Rev. Leslie Wassberg
July 3, 1919 - June 18, 2021

Rev. Leslie Wassberg's funeral service may be viewed here https://youtu.be/Y6n02wS-_K
E
Rev. Leslie Wassberg, 101, of Moorhead, MN, died on Friday, June 18, 2021 at Ecumen
Evergreens of Moorhead.
Rev. Leslie Wassberg was born July 3, 1919, to Fredrik and Frieda Wassberg, Swedish
immigrant parents in Moline Il. He was proud of his Swedish heritage , taking part in
Swedish cultural events and often singing hymns and doing church services in Swedish
when asked. His father died when Les was just 18 leaving him as the source of support for
his mother with his older brother John. John joined the army in 1942 and Les joined the
Army Air Force in 1945 and was stationed stateside at the end of World War II.
Les used the GI bill to attend Augustana College and seminary in Rock Island, IL. While
attending seminary he was introduced to the love of his life, Eunice C. Bagley. Les & Eun
were married on March 28, 1953, and he was ordained a Lutheran minister on June 14,
1953. His first parish was at Zion Lutheran in Lake Bronson, MN. He was called to
Warren, MN in 1956 and served as pastor at First Lutheran and Vega Lutheran. He was
called to Messiah Lutheran in Fargo, ND and served 1970-1977. After further education,
Les became the first full time chaplain at Dakota Hospital in Fargo. He worked there until
his retirement at age 70.
During his retirement, Les & Eun were active members at Elim Lutheran Church. Les held
leadership positions with various organizations including the Swedish Cultural Heritage
Society, CROP Walk for the Hungry, and his church. He loved to golf, fish, and spend time
at their lake place at Leaf Lake in Minnesota. Les & Eun loved to travel and made
numerous trips to Scandinavia and Hawaii.
Les is survived by daughters, Linda (Dwight) Ness, Karen (Jack) Lind; son, Steve
(Brenda) Wassberg; son in-law, Doug Gilliss; nine grandchildren, Andrew (Carolyn) Ness,

Matthew (Careen Jewel) Ness, Richard (Melissa) Ness, Sarah (Chad) Johnson, Rachel
(Sam) Frisell, Ben Lind, Alexandra (Matthew) Lund, Shane (Laura) Gilliss, Seth (Shania)
Gilliss; eight great-grandchildren; and many in-laws, nieces and nephews.
Les was preceded in death by his beloved Eun; daughter, Kristin; parents, Fred and
Frieda; brother, John; in-laws & nephews.
Masks will be required at the service.
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Comments

“

Allow me to - somewhat late - offer my condolences.
Leslie and my mother were cousins.
Although we lived in different parts of the world, I had the pleasure of enjoying the
company of Eunice and Leslie on several occations. While I was still studying in the
late 1970s, I visited them in their home in Fargo and in the following years, Eun and
Les visited my family and me in Scandinavia on several occasions - their last visit in
Copenhagen was in the mid 1990s.
I would love to resume contact with Karen - I can be reached at nils@hendriksen.dk
Nils Hendriksen, Copenhagen

Nils Hendriksen - May 02 at 02:06 AM

“

Condolences to the Wassberg family. Pastor Wassberg was our pastor in Warren,
MN at First Lutheran Church and beloved by his congregation. One time when I was
probably in elementary school, he instructed a group of us on hymns, how to
determine the tune name, who wrote it, hymn meter and so on. At the time it all
seemed so complex but to this day, I think of Pastor Wassberg and know there is
more to the hymn than just singing the melody. I still think of him as my pastor after
all these years, starting with the 4th grade Bible presentation.
God Bless him! Denise Johnson Pesola

Denise Pesola - September 13, 2021 at 01:11 PM

“

Pastor, neighbor, and friend. Les and Eunice were compassionate, kind and
thoughtful people. Bridge Street in Warren was enriched by their presence and First
Lutheran was blessed by their ministry.

Corrine Slaughter - September 05, 2021 at 09:28 PM

“

I'm sorry that I'm unable to attend the service; it is the first day of the annual Synod
Leadership Conference at Fair Hills Resort, and I have some leadership
responsibilities at that Detroit Lakes event.
I'm from Stephen, MN, and knew Les as the pastor in Warren. It was Eunice that
'recruited' me to the Ministry when she told my parents within my hearing after a
church meeting: "We hope Peter will go to seminary." Well, I did and am now doing
Interim Ministry after retiring from a full-time pastoral career of over 40 years.
I have such love, respect, and admiration for Les and Eunice....what models of
Christian life and ministry they have been for me! God bless their memory.

Peter Schmidt - September 02, 2021 at 08:44 PM

“

Rev. Wassberg was my pastor in Warren, MN and Steve was a good friend of mine
back in the day. God bless Pastor Wassberg. Jim Stinar

Jim Stinar - September 01, 2021 at 07:28 PM

“

I've always considered Rev. Leslie as MY pastor, growing up on the north end of
Fargo.
He was a gem of a human being. My sincerest sympathies to the Wassberg family-all of whom have been friends for decades.

Louis Hoglund - July 01, 2021 at 01:40 PM

