Mark Andrews II
May 19, 1926 - October 3, 2020

Mark's Service will be available at 11am, Saturday, October 10 at this link: https://vimeo.co
m/465562378
The Graveside Service can be viewed here: https://vimeo.com/468145803
Mark Andrews II was born May 19, 1926, in Fargo, North Dakota. He died on October 3,
2020. He was 94.
Mark II was the son of his namesake, Mark Andrews I, also known as the singing sheriff
because he sang with the Metropolitan Opera in New York before returning to the family
farm near Mapleton, North Dakota and meeting and marrying Mark II's mother, Lillian
Hoyler, a Kindergarten teacher from Escanaba, Michigan. As a young boy, Mark II lived in
the Sheriff's house, a large brownstone behind the Cass County Courthouse in Fargo.
Mark's life abruptly changed when his father was seriously injured during a high speed
chase of boot leggers and then died. Young Mark was twelve when he and his mother and
sister moved to the Siegel Apartments in Fargo. Fortunately although they had very little,
his mother always made her children feel secure.
In 1939 Mark was in 8th grade at Agassiz Junior High when he met his best friend, Mary
Willming. They married on June 29, 1949, and celebrated their 71st wedding anniversary
(81 years of friendship) less than three weeks before Mary's death on July 16, 2020.
Mark served in the United States Army 1944-1946 as a cadet at the United States Military
Academy, West Point, New York, until receiving a disability discharge in 1946. He then
returned to North Dakota and attended NDSU where he was proud to be a Sigma Chi and
graduated in 1949. He married his best friend and took over management of the family
farm, eventually purchasing the land and operating a cattle feed lot.
Mark served as a director of the Garrison Conservancy District 1955-1964 and was a

member and past president of the North Dakota Crop Improvement Association.
Mark's degree from NDSU was in agricultural science. Mary's degree from Smith College
was in political science. Soon politics became an interest. Mark was a Republican
National Committeeman 1958-1962. He was elected to the Eighty-Eighth United States
Congress by special election October 22, 1963 to fill the vacancy caused by the death of
Representative Hjalmar Nygaard; he was re-elected to eight succeeding congresses
serving North Dakota in the United States House of Representatives from October 22,
1963 until January 3, 1981. He was elected to the United States Senate in November
1980 with 70% of the vote and served North Dakota there from January 3, 1981 to
January 3, 1987.
Mark worked hard to serve his state in Congress and was remarkably adept at finding and
forming alliances to accomplish good and get problems solved. He frequently said, "You
know in those days people from both parties worked together and we got things done Quentin Burdick was a good Democrat and I was a good Republican but we were good
friends and we worked together for North Dakota. This not working together is
foolishness!"
Following his political career Mark and Jacqueline Balk-Tusa established a successful
consulting firm based in Washington, DC; he served as a director of Tenneco, Inc. and as
a director of Nodak Mutual Insurance.
Mark was blessed with a long and wonderful life. He was so large at 6'4" and full of stories
and love for his family, his farm and his state that it is hard to believe he can be gone. Our
sadness is tempered by our knowledge that he is once again with his best friend of eightyone years and at peace.
Those blessed to mourn Mark are his sister, Barbara Bertel; his children, Mark III (Sue),
Sarah (Doug Herman) and Karen; grand and great-grandchildren: Mark Andrews IV, Katie
and Aaron Locke and their children, Lucy and Staton; Matt and Poli Herman and their
children, Henry and Caroline; Sam and Mia Herman and son, Gage and Joe and Kristin
Herman.
Mark and his family were blessed by his excellent caregivers, especially Missy Williams,
Elaina McDonald and Allison Brocht.
Due to the Covid Pandemic, there will be a private family service which will be simulcastand/or available for later viewing by friends who may wish to join in the celebration of

Mark’s life. The link to the simulcast can be found at www.hansonrunsvold.com
In lieu of flowers, Mark asked that any memorials be given to Gethsemane Cathedral
Foundation or to a favorite charity of the donor’s choosing.

Comments

“

A webcast video has been added.

