Liza Marie Carlson
June 13, 1964 - April 10, 2021

Liza's Funeral Service will be seen here at 1pm, Friday, April 23:
https://vimeo.com/537785511
Liza's Tribute Video can be seen and copies ordered here:
https://www.tributeslides.com/tributes/show/4SPG9W7YRK7Q874N
Heaven gained a new angel on April 10, 2021, when Liza Marie Carlson passed away
after a brief illness.
Liza was born on June 13, 1964, and lovingly welcomed into the John and Luella Carlson
family in Fargo, North Dakota. She grew up in Fargo and attended Lewis & Clark
Elementary, Agassiz Junior High, and Fargo South High School. Liza attended Moorhead
State University and Bemidji State University, where she graduated with a degree in
criminal justice, allowing her to fulfill her dream of a career in law enforcement. She
started that career in the Moorhead, Minnesota Police Department, then accepted a
position in the Anchorage Police Department in 1997. But she missed the lakes of
Minnesota, so later in 1997, she found a home in the Rochester Police Department where
she worked until she retired in 2014. Her law enforcement expertise allowed her to work
extra duty in security details for crown princes, kings and other dignitaries who visited the
Mayo Clinic, and made her a well-qualified substitute teacher for schools in the Chatfield,
Minnesota area where she lived!
Liza loved to fish, pontoon, and ride her wave runner, so she found a rustic home at the
end of a long, tree-lined drive on Ham Lake in north-western Minnesota to enjoy these
pursuits. Her retirement retreat kept her busy with projects like upgrading a bunkhouse,
building a large "she-shed", adding a lake-side deck to her home, and more. Liza's place
on Ham Lake was perfect for gatherings of friends and family around the many campfires
and for four-wheeling through the woods in search of the perfect burger and a cold adult
beverage. Liza loved camping in the Minnesota state parks with the Buffalo Gang plus
One Happy Campers and her fur-babies, Gracie, Lager, and Nugget. She would bring

batches of her famous pickled fish to share, along with coordinates for geocaching
treasure hunts. She dabbled in brewing beer, making wine, and building fishing rods. She
loved to fish, whether for halibut in Alaska or for lunker walleye in the Oahe Reservoir in
South Dakota. Liza was an avid fan of the Minnesota Lynx and the Vikings, and the NDSU
Bison football team. She loved life and was a wonderful friend, sister, daughter, and aunt!
She was just the kindest, sweetest person ever. To know Liza enriched our lives. When we
were together, we did not want to say goodbye - neither did she! We all miss Liza dearly.
She is gone much too soon.
Liza will be met in heaven by her mother, Luella Eugenia Carlson; infant brother, Timothy;
sister-in-law, Jamie Carlson; and grandparents. She is survived by her father, John Marvin
Carlson; two brothers, Steve (Jane) Carlson and Brad Carlson; sister, Nancy (Doug)
Ritchey; three nieces, Alexis Carlson, Mandi Jo Moore, Willow Ritchey; and nephew,
Hunter Carlson.
In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation to the House of Shields, PO Box 911,
Rochester, MN 55903. This charitable organization helps police families by giving them a
place to stay free of charge while loved ones are being treated at the Mayo Clinic. Liza
helped with this organization when she worked in Rochester.
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Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - April 22, 2021 at 03:35 PM

“

A webcast video has been added.

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - April 16, 2021 at 12:03 PM

“

We were friends going back to 3rd grade and L&C elementary. She was always a
truly decent person. RIP.

MJ - May 25, 2021 at 03:27 PM

“

Sweet Liza REST IN PEACE, Our SYMPATHIES TO YOUR FAMILY may
BEAUTIFUL MEMORIES OF YOU GIVE THEM PEACE. GOD BLESS

Luann Bartko - April 23, 2021 at 02:54 PM

“

Luann Bartko lit a candle in memory of Liza Marie Carlson

Luann Bartko - April 23, 2021 at 02:50 PM

“

So sorry to hear of Liza's passing. I met Liza at Moorhead State. We were on the
summer paint crew together. In addition to working together every day, we managed
to spent a few weekends together at the Nordgaard cabin as well. Those were
always good and entertaining times!
When I was diagnosed with cancer and had to make a few trips to Rochester, she
would stop by and visit. She would take my husband with her in the police car and
show him the ropes of what is involved in the life and times of a police officer. He
really enjoyed the distraction.
I last saw Liza at a Timberwolves game two years ago. She was smiling and content
as was always her demeanor. She will be missed.

