Mary Andrews
February 20, 1927 - July 16, 2020

Mary's funeral service will be streamed here at 11:30 on Tuesday, July 21, 2020:
https://vimeo.com/439358763
Graveside can be viewed here: https://vimeo.com/440435911
Mary Andrews was born February 10, 1927 in Marshall, Missouri. She died peacefully on
July 16, 2020 surrounded by family and friends, including her best friend and husband of
seventy-one years, Mark Andrews.
Mary was the only child and the light of the lives of George and Lucille Willming. They
moved to Fargo in 1940 when Mary was in seventh grade. The Willmings attended
Gethsemane Cathedral on Ninth Street South and so did Mark Andrews’ family. Their
friendship began there when the two (neither of great voice) were asked to fill chairs in the
choir.
Mary joined a wonderful potluck in high-school and gained lifelong friendships there. She
went on to graduate with a degree from Smith College in political science. Mark often
commented that his political success was all due to Mary. They were a great team—both
loved serving the people of North Dakota.
Mary was active in PEO, Homemakers, her church, The International Club, and she was
president of Junior League and President of the Congressional Club. She was blessed
with many wonderful friends.
Mary married her best friend, Mark, on June 28, 1949. Mark and Mary were able to be
together to celebrate their 71st wedding anniversary a little less than three weeks before
Mary’s death.
Mary was a wonderful mother to Mark III (Sue), Sarah (Doug Herman), and Karen. Mary
was a loving grandmother and great-grandmother to: Mark Andrews IV; Katie and Aaron

Locke and their children: Lucy and Staton; Matt and Poli Herman and their children: Henry
and Caroline; Sam and Mia Herman and son: Gage; and Joe and Kristin Herman.
Mary and her family were blessed by many excellent caregivers, including: Bethany at
42nd and Gracepoint, Ethos Hospice, and especially Missy and Elaina.
Due to the Covid Pandemic there will be a private family service which will be simulcastand/or available for later viewing by friends who may wish to join in the celebration of
Mary’s life. The link to the simulcast can be found at www.hansonrunsvold.com
In lieu of flowers Mary asked that any memorials be given to Gethsemane Cathedral or to
a favorite charity of the donor’s choosing.

Cemetery
Riverside Cemetery - Fargo
2102 5th St. S.
FARGO, ND, 58103

Comments

“

A webcast video has been added.

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - July 17 at 02:46 PM

“

It was always wonderful seeing Mary at PEO events, I felt honored to have known
her. Thinking of all at this difficult time.
Mary Rasmussen

mary Rasmussen - August 02 at 12:01 PM

“

Our sympathies to Mary’s family. She had such a welcoming smile! I enjoyed playing
bridge with her at FCC. When I visited her at Bethany, we were leaving on a Baltic
cruise and she shared her enjoyment of travel including details of a trip to Russia. I’m
sure she will be missed deeply. Duane and Sandy Brasch

Duane Brasch - July 22 at 07:36 PM

“

As a long time Prosper neighbor, I express condolences on your loss. One of the
memories I have of Mary was her willingness to be a part of the parade float in the
Prosper Centennial Parade with all of the other alumni of the Home Advancement
Club. It was over 100 degree day and she was there. Her smile was always genuine
and will not forget her kindness. Dane and Kris Larsen

Dane - July 22 at 03:46 PM

“

Mark, Mark III , Sue, et al: Greetings and condolences on your loss. Mark III, even
though we are no longer children, we are ever Her children, and there's something
ever so special about a mother. Mark, long before Mr. Rogers was noted for asking,
"Will you be my neighbor?", you greeted me in the Prosper elevator with a big
voiced, "Hello there, Neighbor!" Sure, it was a generic, political, neutral kind of term,
but I hear it yet as a genuine expression. Thanks for the years of neighboring and
proximity. Good-byes are hard, for the changes they represent aren't always
improvements. We send our gentle embrace during this moment. Fuller Sheldon

Fuller Sheldon - July 22 at 08:49 AM

“

Heartfelt sympathy to Mark and Mary's family. Blessed to have known Mary and have
such fond memories. She was a most talented lady who had lots of struggles but
managed with grace. One of my fondest memories and probably the best PEO
program was offered by Mary. She had researched and interviewed each member
and shared details with the chapter. Many of the stories shared were things most of
us were unaware of before and had not taken the time to discover. May she rest in
perfect peace and with full use of all her talents and abilities.