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - October 06, 2020 at 07:32 PM

“

My sympathy on the death of this wonderful man that represented us so well in Congress.
A North Dakota household icon.
Janet Marie Cron - October 06, 2020 at 08:46 PM

“

It was so sad to hear of Marc's passing.We were long time high school friends and worked
together on Academic Projects when he was in the Senate.I had the privilege of being one
of his ushers at his wedding to Mary.His working together in the Senate made our country
stronger and more caring.We need more people who can bring our nation together as Mark
was able to do.
My condolences to your wonderful family.
Warmly, Ray Goldberg
Ray Goldberg - October 07, 2020 at 10:11 AM

“

Dear Karen, our thoughts are with you and the extended Andrews Family. Your Dad will
remain not only in the memory of his loved ones but in the heart of the State and Nation he
served as a true patriot. May God bless his memory.
Alma & David Ben David
Alma & David Ben David - October 07, 2020 at 12:45 PM

“

Mark was my 6th grate Sunday School teacher at Gethsemane Cathedral in Forgo. We
called him "Boss", although I don't know why. He was a fine man and very well liked by the
class. I remember him coming in to one of the classes after having been gone for the prior
Sunday. We asked him where he had been, and he replied "Las Vegas". He then produced
a picture of him and Mrs. Andrews seated with Elvis Presley! Apparently, there were no
open tables and the King sat with Mark.
R. I. P Boss.
Donald Cameron
Donald Cameron - October 07, 2020 at 01:16 PM

“

I am just hearing this information, but wanted to express my deepest sympathies to
the Andrews Family on the loss of this wonderful man. I worked for him during his
last year in the Senate and for another four years at Andrews' Associates. I had the
utmost respect for his honesty and decency as a leader. Both Washington, DC and
North Dakota benefited immensely from his service. To Senator Andrews everyone
was an "old friend."

JOANNE BROWN - November 20, 2020 at 02:39 PM

“

We are thinking of you at this time and sorry to hear of Mark’s passing. Our
sympathy, Jerry and Dila Bierdeman

Dila Bierdeman - October 11, 2020 at 09:24 PM

“

To the Family of Mark Andrews. You have our deepest sympathy on the loss of your
father/grandfather/ great-grand father, brother.
When Mark Andrews was elected to fill the congressional seat of Hjalmar Nygaard
who died in the capital one day, he called Mr. N.'s office and hired the three
remaining members of his staff. I was one of those staff members. My fond
memories of him are when he would come into the office laughing in the morning
when he had the opportunity in DC traffic to blow the "MOOO" horn on his car. He
got such a kick out to the reactions. Also, it was pretty funny when he would call from
the barn when he was in North Dakota to the office in DC. We usually had to have
him call us back later from the house.
He also inherited my husbands records from the Naval Academy, from Senator
Brunsdale's office. He and Mary were at our wedding in Fargo and I did volunteer for
his campaigns whenever I happened to be in Fargo at the right time. He also got a
radio message to Lon's ship when our first son was born. He was always so kind to
us.He loved North Dakota and worked hard for all of us.
May the support of family and friends bring all of you comfort and may loving
memories heal your hearts.
With love and prayers,
Mary Jo Pettinger Cooke and Lon Cooke, Ann Arbor, Michigan

Mary Jo Pettinger Cooke - October 10, 2020 at 06:12 PM

“

The night Mark Andrews was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives my
sisters and I had been sitting on the living room floor, intently watching the election
returns on T.V. We had some skin in the game as Sarah, Mark, and little Karen were
our friends, as were the other 40 Baby Boomer kids who lived on 7th and 8th Street
between 17th and 18th Avenue. But also, our mom had been vocalist for an election
jingle recorded and aired on the radio during the campaign:
"Bada bada bop, bop,
Bada bada bop bop,
Mark Andrews!
Mark Andrews!"
Yes, I have forgotten all but the two most important words . . .
When the results were final and the joy began to flow, we quickly changed from
flannel pajamas and slippers back into warm clothes and shoes, and our family
walked across our backyard to Andrews' house where other neighbors and friends
were gathering in celebration of the momentous event.
Thrilling as it was, and as proud as we were, a harsh consequence of the victory
would soon play out. Sarah, my best friend, would be moving far, far away, and my
eleven-year-old heart ached with the knowledge of it. But there was also the
exhilaration of it all. A man I had observed quietly eating breakfast - eggs, toast, with
Mary topping off his coffee, an observation I had made many times while picking up
Sarah to walk together to Clara Barton Elementary School - was going to
Washington D.C. where he would honorably represent the people of the state of
North Dakota for the next 23 years. Well, gosh, if a man who was Sarah's dad who
lived right behind me, and ate the same breakfast I ate (minus the coffee) could be
off on such an important mission, life suddenly seemed to be brimming with
possibilities! Set my innocent hubris aside. Never mind I was completely unaware
that a considerable amount of the necessary personal and professional groundwork
had already been laid to make him ready for this opportunity. He had become a true
inspiration.
Sarah, today my head is filled with hundreds of memories of you and your family.
And my heart seems to have room for nothing but great sympathy for you and all
Mark's family as you continue to face this loss while preparing to honor the
exceptional life he chose to live. In 1963 I had the privilege to call Mark Andrews my
best friend's dad. I still do. And I still will. I have such gratitude for the childhood we
shared in a neighborhood filled to overflowing with friends, and a unique cornucopia
of loving, supportive adults who were there to show us the way.
- Patrice Lier