Brenda Dahlgren - April 23, 2021 at 09:54 AM

“

Liza's SD Walleye Fishing Buddies
We've been blessed to share so many fun memories with Liza over the years.
Imagine canoeing in a stream by Liza's Rochester home and maneuvering around
cows in the water, and having an eagle take flight from a fallen tree so close to us we
could feel the wind from his wings. Imagine 4 "older" women in a boat on the
Missouri River in SD, outfishing all of the men in neighboring boats (sorry guys but
it's true!). Officer Carlson was amazing in times of crisis and our fishing trips always
gave her opportunities. We had a hot oil fire in my trailer, and Officer Carlson
immediately took charge and smothered it with a carpet remnant. Disaster averted.
Her and I jumped in the water and swam the boat back to shore when our motor
failed. Most recently my prop on the big motor sheared off and we had to troll back to
the dock, of course catching our limit of 12 nice walleyes on the way back! And you
can all picture every one of these events with Liza's big smile and laugh. Liza was
my good luck charm, so easy going and calm, no matter the situation. So many fun
times, great beer, great coffee, great meals, great holidays together, dating all the
way back to paint crew at Moorhead State, and Tina Turner concerts! We miss you
and love you, Liz. I have been told (by an excellent source) that the fish catch you in
heaven!! We will all fish again together when we meet you there!

Lora, Sue, and Marilyn - April 21, 2021 at 05:30 PM

“

I first met Liza at Moorhead State University because we were both on the MSU
summer paint crew. On Fridays Liza would taxi the whole crew in her big, older car
(with the expensive stereo speakers blaring) over to Mick's Office for lunch! We
connected right away because of our shared, intense interest of nature and wildlife.
Liza and I spent many hours together in a canoe navigating various lakes &
rivers...and hiking trails in the Paul Bunyan State Forest area because we had/have
a family cabin near there. I remember one time we pulled over on a stream because
Liza had to pee. She walked into the woods as I waited in the canoe...a few
moments later she came running out yelling, "steaming bear scat, steaming bear
scat!" That was the fastest I ever saw Liza move - and the next time we went
paddling she brought her pistol! ; ) Like a lot of her friends - I think I will miss her
kindness, her easy laugh and her 'fun spirit for life' the most. My heart goes out to her
dear family, friends and her dog. God Bless all, Betsy Nordgaard

Betsy Nordgaard - April 21, 2021 at 02:27 PM

“

Liza was such a warm person who just had a way of interacting with all kinds of
people and could make them feel calmer even in situations that were definitely not. I
met her in 1989 as a new MPD officer. I enjoyed her personality and her dry sense of
humor when we worked together in a job that required it most of the time. Even years
later when she lived in Rochester, it was still there when we got together and shared
some good laughs. I'm grateful to have known Liza. My condolences to her family.

Mike Trygg - April 20, 2021 at 10:18 AM

“

To all of her family, so sorry for this sudden lose. We met Liza when she 1st moved to Ham
lake. All of us year round people are always happy when we get a new neighbors. Liza was
a great addition to our neighborhood, we had Christmas cookie exchange, camp fires,
Halloween hayrides and Manny more activities she participated in. We will miss her dearly.
Again sorry for this loss. Karen and Roger Allen
Karen Allen - April 21, 2021 at 03:27 PM

“

Liza was always up for an adventure. It could be outdoors in a canoe or indoors with
food, always an adventure and a friendly and humorous time. I was blessed with
spending some time with this very generous and kind person.
Prayers to your family and hugs to all on your peaceful journey.

