John Anton Larsen
January 23, 1923 - April 29, 2020

John Larsen, 97, of Fargo, ND, died Wednesday, April 29, 2020 at his home, under the
care of CHI Hospice.
John Anton Larsen was born on January 23, 1923 at Felton, MN to Lauritz and Annie
(Olson) Larsen. He grew up in Felton and graduated from high school there. John served
in the US Army from 1942 to 1946 during World War II as a Platoon Commander at the
Battle of the Bulge. Following his service, he received a degree from Dakota Business
College. After working construction, John joined the Fargo Police Department and served
as a police officer from 1950 to 1986.
On April 2, 1949, John married Betty Johnson in Crystal, ND.
John loved to fish, hunt, and was an avid Vikings and Bison fan. He was also a member of
the Fargo VFW and the American Legion.
John is survived by his wife of 71 years, Betty; daughters, Lynnette (Ted) Olson,
Crookston, MN; Marilee (Steve) Yoshifuji, San Metao, CA; son, John Mark Larsen, Fargo,
ND; sister, Lorraine Diederichs, Crystal, MN; six grandchildren, nine great-grandchildren;
and many nieces and nephews.
He was preceded in death by his parents; brothers, Carl, Andrew, Harold, and Kenneth;
and sisters, Emma, Alice, and Josephine.
A private service will be held and streamed on Hanson-Runsvold’s website at 10am,
Tuesday, May 5, 2020.
Burial: Sunset Memorial Gardens, Fargo, ND.
Condolences and memories may be shared at www.hansonrunsvold.com

Arrangements by Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - Fargo, ND

Cemetery
Sunset Memorial Gardens - Fargo
1715 52nd Ave. S.
Fargo, ND, 58104

Comments

“

A webcast video has been added.

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - May 05 at 09:43 AM

“
“

Very nice service Honoring and Remembering John.
Odell Reean Guss - May 05 at 11:37 AM

My thoughts and prayers are with the Larsen family. John will be greatly missed. Thank you
for live streaming the ceremony.
Todd McMichael
Todd McMichael - May 05 at 11:40 AM

“

My prayers are with you Betty as you mourn the loss of John and begin your new
journey. This life alone is an on-going challenge. I did make a major decision last
November. I sold my house and bought a townhouse in south Moorhead. We will
have to get together when this distancing is over. Talking about all the good times
we’ve had would be fun.
Gail Holland

Gail Holland - May 06 at 10:52 AM

“

1 file added to the album Graveside Service

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - May 06 at 10:24 AM

“

Betty so sorry for your loss. It was so nice to viewing both Funeral & Graveside Services
Remembering John; being I couldn't be there in person.
Odell Thune Guss - May 12 at 08:40 PM

“

Betty,
So sorry for the loss of your friend and husband. We are praying for God's peace and
comfort for you and your family. May your fond memories carry you through your
grieving process. Blessings to you, Lori and Bob Baumann

Lori Baumann - May 05 at 07:56 PM

“

I remember John always had a twinkle in his eyes and a smile on his face. He was a
real gentleman, soft spoken, talented and kind. Big John was a very special man. My
condolences to the Larsen family. Tina Johnson

Tina Johnson - May 05 at 06:02 PM

“

Betty, my deepest condolences to you and all your family. You two were always there
for my wife Randi and I in all of our ups and downs. You always looked me up in the
bakery at Hornbachers Express and had a story to share. We went on for quite a
while not knowing we had my Randi in common. What a small world it can be at
times. Take care Betty. John will be remembered lovingly by me and by many more
people he shared his life with. Take care Betty, my love is with you.
Joe Komanetz

Joseph Komanetz - May 05 at 10:50 AM

“

RIP Big John. Our sincere condolences to Betty and John's family.
Scott and Penny Stenseth

Scott Stenseth - May 05 at 09:18 AM

“

We are so saddened to hear of John's passing. Please know your in our prayers
Betty. May the arms of Angels surround you and your beautiful family, and give you
Peace
Tim and Robin Williams

Tim and Robin Williams - May 05 at 01:50 AM

“

My son, Steve, and I would like to send our Love to you and your family. I have
known you ever since Leonard, Minnie, Dennis and I moved to Crystal in 1947. Wow,
that's a long time!! Steve has enjoyed knowing you, too. Wish we could come to
John's Funeral, but it is such a strange time in the World, right now!! Hope to see you
sometime, soon.
Love, Kay Johnson and Family

Kay Johnson - May 04 at 10:39 PM

“

We are very sorry to hear of John’s passing. He was a very gentle and kind man. Our
condolences to the Larsen family
Lorne and Tammy Critchley

Tammy Critchley - May 04 at 09:24 PM

“

John and Harvey were good friends he even helped us build our cabin at the lakes.
Many fun times at police parties enjoyed the family. Sorry for your loss.

Charleen Greuel - May 04 at 04:34 PM

“

He was a very good police officer and a likeable man. He did great things in his
life. He will be missed by many. Our thoughts & prayers will be with him and the
family.
Jim Zeis family & Yvonne Johnson

Jim Zeis - May 04 at 03:57 PM

“

John is the reason I started working at the Fargo Police Department.
John was the evening shift patrol Lt when I stopped by city hall in the spring of 1985.
The police department was located within the city hall building back then.
I was a college student at the time, and I was researching different LE agencies and
their hiring requirements.
At the time, I was not 100% planning on a LE career, but I was somewhat interested
in it.
John encouraged me to take the FPD civil service test in the summer of 85.
I did and eventually was offered a job later that year.
I only worked with John for about a year before he retired, but he truly embodied the
current FPD quality standards 35 years ago.
I am glad I took John’s advice.
Jim Kringlie

James Kringlie - May 04 at 02:32 PM

“

I knew him as "Big John". A hard working, soft spoken, kind, talented man with a great big
smile and even bigger heart! My condolences to the Larsen family. RIP Big John!
Tina Johnson - May 04 at 06:11 PM

“

Loretta Bartholomay lit a candle in memory of John Anton Larsen

Loretta Bartholomay - May 04 at 12:31 PM

“

John was my Lt. when I started on the PD in 1973. What a great guy! He knew how
to both keep a young, fun-loving guy in line and still give him some room to grow into
a good cop. Don't know if there was a better thought of supervisor on the Fargo PD
at that time. He was one of those supervisors who could be your friend too. A rare
gift.
Best wishes and prayers for the family

Muff Brandt

Maurice "Muff" Brandt - May 04 at 12:15 PM

“

The Johnson family will truly miss a one of a kind man.