Patrice Lier - October 09, 2020 at 07:49 PM

“

The Brothers of Shiloh Masonic Lodge #1 wish to extend our deepest sympathies to
the family of Mark Andrews. The rolls of the workmen have been called and Brother
Mark answers not. Brother Mark was a member in good standing for over 70 years in
Shiloh Lodge. You are missed, my Brother. Brother Marks contributions to our Lodge
are many, helping ensure the success of the Lodge. Even more importantly, the
contributions to our country by his service to it will forever ensure the success of our
nation.
"Well done good and faithful servant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord"
Shiloh Lodge #1
Jeff Avelsgaard
WM Shiloh #1

jeff avelsgaard - October 09, 2020 at 03:55 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Mark Andrews II.

October 09, 2020 at 09:49 AM

“

Janice Harper purchased the Divine Peace Bouquet for the family of Mark Andrews
II.

Janice Harper - October 08, 2020 at 02:40 PM

“

My heart was full this morning when my mother let me know Senator Andrews had
died. What a life and legacy our ND Senator had! I want to share this memory of him
with his family.
My father was the editor of the Forum newspaper and had many acquaintances with
politicians that we children never new about. One Saturday afternoon our doorbell
rang. I opened the door to find a tall man in a plaid shirt and jeans was there with a
big smile on his face. Our German Shorthair dog promptly jumped on him and licked
his face. The Senator laughed and asked for my dad who happened to be in the
backyard mowing. I invited the man inside and had him sit down in the living room to
fetch my father.
Dad was wearing his typical lawn mowing uniform of an old T-shirt and jean shorts
that were cut off from the pants they used to be and so thin you could see the pattern
of his boxers underneath. (We died when he headed to the hardware store in this
get-up.) Dad was sweaty and dirty when I told him someone was waiting in the house
to see him. He asked who and I didn't know.
Dad came inside and saw the Senator, offered him an iced tea and they visited for a
while. After the Senator left, my dad found me and told me who was just there. I was
so embarrassed that I didn't know him and that I had let the dog jump on him!
Senator Andrews of course thought nothing of it and sat with the dog the entire time
at our house.
My dad always enjoyed and respected Mark Andrews. My deepest sympathies to the
Andrews family and friends. Take comfort in a life well lived and a legacy of true
service to others that Mark Andrews.
Lisa Dill Hanson

Lisa Hanson - October 08, 2020 at 11:55 AM

“

From far-off New Jersey, I valued Mark Andrews for his commitment as a
Congressman and Senator to the protection of human life. Rest in peace, Senator
Andrews. May God give you eternal life.

JOHN GRONDELSKI - October 08, 2020 at 10:50 AM

“

So very sorry about your loss

ricky berg - October 07, 2020 at 03:45 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Mark Andrews II.

October 07, 2020 at 03:06 PM

“

Shalom, Dear Friend.
Jacqueline

Jacqueline Balk-Tusa - October 07, 2020 at 12:23 PM

“

Dear Andrews family,
Your father’s obituary in today’s Fargo Forum is a great tribute to a great North
Dakotan. He was the only Republican I ever voted for during my years as a ND
resident. In my scrapbook there’s a photo of your dad and me standing with an
NDSU ROTC cadet when we visited him in his Capitol Hill office almost 40 years ago
while attending a Reserve Officers Association conference. Just before the
photographer snapped the picture, an aide said to your father, “Don’t forget to button
your suit coat”.
Fowler Charles Humphrey
Pocatello, Idaho

