicated his life to serving the Lord and encouraging others to
love Jesus Christ. Mike joined the staff of Faith Evangelical Free Church in Grand Forks,
ND in 1985. As a Youth Pastor, his mission trips contended with forest fires in Canada and
mudslides in Mexico. By God’s grace, everyone arrived home safely each time, though
Mike affectionately became known as the “Pastor of Disaster.” His service at Salem
Evangelical Free Church in Fargo, ND, and Pulse Ministries in Minneapolis, MN, brought
Mike some of his deepest joys in the last years of his life.
The love of his life and spouse of 44 years, Joan Montgomery, went home to be with the
Lord in August 2016. Mike’s children, grandchildren, and siblings will miss the humor and
wisdom that he offered freely and sometimes excessively. He went on fishing trips with his
sons and had a tradition of breakfast dates with his daughter. Mike had endless energy
and love for his grandchildren. His four brothers and two sisters meant the world to him.
Mike loved to golf, loved to talk and also loved to listen. He will be remembered for the
way he prized his family and friends and all those he had yet to meet who would become
friends.
Mike was preceded in death by his wife, Joan and father, Robert Montgomery. He is
survived by his three children, Chad (Morganna) Montgomery, Marcus Montgomery, and
Shannon (Tim) Demant; grandchildren, Joshua, Katelyn and Janae Demant; his mother,
LaVonne Montgomery; siblings, Kathy Carl, Robert (Nita) Montgomery, Nancy Endres,
Dan (Martha) Montgomery, Scott (Kathy) Montgomery and Tom (Michelle) Montgomery.
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Comments

“

Please accept our condolences - though extremely late, I thought you would enjoy
this photo of "Chambe" with some of his UND BB buddies l-r Mike, Ron Becker, Jim
Goodrich, Jim Presthus and Don Gunhus. This was taken about 3 years ago at the
University of MN when UND last played there.
Mike was a role model, teacher and good friend to all of us. We will miss him greatly.
Ron & Loel Becker

Ron Becker - April 24, 2018 at 05:33 PM

“

So sorry to hear about Mike. I went to high school with him. I found Jesus Christ, as my
savior, the same way Mike did. I last saw him in Dec, 1983. I was in the US Air Force, and
had to come back from Germany, for my father’s funeral. Mike and I spent an afternoon, at
a local restaurant, talking about our faith in Jesus.
Once I retired, I moved to the Philippines

I had been visiting in California in March,

2018, and I returned to the Philippines on March 26th. So sorry that was the time Mike
passed. He will be missed, but I will see him again, in the glorious kingdom of God. See
you then, Mike.
Mark G Hagan - May 20, 2018 at 09:55 AM

“

Just now read about Mike. Went to UND and Faith Evangelical Free Church with them and
CCC IN THE early '70's. My sincerest concerns for all. Tom Flegel, Ipls., IN.
Tom - August 22, 2018 at 05:18 AM

“

I am so sad to hear of Mikes passing. He was a great person and influenced so
many lives. It was an honor to be a friend and teammate. My thoughts are with family
and friends!
Marc Morben

Marc Morben - April 05, 2018 at 10:41 AM

“

Our sincere condolences to the Montgomery family with the loss of their Dad and
Grandpa. Karen and I first met Mike when we were going to Faith EFCA in Grand
Forks, I helped with a youth event a few times. I vividly, and painfully, remember a
bike ride with the youth group boys to Turtle River State Park - the whole time riding
into a strong westerly head wind. We moved from Grand Forks and 18 years later
moved to Fargo. Mike greeted us with a warm and sincere welcome at Salem our
first visit there in 2009. Little did we know the plans he had for us, but the twinkle in
his eye should have given us a clue. Always with a heart for young people, Mike
tapped us to help him to bring young married couples together for fellowship. He
asked me to help lead a young married Sunday school class, which he affectionatley
called the Mike and Mike in the morning class. That class lasted for several years
along with a small group of young marrieds that met in our home. We had a few
summer picnic get togethers and a few evening get togethers in Mike and Joans
home. The attached video gives you an idea of fun we had with (surprise, surprise)
Mike and Joan cutting loose. He had a huge impact on my life over the 8 1/2 years
we were at Salem and he will be dearly missed.
Mike and Karen Harlan

Mike and Karen Harlan - April 03, 2018 at 02:29 PM

“

“

This is priceless!! What year was this?
Karen Shaffner - April 03, 2018 at 08:35 PM

Love, Aunt Ann, Uncle Joe and Family purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family
of Michael Wayne Montgomery.

