John Francis Dixon III
May 17, 1945 - September 23, 2018

John F. Dixon III was born on May 17, 1945 in Bel Air, Maryland to John F. Dixon Jr. and
Sarah Elizabeth Eaton.
John was raised in Fargo, ND and he graduated from Fargo Central High School in 1963,
where he was captain of the hockey team and a member of the golf team. John spent
most of his early years caddying and playing golf at the Fargo Country Club. Working long
hours, his mom delivered dinner to him.
After high school, he attended the University of North Dakota where he played on the
UND golf team and joined Alpha Tau Omega fraternity. He met Kathryn Keating while they
were decorating floats for the UND Homecoming Parade; they married in 1965. He
graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Business and later a Master of Science in
Accounting.
John enlisted in the Army Reserves in 1968 and served as an Army Cook through 1975.
Cooking became a lifelong passion and created a common bond between John and his
sons. He had an appreciation for small pleasures in life, comparing types of shaving
brushes, razors, soaps, and shaving balms. He wore inexpensive watches frequently
changing his plethora of colored bands. He had many daily rituals, including perfecting his
technique for making the perfect cup of coffee, seeking the exact time for preparing a hard
boiled egg, preparing his toast the night before his early morning breakfast, and long daily
walks. John remained a life-long learner, including a strong interest in technology and
grilling techniques, and even learning Spanish in his post-retirement years. He loved to
share his enthusiasm with anyone who would listen, even providing shaving lessons to an
aid working with him during his brief stay at Essentia Hospital. He was physically active
throughout his life. He enjoyed playing handball, competing in tournaments through the
Fargo YMCA, walking, bicycling and was an avid golfer for many years.
With the exception of his stint as CFO of Steffen's Office Equipment, John was a tax
accountant for his entire career, last working at Drewes & Horab.

John died at home surrounded by his family while in the care of Hospice of the Red River
Valley after recently being diagnosed with metastatic lung cancer.
He is survived by his wife, Kathy Dixon; his children, John “Quad” and his wife Brandie,
Patrick and his wife Bethany, and Alex and his wife Andrea; his seven grandchildren,
Kate, Elsie, Dexter, Henry, Harper, Felix, Nolan and a granddaughter on the way; his sister
Mary Render (Rick) and brother-in-law Dan Smith, and several nieces, nephews and
cousins.
He was preceded in death by his parents and his sister, Amy Smith.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made in John’s memory to Handi-Wheels of Fargo
and Hospice of the Red River Valley.
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Visitation

05:00PM - 07:00PM

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home
215 7th Street South, Fargo, ND, US, 58103
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Prayer Service

07:00PM

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home
215 7th Street South, Fargo, ND, US, 58103
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Visitation

10:00AM - 11:00AM

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home
215 7th Street South, Fargo, ND, US, 58103
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Memorial Service

11:00AM

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home
215 7th Street South, Fargo, ND, US, 58103

Comments

“

So sorry to hear about John’s passing. My sympathy and thoughts are with Kathy
and the family. May time and all your pleasant memories help heal the hurt you are
experiencing.
Mike Render
Fort Lauderdale

Mike Render - September 28, 2018 at 07:04 PM

“

Love to you, Kathy, Our deep condolences to you and to all John's family. We hadn't
been aware of John's illness. Though you must have experienced time flying, we're
happy that you had time with John to say goodbye, though the time was short and
the goodbye the most difficult thing of all.
Hoping for peace for your all,
Mike and Alice Olson

Alice Olson - September 27, 2018 at 09:54 PM

“

Kathy and the Dixon Family,
Was shocked to see that John had died. It was not that long ago that John and I had
visited at the Y. We always had wonderful conversations and appreciated seeing that
we were showing up to work out. I will miss seeing and visiting him. Know that Mary
and I send our thoughts and prayers to you and for John.
Sincerely,
Dick and Mary Warner

Richard Warner - September 27, 2018 at 04:32 PM

“

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the family of John Francis Dixon III.

September 27, 2018 at 03:02 PM

“

Kathy and family,
Dorsey and I send our sincere sympathy over John's passing. A few memories come
to mind: John (Dixie) and I were in the same pledge class at UND; were in the same
Masters of Accounting program, and he was in our wedding. I remember we would
study and then head to the Student Union and play some snooker or pool. Again our
hearts go out to you.
With our and His Love, Tom (Herbie) Pierce

Tom Pierce - September 26, 2018 at 08:11 PM

“

Thank you so much for sharing the pictures--it was so wonderful to view the
happiness that has scanned many years. Kathy, what joy and pride you must feel as
you reflect on the journey of love with John--your children and grandchildren are so
beautiful and the connection between all of you can be felt just by looking into the
faces in the pictures. It is my hope that by viewing all these pictures again as a family
you realize what strong, wonderful memories you have to remain in your hearts and
that you find such comfort in all that your family has shared. You are in my thoughts
and prayers. Sympathy to all
Kathy and Chuck Fisher

Kathy Fisher - September 26, 2018 at 06:38 PM

“

Kathy and family we send our sympathy on John's death. We go back to UND days.
Our best to you on this new journey.