Faith - April 18, 2021 at 10:29 AM

“

Harris And Juneann Wallaker lit a candle in memory of Liza Marie Carlson

Harris and Juneann Wallaker - April 17, 2021 at 05:17 PM

“

Carole & Bubby Christle lit a candle in memory of Liza Marie Carlson

Carole & Bubby Christle - April 17, 2021 at 03:08 PM

“
“

God Bless the Memory of Liza Carlson. You will be greatly missed dear friend.
Carole Christle - April 17, 2021 at 10:56 PM

We have known Liza from the time she served in the police department in Rochester. She
was a delight to be with. We knew her as a good friend of our daughter from their time in
college. Her adventurous spirit, her love of the outdoors, her kindness towards others, and
her loyalty to her friends were some of her strengths. We also looked forward to playing
with her dogs, that were dear to her heart. She will truly be missed , but not forgotten. RIP
dear friend, and may God bless your soul.
Juneann Wallaker - April 21, 2021 at 10:38 AM

“

9 files added to the album Memories Album

Jill Kluck - April 17, 2021 at 02:18 PM

“

Liza served at the Anchorage Police Department with my husband. They were in the
same police academy together. Liza would call us when she came back to
Anchorage and we would get together with her and a few of her other friends from
APD. Liza would send us a Christmas card each year since leaving Anchorage. WE
were so happy when she found her house up north in Minnesota. So very sorry to
hear of her passing. Prayers for your family.

Debbie of Anchorage Alaska - April 17, 2021 at 02:42 AM

“

Judy Malone lit a candle in memory of Liza Marie Carlson

Judy Malone - April 16, 2021 at 09:09 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Liza Marie Carlson.

April 16, 2021 at 03:43 PM

“

My thoughts and prayers to Liza's Family. I will remember Liza for being friendly with
a quiet presence. I appreciated her friendship and enjoyed attending NDSU
Women's BB games with her. May you Rest in Peace.

Janel Roggenbuck - April 15, 2021 at 04:21 PM

“

Deepest sympathy to Liza’s family. I worked with Liza at the Clay County Jail and we
transitioned to the Moorhead Police Department together. She was a great partner at
both places. We made a good team together. Such a shock to hear of her passing.
Rest In Peace Liza. You will be missed

Steve Kadrie - April 14, 2021 at 11:39 PM

“

I met Liza in the early 90's playing softball. She became a friend and I have many
fond memories of adventures together. She will be missed.

Evonne Vaplon - April 14, 2021 at 05:11 PM

“

When I first started with the Moorhead Police Department Liza was already an officer
that was always so welcoming and supportive. She was always professional and
provided excellent service to the citizens of Moorhead from 1989-1995. She made
many life long friends and will be greatly missed. We are grateful for her service.

Tory Jacobson - April 14, 2021 at 09:59 AM

“

I served with her at Moorhead PD working the north side as her partner for a while.
She was quiet, polite, and professional. Too young to be gone. God bless you.

Shannon Monroe - April 13, 2021 at 09:11 PM

“

Barbara Johnson ,,sending HEARTFELT SYMPATHIES, LIZA WILL BE MISSED

LuAnn &Bruce Bartko - April 13, 2021 at 05:18 PM

“

Liza will be remembered as a very professional and respected Police Officer. I recall
her as always ready to assist anyone who needed it and was someone who you
could count on. Her exuberance for the outdoors was amazing and I envied her once
she retired and was able to enjoy her passion. She will be missed

Louis Bode - April 13, 2021 at 01:40 PM

“

Patti lit a candle in memory of Liza Marie Carlson

patti - April 13, 2021 at 11:54 AM

“

Liza was always up for a great adventure trying new out of the way restaurants. Was
always so much fun finding these with her and trying new and different things

patti - April 13, 2021 at 11:53 AM

“

LuAnn &Bruce Bartko lit a candle in memory of Liza Marie Carlson

LuAnn &Bruce Bartko - April 12, 2021 at 07:22 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Liza Marie Carlson.

April 12, 2021 at 07:19 PM