Love, Aunt Ann, Uncle Joe and Family - April 02, 2018 at 07:09 PM

“

Heavenly Light was purchased for the family of Michael Wayne Montgomery.

April 02, 2018 at 05:05 PM

“

For those of us who were students at Markoma Bible Academy, Mike Montgomery
will always be remembered as “Coach.” When he and Joan first arrived, they were
only a few years older than the seniors, a fact not unnoticed by one who asked
Coach how old he was. “How old do you think I am?” Coach asked. The student
replied “26 or 27.” Coach replied “Well, OK then” and walked away before there was
any chance for a follow up question. And so began a decade of Montgomery’s,
Markoma and memories. A few of the more memorable include a fire breaking out in
the locker room during an away game, a Caterpillar earth mover in center field
(ground rule double if you hit it), our own player blocking his own teammates shot
because “he was hogging the ball”, and a basketball game at the max security prison
where the referee was one of the convicts. When Coach questioned the choice of ref,
the prison official replied, “He’s in here for murder not for cheating.” If you would
make a particularly good play Coach would often yell at you “You punk!” He would
then smile like a proud parent. He was a fierce competitor but taught us how to
respond to both defeat and victory. His dry wit and (mostly) even demeanor was a
perfect complement to Joan’s effervescent personality.
Since 1985 I have called him at halftime of the final NCAA tournament basketball
game. Even one year when he was at my home during the game he made be go in
the other room and call his cell so that we would not break the tradition. Tonight
during halftime of the game, I will think of Coach and reflect upon 30 years of
halftime conversations and 40 years of friendship. I will miss him greatly but will
always have priceless memories.
John Schwenk

John Schwenk - April 02, 2018 at 02:44 PM

“

Northern Plains District Office EFCA, Bismarck, ND purchased the Emerald Garden
Basket for the family of Michael Wayne Montgomery.

Northern Plains District Office EFCA, Bismarck, ND - April 02, 2018 at 01:29 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Michael Wayne
Montgomery.

April 02, 2018 at 10:31 AM

“

Sweet Tenderness was purchased for the family of Michael Wayne Montgomery.

April 01, 2018 at 09:22 PM

“

Coach Montgomery was the Psychology teacher and my basketball coach and his
wife was the cheerleading advisor. They were so adorable and kind. I used to give
coach grief about his terrible handwriting when he was teaching and spelling! Mike
and Joan helped me get through a very difficult time when I was in high school. They
were such a gift and wish I had kept in touch. Coach was such a special person!
Melva Ann Williams schnure

melva Ann Williams Schnure - April 01, 2018 at 04:24 PM

“

Thank you for sharing this memory Melva. I know he and mom loved their years in OK.
They were proud of all of their students and athletes. Shannon (daughter)
Shannon - April 01, 2018 at 09:27 PM

“

Dear Family,
I had the privilege of working with Mike and Joan at Markoma Bible Academy in the
70's. Since I was a redhead, he always called me "Red". I was just thinking the other
day about my time in Tahlequah, OK, and how much fun we had as a staff. Your
mom and dad lived in the "tiny mobile home". I remember how excited they were
when each of the children were born. I remember Mike teaching a doctrine class at
the Tahlequah Bible Church. He was a great guy.
I am saddened to hear of his passing. But what a comfort to know he lived his life "well" as a "good and faithful servant" and he leaves behind a godly legacy. May your
hearts be comforted with the blessed hope of eternal life and ever loving presence of
our Lord Jesus Christ.
My husband, Gary, and I send our love and prayers.
Cheryl (Kooistra) Guacci, Long Beach, CA

Cheryl (Kooistra) Guacci - April 01, 2018 at 01:42 AM

“

Thank you Cheryl for sharing about your memory in Markoma, we love to read these notes.
Some of their favorite years! Shannon (daughter)
Shannon - April 01, 2018 at 09:28 PM

“

My mother just told me about Mr. Montgomery. Shannon and family, my thoughts and
prayers are with you as you remember and celebrate his life. My memories come from
tahlquah and Markoma as well! Mine didn’t come as a student, but as my friend Shannon’s
mom and dad. I have fond memories of both of them.
Renee Decker Hosmer - April 02, 2018 at 10:30 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Michael Wayne
Montgomery.

