Marilyn Avis Jones
February 25, 1932 - April 29, 2020

Celebrating the life of Marilyn A. Jones
Marilyn was born in Fargo, ND to Paul and Clara Baker on February 25, 1932. She grew
up in Fargo and graduated from Central High School. After high school she attended
North Central Bible College (now North Central University) in Minneapolis. It was there
she met the love of her life, Jerral C. Jones. While in college they ministered together in
local churches in Minneapolis. Mom’s musical abilities were always a welcome addition,
often playing piano or accordion as part of their ministry.
After college Marilyn and Jerral embarked on full time ministry, pastoring churches in
Sleepy Eye, Glencoe then Pine City, Minnesota. While in ministry they welcomed three
boys into their family, Jerral (Jerry) Jr., Kendall and Loren.
In 1960 they relocated to Fargo to be closer to her parents. They purchased a home in
south Fargo not far from her childhood home. Together they continued their ministry
through active participation in their local church (First Assembly, now Northview) while
raising their children. You could usually find Marilyn at the piano, singing in the choir, or
performing a beautiful solo on any given Sunday, continuing to use her talents in service
to her Lord Jesus Christ.
For many years she made weekly visits to several area nursing homes to play and sing for
the residents. She was active in Child Evangelism Fellowship, Aglow International, and
sang in the interdenominational Primetime Choir for many years. But dearest to her heart
was her weekly time with her ladies prayer group with whom she met to share praise
reports, and then pray for every need any of them brought with them.
She shared her love for music with countless students over nearly a half century of music
teaching. She taught both piano and accordion lessons in her home. Her boys can attest
to the fact that their home was always filled with melodic (and some not-so-melodic)
strains while growing up there. Marilyn was an active member in the Fargo-Moorhead

Music Teachers Association, serving on their board and in many other capacities for more
than thirty years. She was instrumental in forming the Accordion Band under the auspices
of the local Sons of Norway, in which both she and Jerral played throughout the state of
North Dakota.
Marilyn had a wonderful sense of humor and an infectious laugh that was shared easily
and often, and many times with her Red Hat Ladies group (the BeHatitudes) on their
various adventures.
Marilyn met her Lord and Savior late on Thursday, April 29th. She was survived by her
loving husband, Jerral, who joined her five days later on May 4th.
She is survived by her three boys, Jerry Jones, Jr. (Jean), Kendall Jones, and Loren
Jones (Gail); their five grandchildren Kari Verhulst (Barney), Tami Soyring (Eric), Joshua
Jones, Tessie Schwanke (Tyler) and Ariston Jones (Sarah); four great grandchildren,
Savannah Erb (Stephen), Gabe Soyring, Isabella Verhulst, and Jace Verhulst; and two
great great grandchildren, Kingston Erb and Presley Erb.
A visitation for Jerral and Marilyn will be held from 4pm-6pm on Sunday, May 10, 2020 at
Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home, Fargo, ND.
The funeral service for Jerral and Marilyn will be streamed here at 11am, Monday, May 11,
2020.
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Comments

“

I was one of Marilyn's piano students for many years and have many fond memories
of her lessons. Most importantly, she helped grow and support my love of music! I
now have 3 children of my own who love music too. I only wish they could have met
and taken lessons from Marilyn too.

Rebecca Hoffner-Prillaman - May 22 at 06:57 PM

“

1 file added to the album Funeral Service

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - May 13 at 06:16 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Loren Jones - May 11 at 08:08 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Loren Jones - May 11 at 08:07 PM

“

I was always touched by Marilyn's true love of Jesus Christ. I will always remember
her strong faith in the Lord! A. Morris

Anne Morris - May 11 at 01:14 PM

“

Our thoughts and prayers are with you and your families! Our parents served the
Lord faithfully and left us with such amazing examples of how to do the same. I'm not
sure what time choir practice is in heaven, or even if practice is needed since heaven
is a perfect place. I am sure that our moms are singing praises there.
Patty (daughter of Howard and Lil Olson) and Wes Well, Lisbon, ND

Patty Well - May 11 at 12:24 PM

“

Eddie and Patty McIlvain

Eddie and Patty McIlvain - May 10 at 10:17 PM

“

Marilyn was a piano friend of mine at the Teachers meetings. She was very fun &
caring. She showed me the ropes & I always felt welcomed.
May your memories ease your sadness and bring you comfort.
Ginger Reile, formerly Moorhead. Port Charlotte Fl

Ginger Reile - May 10 at 08:37 AM

“

I have often heard it said that behind every great man there's a great woman and
certainly Marilyn fulfilled that role. As pastor of the Owingsville First Church of God
and as a former pastor to several in Jerral and Marilyn's family, I got to know Jerral
and Marilyn and develop an appreciation for them being the dedicated, loyal and
devoted people that they were. May the Lord bless the family of Jerral and Marilyn
Jones with comfort and peace as you remember the wonderful legacy that they have
left you. My thoughts and prayers and those of the Owingsville First Church of God
are uplifting all of those who are diminished because of their passing.

Rev. Lowell C. Rice - May 09 at 06:27 PM

“

My condolences to the family. I have many sweet memories of Mrs.. Jones from my
high school years.

Tanni Anthony - May 08 at 11:22 PM

“

Thoughts and Prayers for the Jones family

Gary, Cindy and Danica Axtman - May 07 at 09:37 PM

“

Thoughts and Prayers during this difficult time.

