John Oscar Syverson
July 16, 1938 - August 20, 2013

John O. “Sy” Syverson, 75, Mission, TX, Park Rapids, MN and formerly Fargo, ND,
passed away peacefully at Sanford Palliative Care on August 20, 2013, after a short but
courageous battle with cancer.
John was born on the family farm in Ulen, Minnesota on July 16, 1938, to Oscar S. and
Clara (Jenzer) Syverson, and was the youngest of seven sons. He grew up in Ulen, was
baptized and confirmed at Atlanta Lutheran Church, attended grade school at District 48
County School and graduated from Ulen High School in 1955. He graduated from NDSU,
Fargo, ND. His educational path continued to National Air War College, Montgomery, AL.
On June, 2, 1984, John married Diane E. Benson in Fargo, ND. During their 29 years of
marriage they traveled the world together.
John’s passion was flying. His career began with the ND Air National Guard/Happy
Hooligans, retiring as a LT. Col. after 30 years. In 1966 John was hired by Northwest
Airlines, ending his career in 1998 as a 747-400 Captain.
Retirement was short lived as John became active in his other passion, politics. In 2003
he was elected to the North Dakota State Senate from District 45. He also served as Vice
Chairman of the Fargo Planning Commission, Metro Council of Government, and on the
Reed Township Board.
John was State President of the Air Force Association, member of the El Zagal Shrine,
American Legion, Amvets, Daedalions, Airline Pilots Association, National Guard
Association, First Lutheran Church, and was a member of the MIA Hunters in Papau, New
Guinea.
John will be lovingly missed by his wife, Diane and daughter, Beth (Steve) Leonard of
Chanhassen, MN. He is also survived by his brothers, Shelvin (Gladys), East Bethel, MN;
Lowell, Wallace, and sister-in -law Penny, all of the Minneapolis area; sister-in-law,

Bonnie, Park Rapids, MN; mother-in-law, Betty Benson, Fargo, ND; brother-in-law, Mike
(Jan) Benson, Fargo, ND; and 27 nephews and nieces.
He was preceded in death by his parents, Oscar and Clara Syverson; brothers, Clinton,
Aldus, and Dean; sisters-in-law, Vi and Betty; and Diane’s father, Lyle F. Benson.
Memorials are preferred to the Sanford Roger Maris Cancer Center, 820 4th St N, Fargo,
ND 58102; First Lutheran Church, 619 Broadway N, Fargo, ND 58102; North Dakota
Veterans Cemetery, 1825 46th St, Mandan, ND 58554, or a charity of your choice.
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Comments

“

Oh Diane,
I am so sorry to hear that John has passed away. He was a big part of the Skyline
Cafe and Bar crowd at the old Hector Airport when I was a waitress there my senior
year of high school! I had forgotten that I knew him that far back before you and I met
in Jr. League. He had such a charismatic personality and he was also very lucky to
have you as his beautiful partner in life.
Comfort and Blessings to you,
Angie Fiechtner Knapp

Angie Knapp - August 29, 2013 at 05:17 PM

“

May time and wonderful memories sustain you at this time. With our heartfelt
sympathy for your loss.
Sincerely, Don and Jane Chadwick

Don Chadwick - August 27, 2013 at 09:04 PM

“

Our condolences to the Syverson family for their loss. John was a great guy and a
pleasure to work with. We had a nice visit when we ran into him and Diane in Mexico
a couple of years ago. What a great personality! Our thoughts and prayers are with
you. Dwaine & Kathy Ratfield

Dwaine & Kathy - August 25, 2013 at 01:06 PM

“

Diane,
We were so sorry to get the news of John's death. Our thoughts are with you and
your family now and in the days ahead.
Kathy and Sheldon Maier

Kathy Maier - August 24, 2013 at 09:43 PM

“

I'm sorry I will not be able to attend services for John. I got to know him well when I
was a back seater (WSO) in the F101B with the Happy Hooligans. He was an
excellent fighter pilot - always on top of the airplane, enthusiastic, ready to go. John
had a wonderful sense of humor, and was a great guy to work with. We stayed in
contact by Email the last few years, talking airplanes. I will really miss him. Art

Jacobson, Independence, OH
Art Jacobson - August 23, 2013 at 09:40 AM

“

Dianne and family. My friend John has gone west. I always admired John at NWA ..
He had an air about him that attracted people to him.. I worked with him in the
simulators and flew with him on line.. He was always a true gentleman and a
professional.. Later we connected in the Email world and Im sorry we never had a
time together as I now live in Texas.. May God bless his sole and may we see him
one day in the heavens.. Larry Daudt Boerne, Texas

larry Daudt - August 22, 2013 at 08:34 PM

“

We lived near John and Diane, along the river, prior to their move to Texas. In the
winter, our sons and I would hike on the Red around the oxbow where John and
Diane lived. We remember the time John drove his tractor, with a blade onto the
river, and cleared a path, so we could also ice skate the 1/2 mile path.
Thanks for the memories.
Gonser family.

