Michael Maurice Casler
March 28, 1957 - November 15, 2020

Michael M. Casler, 63, passed away on November 15, 2020, after a 10-year long battle
with cancer, his loving family by his side.
Mike was born on March 28, 1957, to Maurice and Dorothy (Magnuson) Casler in Fargo,
ND. He was educated in the Fargo Public School system, and at 14, he was honored to
be a United States Page, and attended US Senate Page school for that year, and
graduated from Fargo North High School in 1975. Mike joined the US Navy in 1975,
returned to Fargo in 1981, and attended NDSU where he studied Anthropology & U.S.
History. He was also a member of the MN National Guard.
On August 25, 1984, Mike married the love of his life for over 36 years, LuAnn Casler in
Fargo, ND. He was father to three children, Mark, Katy & Thomas.
In 1988, Mike accepted a position with The National Park Service at Fort Union Trading
Post in Williston, ND. During his 19 years at the fort, he was a resource for tourists from all
over the world, educating them on the Fur Trade. He participated in Fur Trade
Rendezvous at Fort Union and across the country since 1989 and was a member of The
American Mountain Men.
He was a man who wore many hats, literally and figuratively. He fought the wildfires in
Montana in 2000 and he was an EMT on the National Mall in Washington D.C. for the July
4, 2002 celebration. He was a Co-Chair for the Lewis and Clark Expedition at the
Confluence Celebration. He developed the Trails and Rails program on the Empire
Builder, putting volunteers on the train from Williston to Shelby, MT. He was an
accomplished speaker, and author of many articles on the Upper Missouri fur trade, and
writer of multiple books; Steamboats of the Fort Union Fur Trade, Forts Tecumseh and
Fort Pierre Chouteau: Journal and Letter Books, 1830–1850, Fort Union and Fort William:
Letter Book and Journal, 1833-1835, and The Original Journals of Charles Larpenteur.
He was an involved member of his community. Mike was with the Trenton First

Responders for over 20 years, and he also worked with the Williston Ambulance. He was
Post Commander of the Edgar M. Boyd Post #37 in Williston. He was on Buford Township,
and on the board of Williston Rural Fire Department. He was an avid member of the
Democratic party in Western ND.
He was an expert napper, stray cat lover, D&D player, collector of many books &
collectable toys, the best Papa to his grandchildren, and the most embarrassing and
loving Dad to his kids. His Facebook posts always made his opinions known, on politics,
TV shows, his love of black coffee, or where he happened to be eating a meal at that day.
He was an expert Facebook tagger of which you could never escape if you happened to
enjoy a meal with him outside of the house.
Mike is survived by his wife, LuAnn, son, Mark Casler, Williston, ND, daughter, Katy (Tyler)
Spiekermeier, Fargo, son, Thomas (Ciara) Casler, Fargo; grandchildren, Cameron (5), &
Quinn (2) Casler, Fargo. Sisters, Julie (Mark) Cocca, Pheonix, AZ, Cindy Casler (AZ) &
Susan Slattery (FL). Along with numerous cousins, family members and dear friends.
Mike is preceded in death by his parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles and cousins.
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Comments

“

Lovely One Spathiphyllum Plant was purchased for the family of Michael Maurice
Casler.

July 20 at 09:16 PM

“

5 files added to the tribute wall

Katy Spiekermeier - July 14 at 04:03 PM

“

I was so sorry to learn of Mike's passing. I met him in 2010 when Ray Wood and I
visited Williston and Ray invited Mike to our motel room. Since then I have enjoyed
sharing fur trade information with him by email and in person when I saw him at the
2018 fur trade symposium in Bismarck. My condolences to Mike's family. A loss for
all of us. Tom Thiessen

Tom Thiessen - December 08, 2020 at 04:16 PM

“

Dear LuAnn and all the Casler Family,
I am so deeply sorry to hear of Mike's passing. He was an Anthropology student of
mine at NDSU. In my "Indians of the Plains" class, I saw his eyes light up when I
lectured about the Fur Trade and especially its impact on Native Americans. He was
really fired up by the topic. And as a result, he asked some questions that were
unusually insightful for an undergraduate student. I told him if he did his research
and "hit the books" he could become an expert on the Fur Trade of the Northern
Great Plains. And Mike did! I am so proud of him and all his accomplishments. He
was an amazing person and will be greatly missed by so many. With Deepest
Sympathy, Dr. Timothy J. Kloberdanz, Professor Emeritus of Anthropology, NDSU,
Fargo.

Dr. Timothy J. Kloberdanz - November 29, 2020 at 01:45 PM

“

LuAnn and family,
I am so sorry for your loss. I remember meeting Mike at our class reunion in 2017.
You and Mike were such a great couple. Take care in these heartbreaking times and
treasure those beautiful memories you created in your time together. Love, Adele
Gabriel

Adele Gabriel - November 28, 2020 at 11:25 AM

“

Memories of Mike, there are too many to count. From 'singing Indian' while playing a
traditional Plains Indian hand game at Fort Union, to a road trip to Little Bighorn that
featured a side trip to see the bell of the steamboat Rosebud, to several Fur Trade
Symposia, the memories just keep coming. My condolences go out to LuAnn and his
family. Bonne Chance, Mike!

Rod Lassey - November 22, 2020 at 05:43 PM

“

My deepest condolences to Mikes family. He was an extraordinary man and leaves a
wonderful legacy. We lived far from each other but I felt a connection to Mike through
Facebook and our shared past from high school. I will miss him more than I can say.

Kasey Porter - November 22, 2020 at 05:04 PM

“

My sympathies to the family. From Messiah Lutheran kids choir, to Boy Scouts at
Messiah, to Scout camp, to high school--and then college years at NDSU--Mike and
our extended "gang" shared many paths. Some of those paths were detours into
"controlled" chaos! I think his middle initial, Michael M. Casler, was actually
"mischief."
But Mike always had fundamental sense of honor and loyalty and right-wrong. Even
when we got in trouble at Boy Scout camp, and in other adventures, we came out the
other end----learning a few lessons, and the better for it !
I've always been fascinated with his research and his work with history.
I count Mike as a great friend, and only wish we would have had more time to
connect in recent years.
To the family, Mike touched many people---more than you know.
Take care ....

Louis Hoglund - November 22, 2020 at 02:59 PM

“

Mike, probably first met him in the first grade or so at Horace Mann Elementary
School in Fargo. We had a lot of fun growing up, it was a great time to be a kid. I
remember mush fun was had by all. I will miss his posts on Facebook. Condolences
to Lu Ann and his family.

Lynn Rhinhart - November 22, 2020 at 01:01 PM

“

I could write my own book on all my adventures with my big brother. There was never
a dull moment as children.
I am very proud of the man my brother became. He loved his wife, children and
grandkids and was very proud of them all.
His super power was historical knowledge with a great memory to recall it all. Mike's
love for history became his passion and his talent to be able to share his knowledge
in books, is now his legacy.
I will miss my brother and spending time with him. God's speed my brother, I love
you and miss you terribly.
Until we meet again.....

Julie Casler Cocca - November 21, 2020 at 06:36 PM