March 31, 2018 at 10:38 PM

“

My high school basketball coach at Markoma—no single person had more impact on
my life. Coach had a way of believing in me when I didn’t myself & brought out the
best in me. We shared a zany humor & I adored him. I was able to talk to him last
summer & it was perfectly normal to say “Hey Coach, this is Bacon”... He’s the only
person that could get away with nick-naming a shy, awkward 15 yr old that! Deeply
saddened, but so glad he’s with his beloved Joan, out of pain & in the arms of Jesus.

Debbie Hada - March 31, 2018 at 08:52 AM

“

Debbie, thank you for this post. It was so nice to read. I remember the stories he would
share about the athlete he called Bacon and I would always say "Dad, you are crazy" and
he said "no no, she let me call her Bacon". I am glad he was able to be a part of your life
and trust his legacy will continue to inspire your life. Thank you for sharing Debbie!
Shannon (daughter)
Shannon - April 01, 2018 at 09:30 PM

“

We were so saddened to hear of Mikes passing and want to extend our heartfelt
sympathies to Mike's family. Mike had a unique sense of humor that he displayed in
a very unpredictable manor. I had the privilege of working with Mike when he was at
Faith Evangelical Free in Grand Forks. I will always remember the day another staff
member and I heard some unusual 'commotion' coming from the Sanctuary. We went
to explore, and there to our delight we saw an individual practicing a song on the
Baby Grand with Mike in all his zany humor, singing and dancing around the piano,
ending his performance by laying atop the piano and singing to the piano player!
May God's comfort uphold you all in the days ahead and bless you with many shared
memories of a life well lived as a faithful ambassador of his Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ.
Brad and Helen Nelson

Helen Nelson - March 30, 2018 at 08:17 PM

“

Helen - this is Shannon (daughter), thank you for sharing this story. It made me have a
good laugh tonight simply because I can fully picture this happening...oh Dad! Thanks for
the memories!
Shannon - April 01, 2018 at 09:33 PM

“

Pastor Mike blessed many people at Salem; his knowledge of the Bible was
immense. His humor and his Love of friends,strangers always came with a smile. I
will miss him very much, but when Mike and I meet in Heaven he will say,"Doug I told
you so"

Doug Johnson - March 30, 2018 at 05:16 PM

“

To the Montgomery Family: My Heartfelt Sympathy to ALL of You with the loss of
Mike. I haven't seen much of Mike over the years but did run into him @ the
American Legion World Series in Fargo, I believe 9 years ago. I helped Al Bortke
coach the GF Babe Ruth State Champion team which Mike was a BIG part of! Mike
was not only a great ballplayer & athlete but was a JOY & HONOR to coach! His
Smile, His Attitude, His Competitiveness & Work Ethic was second to NONE! I will
ALWAYS CHERISH the memories Mike left for me & everyone he was associated
with! Mike was Truly an A#1
Special Young Man!
Rest in Peace Mike & again Thanks for the Precious Lifetime Memories U gave to
me & passed on to EVERYONE that had the privilege of knowing YOU!!
Gary Gillis
GFC 1964 Grad
Retired Teacher-Coach

Gary Gillis - March 30, 2018 at 04:17 PM

“

Thank you Gary for sharing this. We are saving these writings on my dad. Truly treasured!
Shannon (daughter)
Shannon - April 01, 2018 at 09:34 PM

“

I haven't seen Mike in many years, but I remember his big smile when we were in
high school at St. James. One of those faces you don't forget. The Montgomery
family is so loved by all of us who know you and I hope that gives you comfort at this
sad time.
God is surely holding Mike in the palm of his hand.
My condolences,
Sue Riley

S Sue Riley - March 30, 2018 at 01:20 PM

“

Nancy, I am so sorry for your loss. Condolences to you and your family. We are
Traveling 3/30 till 4/14/18. Love Linda Inman

Linda Inman - March 30, 2018 at 11:20 AM

“

From: Grand Forks Blue Line Club purchased the Medium Dish Garden for the family
of Michael Wayne Montgomery.