Michael Johnson - May 03 at 08:34 PM

“

Pete & Karen, Ray & Margaret , Nate Kropelnicki purchased the Beautiful in Blue for
the family of John Anton Larsen.

Pete & Karen, Ray & Margaret , Nate Kropelnicki - May 02 at 08:44 PM

“

Bill and Cindy Ward
BettyWe were very sad to hear of John’s passing. Although it’s been years since we’ve
been together, we have fond memories of John. My mother, Mary, always enjoyed
visiting with him too.
Our sincere condolences to you and your family.

Bill and Cindy Ward - May 02 at 06:11 PM

“

Melissa & Steven Wheeler and family purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family
of John Anton Larsen.

Melissa & Steven Wheeler and family - May 02 at 03:40 PM

“

While we won’t be able to attend the service, we will be watching and remembering
in realtime. Marilee, Steve, Michael (Grandson), Samantha (Michael’s Wife), and
Great Grandsons Jaiden, Damian and Bremdon

Marilee - May 02 at 03:25 PM

“

Melissa & Steven and Becca, Erik, & Brennan purchased the Condolence Snacks for
the family of John Anton Larsen.

Melissa & Steven and Becca, Erik, & Brennan - May 02 at 03:18 PM

“

Melissa & Steven and Becca, Erik, & Brennan purchased the Condolence Snacks for
the family of John Anton Larsen.

Melissa & Steven and Becca, Erik, & Brennan - May 02 at 03:16 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of John Anton Larsen.

May 02 at 02:56 PM

“

Basket of Memories was purchased for the family of John Anton Larsen.

May 02 at 02:36 PM

“

Basket of Memories was purchased for the family of John Anton Larsen.

May 02 at 12:30 PM

“

Betty: I'm so sorry to hear about John. So many lifelong memories I can't even begin
to share. Prayers to you, the girls, Mark and extended family. I'm sorry we can't all be
with you at this time. I'm sure Carmen met him (along with the others from FPD) at
the Golden Gates in Heaven. God Bless!
HUGS TO YOU ALL! Kari Christianson

Kari Christianson - May 01 at 01:15 PM

“

One of my very early memories of my uncle John, when I was growing up, was him
as a police officer. Those of you that knew him back then remember John was very
thin. I watched Andy Griffith on tv at that time and John, being so thin, looked kind of
like Barney to me. One day I was helping pick up wood at a house he was working
on and out of the clear blue I asked him if he keeps his bullet in his pocket like
Barney. John started laughing but I, just a young kid, didn't know what was so funny!
He just kept laughing but I thought it was kind of strange since I was serious. Those
of you that didn't know, Barney was only given one bullet and he kept it in his shirt
pocket on the tv show.
John will be sorrowfully missed by everyone that came to know and love him over the
years. Betty, the loss of your husband, companion, father to your children and love of
your life will be felt by everyone. Cherish all the memories you have built together.
Love
Roger and Kim Rod

Roger Rod - May 01 at 11:33 AM

“

Dearest Betty,
I am so sorry to hear of your loss. Though it has been many years, I have always
enjoyed seeing you at church when I have visited Fargo. Going to Lewis and Clark
Elementary School through High School as well as Confirmation and Choir at church
with Lynnette were great times in the past. I send my prayers, sympathy and
condolences to you and the family.
Grace and Peace,
Betty (Vraa) Ranney

Betty Ranney - April 30 at 04:13 PM

“

Lieutenant Larsen was my first supervisor on the pm shift when I joined the Fargo
Police Force in 1984. He was a terrific leader. He let me figure things out on my own
yet helped me when I needed it. He was soft spoken but always had a twinkle in his
eye. He was without a doubt one of the best “bosses” I could have ever asked for.
Rest In Peace. You deserve it. Heidi Sand

Heidi Sand - April 30 at 04:12 PM

“

What a blessing it was to have John share his carpentry experience to build our
home. I know Dick and others from the police force helped which made it more
affordable. I am still living in that home 50 years later. John helped several on the
police force build their home. So sorry for your loss.

Gloria Bush - April 30 at 11:48 AM

“

BETTY
I want you to know my thoughts and prayers are with you and your family.

Larry Rittgarn - April 30 at 11:06 AM

“

Dear Betty, we are so saddened to hear of the loss of your life partner and love of
your life for the past 71 years! I have such very fond memories of spending time in
your home when we were in junior high school planning UMYF events or learning
how a Girl Scout develops and matures into a young woman.Please extend our
condolences to Lynette, Merilee and John and of course, your extended family and
may John's legacy to his children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren lessen the
loss you currently feel. May you find peace in your heart and comfort and love in your

spirit as you place John into the loving arms of Jesus. Blessings, dear Friend!
Jan (Vraa) and Gary Cossette
Janice Cossette - April 30 at 11:01 AM

“

Betty, my Deepest Sympathies to you and your family! Nicole sends her
Condolences!
Odell Thune Guss

Odell Thune Guss - April 29 at 08:33 PM