Jo Lawrence - July 21 at 12:27 PM

“

15 files added to the album Memories Album

Alex Rydell - July 20 at 04:34 PM

“

Beautiful pictures!! Thank you for sharing- sweet beautiful woman♡
Natalie - July 21 at 10:26 PM

“

Dear Mark,
My sincere condolences to you and the family.You two represented what is best in
our world by caring for others and having a wonderful sense of humor to fight the
battles we all have to face through life .I miss seeing you when I moved East and you
both remained friends of my Fargo family forever. You two are models for all of us.
My sympathy to you and your entire family for your loss.
Much Love Ray

Ray Goldberg - July 20 at 03:26 PM

“

Thanks for your kind words my good friend.
Mark
Mark - July 20 at 06:26 PM

“

My most sincere condolences to all the Andrews family. I have wonderful memories
from encounters with the Andrews with my father Robert Tallman
Mary Tallman

Mary C Tallman - July 20 at 12:01 PM

“

Depart of Physical Medicine & Rehab, Mayo Clinic purchased the Simply Elegant
Spathiphyllum for the family of Mary Andrews.

Depart of Physical Medicine & Rehab, Mayo Clinic - July 20 at 11:19 AM

“

The family of Mary will be in my heart felt thoughts and prayers. God Bless.

Sharon Wagner Garceau - July 19 at 09:09 PM

“

I am a P.E.O. sister of Mary's and have known her since I was initiated into Chapter
Y in 1997. She was always such a delightful and charming lady despite her
disabilities. We had some good laughs and some fun conversations. I learned a lot
about Mary's earlier years when another P.E.O. sister interviewed Mary and did a
program about her wonderful and very full life as a Senator's wife. She was a

beautiful representative of North Dakota charm when in the presence of world
leaders and their wives.
Blessed be her memory. My heartfelt condolences to the Mark and the Andrews
family. She will be missed by all who knew her.
Jan Harrison
Jan Harrison - July 19 at 08:44 PM

“

I was blessed to serve as personal secretary to Senator Andrews and by extension,
Mary, in the 80s. As such, I was often her “date” at functions if the senator could not
take her. We had such fun together, and though she had rubbed elbows with some
highfalutin people during their years in Washington, she never ever lost her sense of
North Dakota down home perspective and humility. I consider her one of my personal
heroes and mentors. May she rest in eternal peace. Condolences to Senator
Andrews and the family. Grace Morman Carter, formerly of Hebron ND

Grace Morman Carter - July 19 at 02:36 PM

“

Dear Andrews Family,
You all are in my thoughts and prayers in Mary's death. May she have eternal joy and
peace with our loving God. May her legacy of love and faith live on in all of you.
Fr. Tim Bushy

Fr. Tim Bushy - July 19 at 08:59 AM

“

Dear Family Members of Mary Andrews,
I only have known Mary for a short time. She was a member of the Y PEO and I was
proud to be in the same PEO group as she was. Mary lived a long and fruitful life and
was a stellar member of our community.
Verlene Dvoracek

Verlene Dvoracek - July 18 at 03:02 PM

“

I am so sad to hear today of Mary's death. She was a dear, sweet soul who I was
privileged to get to know after I affiliated with her P.E.O. Chapter a few years ago.
This year marked her 74th year of membership in our Sisterhood, so she was just a
girl of 19 when she was initiated! P.E.O. obviously meant a great deal to her, as in
the past few years since I've known her, she was still bound and determined to get to
meetings whenever possible, so we always made sure that whenever our meeting
took place at an accessible site, her driver and Bethany were notified, and she also
came when we scheduled yearly meetings at Bethany. We have missed her
presence this past year, and we will miss her long into the future, but her legacy will
live on.
Susan Johnson,
president, Chapter Y

Susan Johnson - July 18 at 02:07 PM

“

May I add my condolences to the Andrews. I served with Mary on the Gethsemane
Cathedral Chapter during the church's toughest period (after the fire). I was honored to do
so. Blessings,
Eric Odney
Eric Odney - July 20 at 05:42 PM