Larry and Dorothy Kraft - May 07 at 03:33 PM

“

Marilyn was my piano teacher many years ago, my family would like to extend our
thoughts and prayers during this difficult time.

Shawna Dosh - May 07 at 03:31 PM

“

Marilyn was not only my piano teacher, but also one of the few people who I feel was
a True Christian - who lived her beliefs, and helped to reshape my faith following two
hypocritical pastors at my church. I will always be grateful for the influence that
Marilyn and J.C. had on my life. J.C. was always so good to keep in touch with me,
until just recently he would call to "check in" and talk about old cars. I would often
stay well past my lesson time just chatting with him. I'm glad they're together, in His
loving arms.

Gavin T. - May 07 at 03:25 PM

“

I did Marilyn’s hair during my time at Josefs Hair School. Every Friday morning at 10
am, she never missed a beat! I loved hearing stories of her and her husbands life
and love. My thoughts and prayers are with her family at this time.

Caitie J - May 06 at 07:22 PM

“

Marilyn was my dear prayer partner for over 50 years. Many and many prayer
requests and joys were shared over the years, along with seeing many answers to
prayer. She taught me so much about the ministry of prayer and the power of praise
in Christ. She was generous to a fault and the friendship of both she and Jerral will
be greatly missed.
Blessed be their memories!
Clarice Michel

Clarice Michel - May 05 at 09:38 PM

“

Well done My good and faithful servant!! Marilyn was a wonderful lady and was
always in a good and loving mood. She accepted me the first time we met and never
missed a chance to say "Hello"! You will be missed dear lady, but go ahead now and
walk with Jesus!! Don't worry, you won't have to play piano or give lessons.

Rita Haman - May 05 at 07:42 PM

“

Marilyn and I spent many hours together playing our accordions. When we decided
to start the Kringen Accordion Band I had never even held one. Her patience
teaching me to play was so appreciated. I enjoyed going to Twin Tours for my weekly
lessons and good conversation with both her and Jerral. She will be missed!

Lynne Olson Rommesmo - May 05 at 05:04 PM

“

I too made weekly trips for 4 years of accordion lessons to their apartment and enjoyed
every minute of music making and laughing. We invited Marilyn and Jerral to our home for
“coffee” several times and enjoyed the stories and all the great “talks” and deep faith
discussions! They will be deeply missed!
Linda Gylland - May 06 at 05:45 PM

“

Marilyn was my piano teacher and surprisingly, my husband’s piano teacher (at
different times, before we met)! She was always so sweet and kind and she made
playing piano fun. Her love for Jesus always shined through. I ran into her at an
event 15 years later and she still remembered me.
- Kristen Larson

Kristen Larson - May 05 at 10:53 AM

“

I remember many wonderful times with Marilyn; such as her wonderful talents with
music.
She was always a comforting person to speak with through days in our choir, red
hats organization, Aglow and church activities.
She will be missed, but she is with her Lord and praising HIM for sure.
My sympathy goes to the family.
Lucille Johnson

Lucillle Johnson - May 04 at 02:58 PM

“

It was a blessing to be a friend and neighbor of Marilyn's! She was a joyful person
and very talented. She had a deep love for Jesus!

Debbie Larson - May 04 at 08:14 AM

“

6 files added to the album Memories Album

Loren Jones - May 03 at 01:24 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Loren Jones - May 02 at 01:56 PM

“

Beautiful video - a true testament to the impact Marilyn had on others and the blessing she
was to everyone she met. God Bless the life of a gracious lady - Marilyn Jones.
Char Feldman - May 04 at 01:07 PM

“

What a beautiful tribute to two lives beautifully lived. A heritage that will keep on through
generations to come.
Marianne Hagen - May 11 at 11:46 AM

“

I enjoyed my time with Marilyn at Villa Maria where I serve as a Chaplain. She was
always faith filled and would quote Bible verses. We would have great conversations
and prayer together. We shared a love of music and I brought a portable piano down
to her room one day and she played many songs by ear with me as I played violin. I
will miss her thankfulness too.

Tracy Alin - May 01 at 09:04 PM

“

Marilyn became my friend around 2014. She would always introduce me as “Carolyn
whose names rhymes with mine Marilyn”.
We certainly discovered that as musicians we harmonized. The foundation of our
chord was Christ and His love.
I shall see her again, as will all of those who love the Lord she adored.

Rev. Dr. Carolyn D. Baker - May 01 at 08:19 PM

“

Marilyn was a dear woman who had a gift of music that she lovingly shared with me
for years as my piano teacher. My condolences to you all as she will very loved and
will be missed.

Edna (Sweeney) Stenseth - May 01 at 03:55 PM

“

I am so sorry to hear of Marilyn's passing. I grew up just a few houses over from her
and Gerald. I remember one Halloween when I went trick-or-treating she was making
all the kids sing her a song before she would give us any candy.
She will be missed, she was a very kind lady.
Sheila Frovaro

Sheila Jo Frovarp - May 01 at 01:07 PM

“

I am sad to see that Marilyn has passed away. My condolences to the family. Marilyn
was one of the first people to welcome me to the Twin Towers when I moved in 16
years ago.

Cheryl Olson - May 01 at 11:30 AM

“

Dear Jones family , we wish to express our sympathies in the passing of your Mother
and Grandma. May our prayers give you comfort at this difficult time. Sincerely,
Stephen Hill, Jane DuBord-Hill

janeDuBord- Hill - April 30 at 11:20 PM

