Josephine Grondahl
April 28, 1920 - November 28, 2019

Josephine “Jo” Dean (Handy) Grondahl passed away peacefully on November 28, 2019,
Thanksgiving Day, in her new home at the Pioneer House assisted living facility. It was a
fitting day as she led a full life with much to be thankful for.
Josephine was born April 28, 1920 in Oakes, ND to Emery and Daisy (Ballard) Handy.
She was the youngest in the family with 5 older brothers.
After attending the University of Iowa in Ames, IA, she moved to Fargo, ND where she
married Melvin “Bud” Grondahl in 1943. They raised their family there and she worked for
the Disabled America Veterans for 30 years. She was an active member of the First
United Methodist Church throughout her adult life.
Jo enjoyed her life after retiring from the DAV by spending time with the many groups she
was a member of including Homemakers, Red Hats, Daughters of Norway Rosanna
Gutterud Lodge, Fine Arts Club, NDSU International Women’s Association, Bridge clubs,
Widow and Widowers, Volkssport Assn. and Al-Anon. She also traveled extensively
throughout the world including annual trips to California to spend time with her
transplanted children. Jo was an inspiration to all that knew her for how she was always
“on the go”.
She is survived by children and their spouses Linda (Khal); Larry (Amy); stepgrandchildren and their families; nephews, Brad (Deona) Grondahl, Bob Handy and
Michael Handy; niece, Cynthia Handy; adopted families of Bill and Kathy Urie and Wei
and Yun Deng; and too many close friends to mention. She was preceded in death by
husband, Melvin “Bud”.
A sincere thank you goes out to Hospice of the Red River Valley and Bernadette Raguse,
who looked after her in her final year, and the staff at the Pioneer House, all who provided
unconditional support in her final days.
A celebration of her life is planned on the date of her 100th birthday in late April.

Memorials are requested to be given to Hospice of the Red River Valley, the NDSU Music
Department or the Plains Art Museum.
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Comments

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Josephine Grondahl.

December 10, 2019 at 12:26 PM

“

Jo and I became friends in 1966 when she became my Al-Anon sponsor and shortly
thereafter, she became part of our family. There are so many memories we have
shared since then that it would be impossible to mention them all. One of my favorite
memories was trying to keep up with Jo when we traveled to New York City together.
All of the other memorable vacations we took together to places such as Seattle,
Montreal, Toronto, Minneapolis, and Denver, for AA and Al-Anon conventions, will
always hold a special place in my heart. We were so blessed to be able to spend all
of our Christmases and Easters with Jo when she didn't go out of town to visit her
family. Her presence was so joyful and we hold dear every carol we sang while she
played the piano. I would like to thank Jo for giving my children and grandchildren
the chance to have a grandma. We all love you dearly and will miss you.
Kathy Urie

Kathy - December 05, 2019 at 11:24 AM

“

I have known Jo for 23 years, a truly great, loyal customer and friend of mine. Our
lunches together were filled with her family's great memories. She will always be
remembered and missed! In honor of a life so beautifully lived, may the memories
you all have give you PEACE & COMFORT! Sue Kadoun

Sue Kadoun - December 04, 2019 at 03:09 PM

“

I grew up on 16th Ave and so glad I did or I would never have gotten to know Jo. She
was such an amazing lady. I remember winter fun, building snow forts with the
neighbor kids in her front yard, so fun. I think you might remember that, Linda. I took
Jo out for lunch at Holiday Inn 2-1/2 years ago. She was so bubbly, smiling, and she
brought a book filled with family pictures that we looked at together. She was so
proud of her family.
She will be missed.
Pat Pederson (Smith)

Patricia Pederson - December 03, 2019 at 09:27 PM

“

Jo was such a ray of sunshine! She wrote me several wonderful posts about the
Vasiliou-Kootsikas families in Oakes, ND and also shared memories or her mom,
Daisy, and my mom belonging to the ‘Homemakers Club’ back in the day. Last
summer she sent me a letter that included a newspaper clipping about a new Greek
restaurant in Fargo! She asked me for recommendations on what to order and invited
me to visit her in Fargo and we would go together. Our thoughts are with all of her
family at this time. You have wonderful memories to comfort you as you mourn your
loss. RIP Jo Maria Vasiliou
Minneapolis, Mn

Maria Vasiliou - December 03, 2019 at 07:27 PM

“

I have over 50 years of memories but my favorite thing she has taught me is I'm
worth it! She loved all of us unconditionally. I miss her. She didn't sit ital that's for
sure. Having her gone from all our family events is going to be hard. I know she will
be with us in spirit. Love ya Grandma. Amy Urie-Felt

amy urie felt - December 03, 2019 at 01:44 PM

“

Jo was a friend of my parents and perhaps one of my favorite people in their circle.
She had an exuberance for all things that just radiated to everyone around her. You
couldn't stay mad, sad or pout as she'd just engage with you until you were happy
again. She had a way of making you feel special and validated. You stood a little
taller - were more confident after spending time with her.
She was the kind of person you aspire to be - welcoming, encouraging, loving and
true. Although she's lived a long and beautiful life - her generous spirit will be missed.
Lori Stirling

Lori Stirling - December 02, 2019 at 08:46 PM

“

Sixteenth Avenue North in Fargo was a wonderful place to grow up, and Jo was one
of the reasons why. Jo would often come across the street to our home after work to
visit with Mom. Jo loved to talk and giggle. She always treated us with love and care.
She sent me birthday cards probably about 60 of my 63 years. Jo’s son, Larry, was a
good neighborhood friend, and we had a lot of fun times at the Grondahl home,
playing in the tree fort, shooting hoops, and playing games. I am saddened to lose
Jo, but her faith was very important to her, so I know her new life is beginning, and I
hope I will see her again. You are in my thoughts and prayers, Larry and Linda.

Lori Beck - December 01, 2019 at 09:06 PM

“

Jo was always a gracious lady who always stopped to talk when we met. I will
remember her love of life and self- reliance. She was an example of what I hope my
final years will be.

Patti Kratkyk - December 01, 2019 at 06:23 PM

“

Many good memories of Jo through the years. First as my neighbor on 16th Avenue.
In later years, it was always fun to run into Jo to talk and laugh!

Marlene Espejo - December 01, 2019 at 11:35 AM

“

RIP Jo...I enjoyed knowing you. Brad and I are the same age..Greg Nelson ..The
Villages, Florida

Greg Nelson - December 01, 2019 at 07:52 AM

