Marguerite Siegel Kiest
December 19, 1928 - March 6, 2021

Marguerite Siegel Kiest, 92, of Fargo, ND, passed away on Saturday, March 6, 2021 at
Eventide Fargo.
Marguerite was born on December 19, 1928, the youngest of ten children born to John
and Pauline (Matz) Siegel. She grew up on a farm north of Mandan in Morton County,
near the Cross Ranch. She attended country grade school then high school in Mandan.
After high school graduation, she attended Dickinson State Teachers College where she
received her teaching certificate. She taught country school for several years then
attended Capitol Business College in Bismarck. Marguerite worked at Quain and Ramstad
Clinic in Bismarck before moving to Billings, MT. In 1958, she married Harry Kiest and
moved to Goodrich, North Dakota where they farmed and she worked in the local bank for
23 years.
In 1982, Marguerite moved to Fargo where she spent a lot of time with her daughter,
Roxane, and three grandchildren, Jon, Liz and Chris. She worked at First Bank and
Metropolitan Bank, retiring at age 65 but continued to work part-time at First Bank, then
Viking Bank in Moorhead until she was 76 years old.
Marguerite traveled extensively, visiting China, Japan, many countries in Europe, Mexico,
Ireland and more recently she was a frequent traveler to England where her
granddaughter Liz resides. She traveled regularly to North Carolina and Colorado to visit
grandchildren Jon and Chris and their families. Her biggest joy in life was her
grandchildren and great-grandchildren to whom she was fondly known as “Gigi.” She was
an avid reader and loved puzzles. She spent many happy summers at Pelican Lake at the
family cottage on Broadwater Beach where she enjoyed being outside, spending time with
family, picking up sticks, chatting and having happy hour with neighbors.
Marguerite moved from her condo to Crosshaven at Riverview Place in 2019, and in
January she moved to Eventide Nursing home. Her family would like to thank the staff at
Riverview Place, Eventide and Hospice of the Red River Valley for surrounding her with

loving care.
She is survived by daughter, Roxane Case (Donald Peterson), Fargo; grandchildren, Chris
Case (Brenda), Edwards, CO; John Case (Laura), Cary, NC; Elizabeth Walker (Andrew),
Peaslake, UK; six great-grandchildren, Cash, Jasper and Major Case, CO; Nate and Alex
Case, NC; and Audrey Walker, UK; brother, Theodore Siegel, Casper, WY; and many
nieces and nephews.
She was preceded in death by parents, John and Pauline Siegel; sisters, Olga Hillstrom,
Catherine Olander, Barbara Hermanson, Elizabeth McBain, Charlotte Stark, Pauline
Waddle, Monica Morgan; and brother, John Siegel.
In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation to Riverview Place, Hospice of the Red River
Valley or a charity of your choice.
A Celebration of Marguerite’s life will be held this summer.

Comments

“

In March my dear mother, grandmother, great grandmother Marguerite/Gigi passed
away. I know this is something that many of you have already had to deal with, and I
know that you understand our pain.
In addition to the heartbreak of the empty space she has left behind, we also had to
deal with the separation that the pandemic imposed upon us. I was blessed to be
able to see her outdoors last summer but when October came we were back to the
devastating isolation. Her grandchildren and great grandchildren stayed in touch by
phone and facetime, interactions she enjoyed but I know she missed the comfort of
in-person contact and so did we. It was a blessing that in her last few months at a
nursing home I was able to visit regularly and spent a great deal of time with her in
the weeks leading up to the end.
The struggle with this isolation and the contrast to recent years where we spent a
great deal of time together was heartbreaking. In the past I had spent a lot of time
with her each week, took her everywhere with me and six years ago when she could
no longer drive I became a part time caregiver. Over the years she was a regular
visitor to the homes of her grandchildren and spent many happy times with them at
the lake each summer. To be deprived of this because of the pandemic when we
knew that she was declining and her dementia was getting worse was a very heavy
burden.
But we can’t turn back the clock, so we want to concentrate on all the positive and
happy memories that we made together.
The pandemic kept us away from her, but thank goodness for our frequent walks and
time outdoors last summer, and for the wonderful caregivers and modern technology
which allowed us to talk several times a week and for the privilege of spending time
with her at the end, something not everyone losing a loved one was able to do during
these unusual times.
Though we’ll never see her again, we’re thankful for all the fun moments that we
spent together. The places we visited, the wonderful memories we made at the lake
with her grandchildren and great grandchildren, cooking, baking, sitting on the deck
enjoying a glass of wine together and for the beautiful photo memories of these
many special moments.
Yes, she has gone, but she lived a good, kind and happy life. She left us age 92, she
was never unwell until the end. We’re thankful for the good health she enjoyed, and
her feisty, strong and fun personality that everyone who knew her could not fail to
love. Thank goodness we had so many years close by after she moved to Fargo.
She saw her grandchildren grow up, participated in all their milestone moments and
enjoyed seeing great grandchildren growing up as well, always a big part of our
family life. She was loved and cherished by all of us. And as the youngest of ten
siblings she was a big part of their lives and loved by her sisters, brothers and many
nieces and nephews.
There is of course so much more to say, we will look forward to celebrating her life

