Mary Anne Schlecht
April 28, 1949 - November 20, 2019

Mary Schlecht, 70, wife of the late Gene Schlecht of Fargo, passed away Wednesday,
November 20, at Essentia Health in Fargo.
She was born April 28th, 1949, in Fargo, a daughter of the late Sanford and Myrtle
Tingley. Mary grew up on the family farm near Kathryn, ND, and attended schools in
Eastedge and Nome before graduating from high school in Enderlin. She continued her
education at the Sisters of St. Joseph School of Nursing. On April 4th, 1970, Mary married
Gene Schlecht at Waldheim Lutheran Church, near Kathryn.
Mary worked for many years as a labor and delivery nurse, and toward the end of her
career took on the challenge of earning her Bachelor of Science in Nursing from UND.
Mary was strong in her faith and a member at Peace Lutheran Church, where she also
volunteered as a Parish Nurse. As a member of Beta Sigma Phi, she made lifelong
friends.
Mary had a great passion for life and persevered through many physical and health
challenges. She loved spending time with her grandchildren and had a special bond with
each of them. Some of Mary's favorite past times included collecting Cherished Teddies,
cheering for the NDSU Bison, and embroidery. She made many beautiful pieces of
counted cross stitch and hardanger on linen.
Mary is survived by her children Heidi Dunek and her husband Ken of Houston, TX,
Joseph Schlecht and his wife Kellie of Edina, MN, Leah Schlecht of Moorhead, MN, and
her grandchildren Nora Klocke, Hannah Klocke, Sofia Dunek, Isabella Klocke, William
Klocke, and Lily Schlecht. She is also survived by her siblings Albert Tingley of Surprise,
AZ, Ed Tingley of Bloomington, MN, and Betty Burkett of Post Falls, ID.
In addition to her husband Gene, Mary was preceded in death by her brothers John and
Dave.

There will be a visitation time on Sunday, November 24, from 2-4 pm at Hanson-Runsvold
Funeral Home in Fargo. The funeral service will be held Monday, November 25 at 11 am
at Peace Lutheran Church in Fargo, and the graveside service will follow at 2:30 at the
Enderlin Cemetery.
In lieu of flowers, a donation in her name may be made to the Upper Midwest Chapter of
the National MS Society, 2829 University Avenue SE, Ste 900, Minneapolis, MN 55414.
Memories and condolences may be shared by visiting http://www.hansonrunsvold.com.
Arrangements by Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home – Fargo, ND
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Comments

“

My mom was an amazing OB nurse. After dad passed she'd bring me to work with
her and let me stay in a spare room because I was afraid to be alone at home. I don't
know how many babies she helped bring into the world in the 80s and 90s. She
always told me her favorite part was teaching new parents how to care for their
infants. Once in a great while she'd help parents find comfort in their grief.
She was there for me through all of my pregnancies, calming and explaining the
things I was experiencing. But her favorite part of life was to rock her grandbabies. I
know she enjoyed watching her kids learn what it is to be a parent. She never told
me I was mothering wrong or unsolicited advice. Rather gave her whole heart of
encouragement through my trial and errors as a new mom.
As the MS progressed we discovered together new ways to be a grandma and mom
team to my children. She loved to spoil them but never undermined me as a parent.
She taught me that kids are borrowed, entrusted to us for a short while and then we
are to give them over to the world to grow and live their own lives.
She would want me to grieve as I needed but she would also want me to celebrate.
She ran the good run, fight the good fight, and now she can rock babies for eternity
and be gathered with her husband and family. She doesn't hurt anymore. The
reasons for her tears is removed forever. Celebrate with music and laughter. Dance
and play silly games. Remember the good times, learn from the bad. And always put
on your sunscreen.
My mom... now I'm the mom and she is cheering me on.

Leah M Schlecht - March 18 at 10:43 AM

“

Heidi, Joe and Leah...we are so sorry to hear about your mom's passing.. We are
currently in Kansas and were unable to attend the funeral. We didn't have a mailing
address for any of you. We will keep you all in our prayers.
Terry and Diana Hanson

Terry and Diana Hanson - November 27, 2019 at 04:54 PM

“

I know that this is a difficult time for you and your family, and I wish I had words to
make it easier. My deepest condolences on the passing of your mother. You and your
family are in my thoughts and prayers.

S. Kim - November 23, 2019 at 11:31 PM

“

I did Mary's hair for many years and she became a dear friend. She always made my
day when she came to the salon. We always had a great time and chat. She always
had great advice for me and always made me smile. She was truly a great person
and friend. I will truly miss her dearly. God really got a wonderful angel.!!
David Dorn

David Dorn - November 22, 2019 at 09:41 PM