From: Grand Forks Blue Line Club - March 30, 2018 at 10:09 AM

“

Great man! You will be missed. Mike was the friendliest and most positive person I
have ever known. I remember learning about his having scored 52 points in a BB
game at BJC, and teasing him about never passing the ball. Then I went home and
googled it, and learned he also had game and season assist records. As always,
Mike got the last laugh on me. Mike's legacy will live on in the lives of 1000s of
people faithfully following Jesus Chris because of Mike's witness. Rest In Peace
brother. Now you are reunited with Joan. You can also fill up the hoop in heaven
unfettered.

Mark Strand - March 30, 2018 at 09:59 AM

“

Always enjoyed visits with Mike when he played hoops or baseball. Very talented and
a great guy. Glad to have visited with sister Kathy at the SJH reunion and find out
that Mike was involved with the ministry. Wish I could have made it back for the GF
baseball reunion. Regards to the family.
Tom Gould

Tom Gould - March 30, 2018 at 09:37 AM

“

Bob and all loved ones of Mike: you have my deepest sympathy for your loss. May
you find peace in knowing Mike is whole once again and in the presence of God.
Keep the wonderful memories of him close and may they comfort you.
Linda Kuntz Mathern

Linda Mathern - March 30, 2018 at 08:24 AM

“

I was in youth group with Pastor Mike from 1992 until 93 or 94. Mike recruited and
led a team of volunteers that loved us, had fun with us, and discipled us towards
Jesus! I also remember well a fun, crazy missions trip to Mexico. Mike had the
unique ability to be so fun and funny while also so serious about the Lord and about
encouraging and affirming us to be used by Him. I continue to be blessed by the
youth staff that he led and recruited and by his encouragement and affirmation even
now as my family and I serve as missionaries in East Asia. - Matt K

matt K - March 30, 2018 at 03:19 AM

“

He loved his youth group years at EFC...always prayed for all of his students to live a life
for Christ. Thank you for posting Matt! - Shannon (daughter)
Shannon - April 01, 2018 at 09:38 PM

“

Prayers for everyone whose hearts are filled with sorrow for the loss of such a
special minister, brother, son, father, uncle, grandpa and friend. There is great
rejoicing because Jesus shares His heavenly kingdom with those who love Him.
Certainly, Mike is in a place of honor. May his kindness forever be a part of your
lives. Peace and love.

Trish Mohr - March 30, 2018 at 12:48 AM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Michael Wayne
Montgomery.

March 29, 2018 at 03:46 PM

“

Deeply sorry to see this news. Sincere condolences to the family.
Patrick Sweeney, Grand Forks.

Patrick Sweeney - March 29, 2018 at 12:05 PM

“

I had the privilege of being along on a mission trip with Mike, going up into Canada in
1989. Between the camp we had been at, and a scheduled work project the next
week, we took the VIA railroad to Churchill for what was supposed to be just a
weekend of sight seeing for Beluga whales and polar bears. As I later learned, life
was always an adventure when Mike was around! Due to severe forest fires
throughout Canada, portions of the train tracks and bridges burned out behind us,
leaving us stranded in Churchill. We did get to see the whales and polar bears, but
ended being flown out by the Red Cross to return. We laughed at the time that our
trip was much like the movie "Planes, Trains, and Automobiles!" Nonetheless, we
were always safely in Gods hands, and Mike was a forever servant, peacemaker and
optimist. Carol Olson

Carol Olson - March 29, 2018 at 10:06 AM

“

My heart goes out to the Montgomery family. My family grew up and have known the
Montgomery family since we were young and I pray that their sad memories will be soon
replaced by all the wonderful memories they made together! God bless you all during this
difficult time.
Pam McKinnon Wostrel
Pam McKinnon Wostrel - March 29, 2018 at 04:12 PM

“

Mike was my youth pastor many years ago at Faith E. Free in Grand Forks. He made
serving God always an adventure and always fun. The Canada mission trip, Poland
mission trip, Boundary Waters trip, Districts brought so much joy to my high school chapter
in life. He loved Jesus and loved taking people with him on his journey to serve Jesus. He
and Joanie had a big impact on my and so many youth. I remember one youth event that
he planned .... it was how far could you throw the cow pie! Always an adventure! I am
imagining he and Joanie with the Lord right now ... what a reunion!
Stephanie Schott Myogeto
Stephanie Schott Myogeto - April 01, 2018 at 07:23 PM