and sharing fond memories with family and friends this summer when travel is
possible.
Her name, Marguerite, is the French word for daisy and it fit her perfectly.
Roxane Case - April 27 at 12:17 PM

“

Roxane has been one of my best friends for almost 50 years and I have known her
mother for as long. I have many fond memories of time spent with Marguerite. Not
only did she dearly love her family but she was equally as gracious to us, Roxane’s
friends. I remember spending time with her at all of her grandchildren’s weddings,
hosting her at our home in AZ, and having pleasant visits over a glass of wine at the
lake; all wonderful memories. Roxane and I recently visited that no matter our age,
losing our mothers leaves an irreplaceable hole in our heart and the bereft feeling of
being an orphan. The Case family will always hold a special place in my heart.
Please know I am mourning with and holding up all of you in my prayers. Fondly,
Linda Butts

Linda Butts - March 09 at 09:18 PM

“

In looking back through photos, I realize that for all the times we took Gigi to the
beach in North Carolina, she never once complained or said she'd rather be doing
something else. I honestly don't know if she liked being at the beach, but she liked
that it meant spending time with her grandson and great-grandsons. I hope I can
keep that lesson with me, to enjoy the moment and new experiences at any age.

Jon Case - March 09 at 05:06 PM

“

6 files added to the tribute wall

Jon Case - March 09 at 04:56 PM

“

When I think of GiGi, it’s usually with a fond memory of a wonderful time and place.
My lovely mother-in-law Roxane, was such a devoted daughter...she brought GiGi
everywhere! There were soo many fun family trips and visits to count. And the boys,
Chris and I will be forever grateful that most of them included GiGi! Selfishly I loved
knowing that I always had someone in GiGi who would be happy to sit, have a glass
of wine, and share a story about her childhood and her large, loving family. These
pictures are from one of those last times, celebrating GiGi’s 90th, and her long, welllived life!

Brenda Case - March 09 at 03:39 PM

“

Roxanne and family, I always think of visiting your folks every time I drive by the old
house/ property sitting on Hwy 200. My condolences to your entire family.

Renee Berreth - March 08 at 07:17 PM

“

It feels appropriate to be posting these photos and talking about my grandmother on
International Women's Day. She was an inspiration, a strong and amazing woman
who stayed so young at heart for her whole life. I will miss so many things about her
and hope she is in a better place, drinking rhubarb wine with her dad and surrounded
by her mother, brothers and sisters.

Liz Walker - March 08 at 03:09 PM

“

Oh Liz, thinking about your entire family and your Mom. Our family gets smaller. Love and
prayers to all of you. Dara (Hillstrom) Vanden Bosch
Dara - March 08 at 03:42 PM

“

8 files added to the album Tribute Wall

Liz Walker - March 08 at 03:05 PM

“

6 files added to the album Tribute Wall

Liz Walker - March 08 at 03:04 PM

“

1 file added to the album Gigi

Liz Walker - March 08 at 03:03 PM

“

3 files added to the album Gigi

Liz Walker - March 08 at 03:02 PM

“

14 files added to the album Memories Album

Liz Walker - March 08 at 03:01 PM

