Louis William Civilla
February 1, 1926 - February 20, 2021

Louis (Louie) William Civilla,95, of Fargo, North Dakota, passed away peacefully on
February 20, 2021. Louie was born February 1, 1926, to Joseph and Maddalena Civilla in
Fargo, ND, and attended schools in Fargo. Louie enlisted in the United States Navy in
1943 during WWII and was reassigned to the United States Marine Corps as a Fleet
Marine. He was honorably discharged in 1946 after serving much of his military time in the
Pacific Theater. After being discharged, Louie married and had two wonderful children,
Stephen Louis and Linda Janelle Civilla. Louie dedicated his career to the railroad industry
and was employed by the Northern Pacific and Burlington Northern Railroads. He later
married Keziah (Kay) W. Wyatt on September 23, 1983, until August 20, 2010, when she
peacefully passed away.
He was preceded in death by his wife, Kay, his parents, brothers Joseph, James, John,
and Anthony, sister Theresa, and his stepson Wade Wyatt. He is survived by son Stephen
(Debora) Civilla and daughter Linda (Lee) Massey; grandchildren Angela (Jason) Caron,
Jeffrey (Heather) Hertel, Jason Hertel, Derik (Laura) Civilla, Brian (Sherry) Civilla, Louisa
(Frank) Craven; two step-grandchildren, Travis (Anne) Wyatt and Carrie (Seth) Karkela;
and numerous great children, nephews, and nieces.
Louie was known as an unbelievably kind, gentle, and loving man to all and especially
compassionate toward those in need. A true fan of sports and, in particular, a great
follower of baseball. Louie could frequently be found wearing his baseball cap around
town or faithfully watching his favorite team on television, the New York Yankees. He also
loved watching his NDSU Bison and tracked their success for decades. He was also
known to dominate the crossword puzzle world with perfect completions on nearly all that
Louie challenged. Louie touched many more lives than he ever knew, and his gentleness
will be greatly missed but not forgotten.
A Celebration of Life of Louie will be announced later on in the year.

Comments

“

Although we didn't see him much after we moved to Seattle, I have very vivid
memories as a young boy of going to his house, getting a big wet smooch from
Grandma Civilla, and Uncle Louie sitting in his chair in the front room. He and my
dad would interpret for me what Grandma Civilla was saying since I only understood
about every other word she said in her Italian accent, and of course there was
always laughter.
When I went back for Grandma's funeral, I had a nice quiet one on one talk with him.
In a house full of Italians, you don't get quiet talks often and I remember it well.
He was always smiling....Kevin is right....a true gentleman!
A very kind person.
Our condolences to his family.
Jim and Retha Civilla

Jim Civilla - February 22, 2021 at 04:19 PM

“

Louis is a Legacy that is not found in today's world. He was kind and caring and a
Joy to be around with his sharp mind. I will Miss him, Always, as a Great Person and
Friend.
Sincerely, Jan W

Jan T Ward - February 22, 2021 at 10:47 AM

“

I have so many memories, but one that stands out is when he and grandma Kay
were in charge of me for a few days (as mom and dad went on vacation). Grandpa
Louie took me to to my baseball games those few days and I was awarded with
going to Ponderosa buffet after each of them. After finishing my steak entree and the
endless buffet sides that come with it, grandpa asked me if I was still hungry. As a
10-11 year old, I was never full. I got to go back in line and get my second steak
entree and it was glorious! It’s a great example how of how generous he was and his
willingness to take care of those close to him.
We will miss you grandpa and thank for you everything you did for us!

Jeff Hertel - February 20, 2021 at 08:34 PM

“

Uncle Louie is the father I never had. He was a great role model, a true gentleman,
and his kindness are beyond words. Long Live the King...you will not be forgotten.

Kevin Nagle - February 20, 2021 at 07:25 PM

