Kent Alan Peterson
November 7, 1960 - July 2, 2019

Kent A. Peterson, 58, suffered a sudden cardiac arrest and died in Houston, Texas on July
2, 2019. Kent was born in Fargo, ND on November 7, 1960. In his early years he lived
with his parents, DeWayne and Arlene Peterson and sister, Sheri, in Devils Lake and
Grand Forks, ND. In 1965 they moved to Bismarck, ND where he grew up and attended
school.
In high school he was a student manager for the Bismarck High School Demons
basketball team and a member of the cross-country team. He had a high interest in law
enforcement and was an active member of the Citizen Police Academy while in high
school, achieving the rank of Sergeant. They wore full policemen uniforms while in
training. He especially enjoyed ride-alongs with the patrolmen. While in high school,
Kent’s compassion to help others emerged as a core value that accompanied him
throughout his life.
After graduating from high school, he worked at several jobs in Bismarck and Fargo. He
moved to Denver, CO and worked in security roles. In May 1992 he graduated from
Phoenix College in Arizona with a degree in legal assisting. While in college he was a
volunteer in the Arizona Attorney General’s office in the victim witness assistance program
and was awarded their Distinguished Service Award.
He moved to California and worked for a law firm. When asked the size of the law firm he
told his dad it was small as it only had forty lawyers.
He never forgot his interest in law enforcement and when told he would need more college
to do legal assisting within law enforcement, he decided to change careers. He had a high
interest in flying and traveling so he pursued a career in aircraft mechanics. He graduated
from Northrop-Rice Aviation and got his first job with an airline in Abilene, TX. His career
took him to work for airlines in St. Louis, MO, Chicago, IL, Alexandria VA, Nashville, TN,
Mobile, AL, San Diego, CA, and finally with American Airlines in Los Angeles, CA. He was
injured on the job and recovery did not go well, resulting in both legs being amputated. A

combination of the injury and Type 1 diabetes resulted in end stage renal disease. He was
on kidney dialysis treatments for several years. Kent maintained his positive attitude
through all the challenges his health presented.
Kent is survived by his father, DeWayne Petersen, brother-in-law, Steve Bjorgan, and
many uncles, aunts, and cousins. He was preceded in death by his mother, Arlene Nelson
Peterson and sister, Sheri Peterson Bjorgan.
In lieu of flowers, memorials are preferred to Olivet Lutheran Church, Hospice of the Red
River Valley or a charity of the donor’s choice.
Blessed be the memory of Kent Alan Peterson.
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Comments

“

I met Kent in Los Angeles in 1999 right before I moved to NYC. We kept in contact
throughout the entire time, especially chatting on Facebook. We went to the
Bahamas together and He visited me a couple times in NY. He loved my food pics
and I even mailed him a surprise care package or two. I was troubled when I hadn’t
seen or heard from him. I wish him peace. He was an amazing soul. You will forever
be remembered. Love you, brother.

Sean Brooks - October 08 at 09:56 AM

“

DeWayne and family,
I spent many childhood days with Kent and Sheri. I grew up right around the corner
from you on Simle Drive. Arlene and my mom would keep in touch so I heard about
Kent's travels. All of my memories are fun and light. Kent was so easy to be around.
I'm sad that he was struck with such troublesome health problems later in life.
Sending peace and love to you now and in the days to come.
-Jan (Fevold) Dixon

Janet Dixon - September 20 at 04:54 PM

“

DeWayne and family, I am sorry for your loss. I met Kent in high school and he and
Lt. J. Piercy also talked me in joining the B.P.D. Explorer Program. We spent several
years in the program and he was very passionate about the field, but mostly about
caring and helping people. He constantly encouraged me, and as a result, I had a
rewarding career in law enforcement and private security, as well as a 36 year career
as an EMT, thanks to him. Unfortunately we lost contact after high school but i'm glad
he continued helping and caring for people throughout his life. Prayers for all who
knew him, he was a special person. Randy Schramm

Randy Schramm - September 19 at 12:45 PM

“

Sending my condolences to you Dewayne. I saw the obituary for Kent and just
wanted you to know I am thinking of you. Prayers of peace to you.
Linda (Askland) Semanko

Linda Semanlo - September 18 at 11:26 PM

“

DeWayne - God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit are walking with you in the hours, days
and weeks ahead -- Arlene, Sheri, and now Kent, have spiritually joined you in your
earthly travels -- the best of companions!
Donna and I extend our sympathy to you and your relatives in the earthly loss of
Kent.
PEACE be with you DeWayne, now, and always!
Bernie DesRoches
Fargo

Bernie DesRoches - September 18 at 09:17 PM

“

Bruce Schauer lit a candle in memory of Kent Alan Peterson

Bruce Schauer - September 18 at 09:12 PM

“

One time in High School Kent's car would not start, he called me on the cb and
asked if i knew anything about cars, I told him a little. I got to his place and he said
what do you think is wrong, I said , not sure, got air in the tires. We both laughed; lost
contact with him after he moved to Denver, but went through law enforcement
explorers with him, and high school with him, and he was a down right GOOD GUY!!!

Bruce Schauer - September 18 at 09:01 PM

“

I never knew Kent, but I saw his obit in The Forum and felt the need to contact you.
SCA has taken the lives of many in my family, including my father at age 62 and my
brother Craig when he was only 50. After Craig’s death my other brother and I were
told there is a way to screen for SCA (when daddy died they told us there was no
way of knowing if my brother’s and I might also die of SCA). It is a long process, it
requires a “baseline” to be established and yearly retesting to look for any changes.
However, I encourage all of your family to get it done and continue the yearly tests. If

changes are detected Dr’s are able to prevent SCA. SCA runs in families and we had
no warning with my grandfather, daddy or Craig. I never want to lose another loved
one to SCA and I don’t want to die that way either. I realize there is nothing that can
be done for Kent and I am sure your hearts are broken, but I just felt compelled to let
you know how to keep the rest of your family safe. All my love and wishes for a
beautiful tomorrow.
Sharee Fulton
Fargo
Sharee Fulton - September 18 at 04:17 PM

“

Though I did not know Kent, upon reading his obituary I learned he was a member of
our our Bismarck Police Explorer Program at the Bismarck Police Department. We
are honored to know the program made such an impact on Kent. His reasoning for
being part of the program along with his success in the program demonstrates the
type of person Kent was. Thank you Kent for all that you did.
Lieutenant Michael McMerty
Bismarck Police Department

Michael McMerty - September 18 at 09:12 AM

“

Kent, was my cousin, I remember many family gathering were we would spend time
discussing the world and many other things of interest. He would always have great
input, and had a great joy of humor. He enjoyed the time when all cousins gathered
for many celebrations of family. May we all remember him as he goes to his final rest.

Wayne Peterson - September 13 at 05:55 PM

“

Wayne Peterson lit a candle in memory of Kent Alan Peterson

Wayne Peterson - September 13 at 05:46 PM