Gonser family - August 22, 2013 at 06:14 PM

“

LaRae (Peterson) Jorgenson lit a candle in memory of John Oscar Syverson

LaRae (Peterson) Jorgenson - August 22, 2013 at 01:47 PM

“

Dear Diane and family,
We are thinking of you at this time, and may memories help you at this time. I loved
working with John on Republican things. He would bring us breakfast or lunch and
always was a delight to be with when it came to the election day. Friday, I am in the
Walker area, and will be there in spirit. A memorial will be given to First Lutheran
Church.
Love,

Dave and Mary Rasmussen

Mary Rasmussen - August 22, 2013 at 10:42 AM

“

Diane,
I'm so sorry to hear of John's passing. Please know that I am thinking of you during
this difficult time. You are in my thoughts and prayers.
Love,
Aliza

Aliza Ranney - August 22, 2013 at 09:20 AM

“

Diane, I know that you are going through a lot right now and know that I am thinking
of you morning, noon and night. Through the years I have known both you and John
and wish to send you my loving thoughts and prayers. Chin up as Grandma Barb
would say - life will get better and stronger for you as the days pass....
Love to you always,
Sue

Susie Thorpe - August 22, 2013 at 08:42 AM

“

From The MIA Hunters to Our Fallen Hero,
May you travel lightly with the wind beneath your wings and the sun at your back,
knowing always your fellow MIA Hunters will think of you often, your spirit and
passion with live on within us and all of those lives you silently and without
recognition changed in so many profound ways will never forget you ... you are our
HERO, we love you John.
Christopher Moon / MIA Hunters

Christopher Moon - August 21, 2013 at 10:09 PM

“

Diane & Family;
We are so sorry for your loss of John O. What a guy! Too many great memories and
stories to relate. A great confidant, friend, hunter, airman with great compassion and
a sense of humor. He flies with my brother in the great Hooligan airspace on the
other side. He will be missed, but I'll see him again.
E John Carlson

E John Carlson - August 21, 2013 at 08:56 PM

“

I know how much John loved flying and I know he will love his new wings!
Stan Willbanks

Stan Willbanks - August 21, 2013 at 04:11 PM

“

Good man and true friend. He will leave knowing he was well thought of and
remembered which is all anyone can ask for.
Jack and Camille Herbst

Jack herbst - August 21, 2013 at 03:41 PM

“

Diane,
I was saddened to hear of Sy's passing. I'll throw a nickel on the grass for him and
pray the strength of God's blessings for you.
Jim Morgan
66-A

Jim Morgan - August 21, 2013 at 01:15 PM

“

Ed Blum purchased the Sacred Duty Spray for the family of John Oscar Syverson.

Ed Blum - August 21, 2013 at 11:45 AM

“

America the Beautiful was purchased for the family of John Oscar Syverson.

August 21, 2013 at 11:43 AM

“

Fred Raiche purchased the Teleflora's Blue Caribbean Bouquet for the family of John
Oscar Syverson.

Fred Raiche - August 21, 2013 at 11:37 AM

“

I was so very sorry to hear of John's passing. I will always remember his kindness to
me after Jim died. I will keep you in my prayers. Joyce Hystad

Joyce Hystad - August 21, 2013 at 11:34 AM

“

The years have passed, but the great memories will remain...forever! Not only was
John an excellent pilot (having many times worked/flown with John), he was (and
always will be)...a great & good friend! It is with deep sadness that we heard the
"news" from Diane (also, a great & good friend). Our condolences to John's family,
and to all his many friends. Rest in peace...dear friend, and suffer no more. We'll
miss you...until it's our time to see you, again. Fred and Mary Raiche...Sioux Falls,
South Dakota

Fred & Mary Raiche - August 21, 2013 at 11:08 AM

“

Janny and I were very sad to hear of John's passing, We will all miss the super
person he was. Our thoughts and prayers go to his family and friends. We will all
miss John. Sincerely, John and Janny Schertz

John Janny Schertz - August 20, 2013 at 10:55 PM

“

I knew John as the Class Commander from the Other Half of the Reese AFB Class
66A. His evident care and concern for the whole class is inspirational. It seems as if
that was always so throughout his personal and professional career. He will be
missed. Throw a nickel on the grass.... I salute You.

Richard Frantz - August 20, 2013 at 10:41 PM

“

I was a pilot from the Marine Corps who was very fortunate to be allowed to join the
North Dakota Air National Guard and to fly under the leadership of A P MacDonald,
Wally Hegg and John Syverson. I credit these three men for my good fortune of flying
in Fargo for 16 years and gaining a retirement from the Air Force after beginning my
career in the Navy and Marine Corps. John Syverson did me a favor once, and for
that I am eternally grateful. John will be memorialized with a brick at the Van Zandt
County Veterans Memorial in Canton Texas where an F4 John flew many times is the
center of attention. The aircraft is F4D 64-0965 and the crew chief, sadly also
recently deceased, was TSgt John Barsgard. Rest easy John and John, we will all fly
again in a sky more blue. Field McConnell, Hooligan
www.vzcm.org <===== link to F4D from Fargo

Field McConnell - August 20, 2013 at 09:36 PM

“

I first knew John from his time flying to London's Gatwick airport. A gentleman and a
genuine professional.
We met on several occasions after he retired when I used to vacation regularly near
Minneapolis.
A few of the more boisterous and fun loving airline folks would gather at what
became known as The Old Farts Dinner. Good friends, good food, many laughs and
quite a few Bombay Sapphires. Great times. Fond memories.
John, I raise my glass to you one more time. A fine man and a good companion.
Graham Millar - South Godstone, England.

Graham Millar - August 20, 2013 at 05:52 PM

“

Our loss makes it difficult for me to recall all the great memories of times spent together.
You were a good man, and a loyal friend.
God Bless,
Gene Kragness
Gene Kragness - August 22, 2013 at 05:23 PM