Fowler Charles Humphrey - October 07, 2020 at 11:09 AM

“

Torey and I send our deepest condolences to the Andrews family on Mark's passing.
North Dakota was well served for so many years by this man who epitomized the
meaning of public service. From my first memory of Mark, as our Congressman,
when I was a child, to my first visit to Washington, DC in my college years, I always
admired him. From interviewing him when I was a newspaper editor, to encountering
him at the Washington airport when my legislative service included frequent trips
there as chairman of the Council of State Governments, Mark was always
approachable, friendly, genuine, and engaged. In those later visits, he would share
old "war stories" about his many years of service and his perspective on current
events.
His tender care for Mary over the years demonstrated his character and served as an
example to all.
He was a distinguished Congressman and Senator but so down to earth that he'd
visit with every North Dakotan he encountered. With his familiar greeting, "Hello,
neighbor," he would take the time to talk with anyone. He epitomized the term "public
servant".
Senator, you'll be greatly missed. Thank you for your service and for your life
committed to our state and its people.
Rest in Peace.
-Rep. Kim and Torey Koppelman

Rep. Kim Koppelman - October 07, 2020 at 10:32 AM

“

Mark Andrews was a mentor of mine back in the early 1960’s. FARGO Republican
Women were putting on a vintage clothes style show to raise money for Mark’s
campaign. One garment was a maternity gown. I was asked to model it as I was
pregnant with baby number 3. Mark didn’t know I was pregnant and thought I was
just modeling it for the fund raising show. When I told him I was nine months
pregnant, he got pale and I thought he would faint! Wonderful memory. We had long
friendship. Sen Andrews leaves a great Legacy for ND. Donna Nalewaja

Donna Nalewaja - October 07, 2020 at 10:14 AM

“

Sarah, celebrating your dad's life and sending love to all of you as you celebrate a
life well lived. Your work has been a tribute to your dad and family. Shelly Carpenter
Erickson

Shelly Erickson - October 06, 2020 at 11:16 PM

“

Mark appointed me to West Point in 1972. Ran into him several times including a
football game while I was a cadet. He was always so down to earth and extremely
personable. As the long grey line would say “Grip hands his work here on earth is
done”. RIP

lee bulma - October 06, 2020 at 10:03 PM

“

Mark and Sue....My deepest sympathy to you on the death of Mark II....He was a true
gentleman, and one of North Dakota's great politicians. My early memories of him
were long ago when I was a Young Republican and he spoke at the first meeting I
attended. From then on, I was sold on Mark Andrews, and worked tirelessly in all his
campaigns.
I moved into Grace Pointe Bethany on 42nd last year, and saw him and Mary quite
frequently when they were still able to get around. Always a smile and friendly "hello"
You have been blessed to have these wonderful parents for so long....lots of
memories to cherish! May he R I P
Kathy Sornsin Boucher

Kathy Sornsin Boucher - October 06, 2020 at 09:27 PM

“

Mark and Mary farmed right next to our farm in Mapleton. They were wonderful
neighbors. After being in the senate our family visited him in Washington, D.C. He
was so kind and showed us all around the capital. My prayers are with the family. He
lived a wonderful, long life.

Georgene (Dale) Lantz - October 06, 2020 at 08:46 PM

“

We are so sad to hear about Mark’s passing. We send our sincere sympathy to your
entire family.
Mary and David Maring

Mary Maring - October 06, 2020 at 08:00 PM

“

Your family is in our prayers, so sorry to hear of Mark’s passing. Will miss seeing
Mark ( and Mary).
Lee Hofsommer and staff

Lee Hofsommer - October 06, 2020 at 07:15 PM

“

My sincerest condolences to Mark, Sarah, and the greater Andrews family on your
loss. You are all in my thoughts.

Jim Martens - October 06, 2020 at 06:43 PM

“

To the family my thoughts and prayers. Senator/ Congressman Andrews sent me a
personal note when enlisted in the Army. He also assisted with getting word to
brother in law stationed in ship in Gulf of Oman when my husband passed. Will
always remember.
RIP and Thank you for your service.

Barbara Danielson - October 06, 2020 at 06:40 PM

“

I have always been a huge fan of Mark! On several occasions, when as a smartalecky 20 something, I would argue some point at a gathering. He was always
gracious and listened, only once asking my father "what do you feed her?" He was a
wonderful man and great for the state of North Dakota. My most sincere sympathies
to his family, the world has suffered a tremendous loss.
Mary Tallman
Chicago

Mary C Tallman - October 06, 2020 at 05:39 PM

“

Mark Andrews represented North Dakota in the house and senate with intelligence
and grace. He was all hat and all cattle. Wonderful human being. I feel so privileged
to have met him. Deepest sympathy to the family. Lynn Block

Lynn Block - October 06, 2020 at 04:59 PM

“

24 files added to the album Memories Album

Alex Rydell - October 06, 2020 at 04:31 PM

