Larry Earl Wild
March 15, 1941 - August 8, 2019

Larry E. Wild, 78, died peacefully on August 8, 2019 at his residence in Fargo under the
care of hospice with his family by his side.
Larry was born March 15, 1941, in Bemidji, Minnesota, the oldest of twin boys (Lonny) to
Earl and Helen (Spangler) Wild. He grew up in Bemidji and graduated in 1963 from
Bemidji State College. He moved to Fargo and began teaching at Woodrow Wilson
Elementary where he met Carol Nelson, of Kathryn, ND. They married on June 19, 1971.
They were life-long companions and enjoyed many adventures together.
After earning his Master of Science in Education from BSC, he turned his focus to starting
a family with Carol. Together they raised three children; Michael, Jennifer, and Sarah.
Larry loved spending his summers camping and traveling the United States with his family.
For 38 years Larry taught elementary school for the Fargo Public School System and
retired in 2001. In retirement, Larry worked a few part-time jobs and drank coffee full-time
with his friends. After Carol retired, they continued their adventures together traveling the
world, volunteering with many organizations, especially at Olivet Lutheran Church, and
spending time with their much-loved grandchildren.
Larry was a loving husband, caring father, and thoughtful teacher. His warm,
approachable demeanor attracted both people and animals alike. Larry always had time
for others and made sure they knew they were important without saying it. He left a legacy
of a life well-lived.
Larry is survived by his wife of 48 years, Carol; his son Michael Wild of Fargo, ND; two
daughters, Jennifer (Aaron) Wild of St. Paul, MN, and Sarah (Jonathan) Stout of Holly
Springs, NC; 8 grandchildren, Aberlee, Ana and Ava Wild, Harper and Isla Ferguson,
Owen, Cooper and Harrison Stout; his twin brother Lonny (Carol) Wild of St. Cloud, MN;
and two sisters, Susan (Jim) Sylvester of Little Falls, MN and Connie (Russ) Hanson of
Arlington, TX; along with several cousins, nieces and nephews.

He is preceded in death by his parents and many aunts and uncles.

Previous Events
Visitation
AUG 16. 1:00 PM - 2:00 PM (CT)
Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home
215 7th Street South
Fargo, ND 58103
info@hansonrunsvold.com
https://www.hansonrunsvold.com

Memorial Service
AUG 16. 2:00 PM (CT)
Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home
215 7th Street South
Fargo, ND 58103
info@hansonrunsvold.com
https://www.hansonrunsvold.com

Tribute Wall

LV

I will miss the kind way Larry was with Carol and his sense of humor when he
brought Carol in to see me for her haircuts! My deepest sympathies to Carol and
his family. He was a special man.
Laurie VanEnk
Laurie VanEnk - August 23, 2019 at 02:53 PM



Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of
Larry Earl Wild.

August 15, 2019 at 11:25 PM



Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of
Larry Earl Wild.

August 15, 2019 at 08:16 PM



Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of
Larry Earl Wild.

August 14, 2019 at 10:10 PM

105 files added to the album LifeTributes

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - August 14, 2019 at 02:16 PM

JW

Carol and family,
We extend our deep sympathy to all of you, on the loss of
Larry. Peace and blessings!
Jeff (retired para from Lincoln Elementary) and Sharon
Weitzel

Jeffrey Weitzel - August 14, 2019 at 12:53 PM

72 files added to the album LifeTributes

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - August 14, 2019 at 12:38 PM

EH

Thoughts and prayers to the entire Wild family! You are in my heart during this
difficult time!
Erika Hageman - August 14, 2019 at 08:31 AM

KK

Mr Wild was such a thoughtful teacher! I had him for my 3rd grade year at Horace
Mann. Michelle Tide and I used to always be the last ones out of the coat closet
and he used to call us Pokyhontas. He was such a kind and caring person that
shared coffee around a table with others like my father. I wish I could've met you
again since then. He will be greatly missed.
Kayla Knopp - August 13, 2019 at 11:38 PM

DW

I first met Larry when Carol and I became friends as we taught together at Lincoln
Elementary, This tall, strong man always seemed to have a smile for others. His
great sense of humor made us smile too. Their pride and love for Michael, Jenny,
and Sarah shone brightly. I’m so glad they had so many happy years together. I
often sat by them in church these last several years, and was touched by what a
kind, loving caretaker Larry was during Carol’s illness. Rest In Peace faithful
servant.
Denise Williams - August 13, 2019 at 09:48 PM

SR

I taught school at Woodrow Wilson with Carol, and Larry. My classroom of special
needs students was on the third floor, and when we had a fire drill Larry would
have his students help my children get outside! He was such a kind, thoughtful
person, and a caring teacher to all. Sharon Rezac
Sharon Rezac - August 13, 2019 at 07:11 PM



Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Larry Earl
Wild.

August 13, 2019 at 11:58 AM



A sympathy card was purchased for the family of Larry Earl Wild.

August 13, 2019 at 11:22 AM

KL

Larry was my daughter's 3rd grade teacher at Horace Mann. I will remember him
with fondness always so kind and caring with the kids. Rest in Peace Larry
Kathy Larson-Fargo, ND
Kathy Marie Larson - August 13, 2019 at 09:54 AM



Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for the family of
Larry Earl Wild.

August 12, 2019 at 08:19 PM

BR

Larry was the sweetest, most thoughtful person! We were honored to have been
his neighbor for the 12 years we have lived in our home. He watched our kids
grow up, he watched over the neighborhood to keep them safe and he and Carol
could often be found picking up trash to keep it clean. Heaven gained the
sweetest of angels with that joyful laugh and sense of humor. We will miss you
Larry!

Brianne - August 12, 2019 at 05:03 PM

RF

Growing up with Larry and Carol as my neighbor's for most
of my life, absolutely incredible people. I got to grow up with
the kids Mike, Sarah and Jenny memories that I will never
forget. Rest in peace my ol friend. My thoughts and prayers
going to the family.

Ron Fick - August 12, 2019 at 08:25 AM

BB

If I could have had the same teacher for my years from 6th grade on and I was
able to choose that teacher it would have been Mr. Wild. The most important
thing he taught me was that it didn't matter who you were or where you came
from, you treat each person with respect and equally. He stood up for what was
right even with his students. He actually made two boys in our class stand up in
front of the class and had them apologize to me for teasing me. He was just
awesome and I will never forget Mr. Wild. My heart goes out to his family. They
have lost a wonderful man. RIP my favorite teacher.
Barbara (Forness) Brannam - August 11, 2019 at 09:07 PM

Lucy
Wade

Looking at Larry's photo brought a big smile to my face! What a gentle warm
person. It was always great to see that smile when he brought his students to the
music room. Later meeting again at Olivet, at a different time with different roles,
his warm supportive smile uplifted many a fellow congregant. Never
underestimate the power of a smile. Lucy Wade
Lucy Wade - August 11, 2019 at 12:44 PM

EK

Mr. Wild! You were my favorite teacher of all time! I haven't seen you since 6th
grade at Woodrow Wilson, but have never forgotten what a caring teacher you
were. We were just talking about you on the "Growing up in Fargo" Facebook
page. That's where I heard of your death. My condolences to your wife and
family. May you rest in paradise.
Evelyn Knutson - August 11, 2019 at 12:00 AM

JM

Oh Larry, I am so glad I got to visit with you this summer at the grocery store! I
always enjoyed my clinic visits with you! Sincere sympathy to his family, he was
such a nice man!
Julie Mitchell - August 10, 2019 at 03:52 PM

