LaVerne Ardelle Schmitt
July 15, 1928 - June 9, 2019

LaVerne Ardelle Schmitt, 90, of West Fargo, ND, was welcomed into the kingdom of
Heaven on Sunday, June 9, 2019.
LaVerne was born July 15, 1928, to Harold and Lena (Wold) Bolme in rural Gully,
Minnesota. After graduating from Fosston High School in 1945, she attended Concordia
College in Moorhead, MN – graduating in June of 1949 with a major in English and minors
in German and French.
She married Otto W. Schmitt on August 28, 1949, and they moved to Dubuque, IA, where
he entered Wartburg Theological Seminary. Always his partner in ministry, together they
served parishes in Richardton, Gackle, Max, and Cando, ND; rural Northwood (Silver
Lake) in Iowa, and Walcott, Colfax, and Fargo, ND. LaVerne taught high school English in
Max and high school German and English in Cando. Sharing her gift of music, she served
as organist in Cando Lutheran, Silver Lake Lutheran, and Our Savior’s Lutheran in Colfax.
Many children learned to play the piano under her tutelage, including several of her own.
LaVerne loved playing the piano, gardening, crossword and jigsaw puzzles, many types of
needlework, reading, and playing cards. Through the years, she was active in WELCA,
BSF, women’s Bible study groups, and church quilting and bake sales. Above all, she lived
her faith.
She is survived by her husband, Otto; eight children: Terri (Roger) Olson, Timothy (Sherry)
Schmitt, Thomas (Linda) Schmitt, Rebecca (Kevin) Leidal, Miriam (Scott) Hildre, Heidi
(Jeffrey) Vansteenburg, Sonja (Kent) Casperson, and Margaret (Jon) Young; 24
grandchildren and many great-grandchildren with two more on the way. She is also
survived by sisters, Beverly (Harold) Bale and Sharon (Entrip) Syverson; and sisters-inlaw, Ida Schmitt, Beverly Ann (DeWayne) Bolme, and Marge (Donald) Bolme.
LaVerne was preceded in death by her parents, sister Kathleen, and brothers DeWayne
and Donald Bolme.

“Well done, good and faithful servant!”

Events
JUN
12

Visitation

05:00PM - 07:00PM

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home
215 7th Street South, Fargo, ND, US, 58103

JUN
12

Prayer Service

07:00PM

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home
215 7th Street South, Fargo, ND, US, 58103

JUN
13

Visitation

01:00PM - 02:00PM

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
613 16th Street South, Fargo, ND, US

JUN
13

Funeral Service

02:00PM

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
613 16th Street South, Fargo, ND, US

Comments

“

Prayers to the family of my beloved Frau Schmitt...she inspired me to continue in
German and gave me so much background to be successful in my college
coursework and in my 35 year career as a high school teacher. Her legacy lives on!
Mariann Olson Thompson

Mariann Thompson - June 17 at 12:31 PM

“

What I will remember the most about Pastor Schmitt and LaVerne was that they were
dedicated servants of our Lord and that they lived their lives through Him always. I
first met our church Pastor and his wife LaVerne then at the Colfax, ND Our Saviors
Lutheran Church. I drove the local school bus and delivered one of their daughters
home from school and picked her up each morning for a few years. Pastor Schmitt
was there when our 11 year old son, Donovan passed away. It was he that oversaw
his funeral for us with LaVerne always by his side. And then came the years that they
moved to Fargo and purchased the house at the end of the block that I grew up on
and my parents still lived at. Seeing them frequently out for walks or gardening. I was
a professional wedding photographer and ran into LaVerne and Pastor Schmitt at so
many of my weddings, always LaVerne by her husbands side, always pleasant
smiles and greetings for me. True servants of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Rest
In Peace now LaVerne, for I know that those gates of His Kingdom are opening wide
to receive this angel of Christ’s home. Greetings to Pastor Schmitt and LaVerne’s
beautiful family as you say goodbyes to your mother, wife, grandma and beautiful
servant of our Lord. R.I.P. LaVerne, the Lord has you now, and Pastor Schmitt what a
beautiful life you shared together! May God hold and comfort you now as you pass
the hands of your labor and love over to Him. In Jesus Name We Pray. Just listen
now LaVerne, as the Heavens above rejoice and play their beautiful music for you
this time
Mark and Rebecca Anderson, Brighton, Colorado

Beyond Brighton - June 14 at 01:37 PM

“

Mrs Schmidt was my favorite English teacher.

Carolyn Kostenko Nett - June 12 at 10:05 PM

“

While Mrs. Schmitt was a Lutheran pastor's wife, my dad was an Adventist pastor in
Max. My sister, Jeanie was best friends with Terri Schmitt and was so sad when they
moved. We lived in that huge old "Roger's" house, and once had Elder and Mrs
Schmitt and family over for a dinner. My parents were excited how much they had in
common with Schmitt's.

Mary Kay and Jeanie Haas - June 12 at 05:33 PM

“

82 files added to the album LifeTributes

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - June 12 at 05:10 PM

“

Basket of Memories was purchased for the family of LaVerne Ardelle Schmitt.

June 12 at 01:02 PM

“

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the family of LaVerne Ardelle Schmitt.

June 12 at 11:37 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of LaVerne Ardelle Schmitt.

June 12 at 09:15 AM

“

Our sincere sympathy to you Otto and your family. Our family will always hold fond
memories of La Verne in our hearts and also of you Otto. We weathered some
storms together and we thank you for being there with us. God bless you and your
family in this time of loss. Gary and Linda Hudson, Mesa AZ

Gary Hudson - June 11 at 08:49 PM

“

Northern Plains Surgery Center purchased the Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum for the
family of LaVerne Ardelle Schmitt.

Northern Plains Surgery Center - June 11 at 10:34 AM

“

I just wanted to say that as I have aged, there are many things that I find myself
doing that our parents did which both delights and surprises me! I remember your
Mom in the mornings, how she introduced me to Cinnamon Toast which is my oldest
sons favorite thing! She and your Dad thought I drank too much milk and called me
the Calf!
I have also started wearing "Housecoats" like your Mom, mine don't zip all the way
up but I'm thinking about getting one as they really are so practical <3 We certainly
do become our parents in many ways and in our case that is the greatest blessing.
Thank you for always being a constant source of guidance in all of our lives.
Much love to you Otto and your family, our family <3 Jackie Bevre

Jackie Bevre - June 11 at 10:18 AM

“

LaVerne was a beautiful lady as portrayed in the write-up of her life. Spence and I
enjoyed many gatherings at Miriam's and Scott's for holidays and family events
where LaVerne and Otto attended. LaVerne made fabulous homemade buns (wish
we had to-go boxs) . Our thoughts and prayers are with her family.
Mary and
Spence

Mary Hildre - June 10 at 09:09 PM

“

Sleep Number Irmo Plant purchased the Peaceful White Lilies Basket for the family
of LaVerne Ardelle Schmitt.

Sleep Number Irmo Plant - June 10 at 11:27 AM