John and Jo Lawrence - September 26, 2018 at 04:57 PM

“

154 files added to the album LifeTributes

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - September 26, 2018 at 04:01 PM

“

With love, Mary, Rick, and Family purchased the Peaceful White Lilies Basket for the
family of John Francis Dixon III.

With love, Mary, Rick, and Family - September 26, 2018 at 02:51 PM

“

Kathy, Mary and Family's: How saddened we were to hear of John's passing.The
Van's and Dixon's go way back as 9th Street next door neighbors beginning in the
mid to late 1940's. May the hand of God lead and comfort you during these difficult
times now and forever.
Tom and Sue Van Osdel

Tom Van Osdel - September 26, 2018 at 11:41 AM

“

Kathy, Pat and the rest of the family - Thank you for sharing John - the man with the
smile that could light up the room. My heart and prayers are with you as you continue
to walk this difficult path. A Native American proverb says: "Death is not the
extinguishing of the light, but rather putting out the lamp for the dawn has come."
Much warmth and hugs, Nancy

Nancy Jordheim - September 26, 2018 at 09:42 AM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of John Francis Dixon III.

September 26, 2018 at 09:35 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of John Francis Dixon III.

September 26, 2018 at 09:12 AM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of John Francis Dixon III.

September 26, 2018 at 09:09 AM

“

We loved that guy. He was witty, intelligent and fun. He will be missed by all. Our
condolences to your family.
Roger and Cheryl Raaf

Cheryl Raaf - September 26, 2018 at 09:02 AM

“

So so sorry, my friend Kathy.
Carol Seim

Carol Seim - September 26, 2018 at 12:11 AM

“

The nicest man you could ever meet. My Uncle John. Nice in a quiet, purposeful way.
Not looking for anything in return, it was just the way he was. I am so glad he was
close to his family, there to set an example, create memories and to show the
immense love he had for each of them. I’m sad he’s gone. I’m sad for all those he left
behind.

Amy Aiken - September 25, 2018 at 11:08 PM

“

My thoughts and prayers are with the Dixon family, He was a great man and will be
fondly remembered by all who had the privilege of spending time with him.
J. Falk

Jeremy - September 25, 2018 at 10:01 PM

“

We are truly sorry for your loss. Our thoughts and prayers are with your whole family.
Scott and Laura Strand

Scott - September 25, 2018 at 08:05 PM

“

Our deepest sympathies are with all of you. We will miss visiting with John as he
walked past the house. Julie and Paul Rokke.

julie Rrokke - September 25, 2018 at 07:52 PM

“

Thinking of you and your family, Kathy...Patti Pratt

Patti Pratt - September 25, 2018 at 07:37 PM

“

Kathy, Alex, and the rest of the Dixon's, I am so sorry to hear this. My condolences to
you all. You are in my thoughts. Kathy Schmierer

Kathy Schmierer - September 25, 2018 at 07:37 PM

“

Dear Kathy, I was so sorry to hear that your husband has passed away. My heart
goes out to you and your family. Praying for strength in the difficult days to come.
Your friend from the Y Aerobics Class, Kris Berseth

Kris Berseth - September 25, 2018 at 07:36 PM

“

We are so sorry for your loss. You are in our thoughts and prayers.
Michael, Bethany, Katelyn and Abby Posl

Bethany - September 25, 2018 at 01:47 PM

“

Kathy and Family, I am so very sorry for your loss - my thoughts and prayers are with
you at this time.
Shannon Day

Shannon Day - September 25, 2018 at 01:23 PM

“

Kathy, we are so sorry for you and your family. We are thinking of you. Our deepest
sympathy. Ken and Karen

karen olson - September 25, 2018 at 07:56 AM

“

Please accept our deepest condolences on John's passing. I have fond memories of
my visits to the Dixon household during high school and college. I always valued
conversations with John and the advice he shared. Although no words can ease the
loss you feel, please know that you are in our thoughts and prayers.
Ryan & Judith Riley, Shawnee, Kansas

Ryan Riley - September 24, 2018 at 11:37 PM