“

Oh Stephanie and Carol and Pam, so many smiles reading your posts. Thank you for bring
our hearts joy during this time! Shannon (daughter)
Shannon - April 01, 2018 at 09:39 PM

“

Played American Legion baseball in East Grand Forks and our rival was the Kiddie
Corps of Grand Forks. It wasn't fun playing against Michael and his brother Bob,
known as The Rabbits because of their speed on the base paths. And both got on
base plenty! But, then, it wasn't easy hitting Gary Schuler either. Memories last a
lifetime. -- Al Gonsorowski, Aiken, SC

Al Gonsorowski - March 28, 2018 at 09:42 PM

“

I didn't know about "the Rabbits" - thank you for sharing this memory with us about our dad!
Shannon (daughter)
Shannon - April 01, 2018 at 09:41 PM

“

Mike was one-of-a-kind! His impact on our family has been felt for many years. As
our youth pastor for some years, both Angie and Bri were the recipients of the fruits
of his faith journey. He was a valued friend and brother in Christ to Bonnie and me for
many years. As wacky and unpredictable in what he might say or do from time to
time, his demeanor was always rooted in faith and love which made times with him
so enjoyable. He was there in times of joy as well as times of uncertainty and
concern for so many over many, many years. Many are eternally indebted to him for
the life he led and the witness he ultimately became. We all currently live in a much
better place and many are destined for an eternity in paradise, in part, because Mike
came our way. Enjoy your much deserved heavenly reward, our friend. We will miss
you for awhile - - - but then what a grand reunion we will have with you and all others
who have decided to follow Christ!
Phil and Bonnie Harmeson

Phil and Bonnie Harmeson - March 28, 2018 at 02:05 PM

“

Thank you for these word Phil and Bonnie, so meaningful to us to read and print to save!
These tributes bring peace to our hearts and continue to inspire us to live out his legacy!
Shannon (daughter)
Shannon - April 01, 2018 at 09:43 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Michael Wayne Montgomery.

March 28, 2018 at 01:17 PM

“

Such a privilege to have known Mike. I'll never forgot those youth group trips and his
sense of humor. He had a great impact on my faith, and for that I'll always be
grateful. Praying for you Shannon, Chad and Marcus.

Carrie Slanger - March 28, 2018 at 12:30 PM

“

IT WAS A LOT OF FUN TO HAVE SHARED A BASEBALL FIELD WITH MIKE.SO
SORRY TO HEAR OF HIS PASSING.MY PRAYERS TO BOB AND THE
FAMILY...BOB THOMPSON

BOB - March 28, 2018 at 09:52 AM

“

I am so sad about the passing of my dear friend Mike. I had the good fortune of
playing with Mike and coaching him as well.
I have 3 vivid memories of coaching him. He hit a long home run in the East Region
tournament in the 11th inning to beat Fargo 8-7. We advanced to the State in Fargo.
We were getting beat 8-1 in the 3rd. I brought Mike in to pitch. He hadn’t pitched
much during the season. He held Minot scoreless the rest of the game and we won
9-8.
The 3rd memory goes back when Mike was a 15 year old. We were on the road quite
a few times that Legion season. Mike and Billy Jackson roomed together. They were
a mischievous pair. I remembered that when I started coaching when he was 18.
Instead of having him room with a teammate, I had him room with me. Kept him out
of trouble and I slept much better.
What a competitor he was. He played the game with such heart. I loved that about
Mike.
We were lucky enough to have 9 players back for our 50 year reunion in Grand Forks
in July. There were so many great stories and memories shared. I am so happy that
Mike was there with us.
One of my fondest memories playing with Mike was getting the nickname “Big
Hombre”. He was “Little Hombre”. That stuck with us for 50 years.
Our thoughts and prayers are with his family. He is now reunited with his beloved
Joan.
Gary and Shawna Schuler

Gary Schuler - March 27, 2018 at 09:49 PM

“

Thank you Gary for this post. The stories make us smile as kids...especially thinking how
dad had to room with the coach to stay out of trouble! Thank you for taking the time to
share this with us! Shannon (daughter)
Shannon - April 01, 2018 at 09:45 PM

