John "Jack" Cousins
November 14, 1934 - August 27, 2019

John “Jack” Cousins, 84, Owatonna, MN (previously Moorhead, MN), passed away
August 27, 2019, surrounded by his loving family, following a brief battle with cancer.
Jack was born in 1934 in Manchester, IA, to Albert and Floy (Hockaday) Cousins. They
lived in numerous places in MN and around the country following Al’s engineering jobs.
Floy passed away in 1941; Albert married Mary Glennadean (Mahood) in 1942, and raised
5 kids: Bob, Jack, Mary, Tom, Susie.
Jack graduated in 1952 from Fargo Central High School, studied Civil Engineering at
NDSU, and served in the Army in Berlin, Germany. Jack and Beverly Jane Kruse were
married on July 12, 1958. Together they raised 4 kids; family was his greatest joy.
Jack began his engineering career with the Cass County Highway Dept. in West Fargo,
ND. He served as Asst. City Engineer in Red Wing, MN, prior to returning to Cass County
as the Asst. County Engineer. In 1969, he and his father switched positions, with Jack
becoming the County Engineer and Al becoming the Assistant. In 1973, the family moved
to Waseca, MN, as Jack became the Waseca County Engineer. In 1980, Jack returned to
the area as County Engineer in Clay County (Moorhead), MN. He retired in 2005 from a
career he loved. Jack was active in the MN Assoc. of County Highway Engineers, serving
on numerous committees and in leadership roles. He was awarded the County Engineer
of the Year award in 1987.
Jack was known for his love of family, sense of humor, his integrity and big heart. He loved
to laugh and to make others laugh; he will be greatly missed by all who knew him.
Throughout his life he enjoyed sports, hunting, fishing, horseshoes, billiards, card games,
and board games with his grandkids.
Jack is survived by his loving wife, Bev; children: Laura (Brian), Orono, MN; Greg
(Michelle), Owatonna, MN; Cindy Mason (Bill), Prior Lake, MN; grandchildren: Sara
Schaefer (Tony); Alyssa LaBella; Jade Mahlen (Randy); Ethan (Jaci); Cole Mason

(Nikitta); Mason (Jackie); great grandchildren: Alexyia, Emma, Kayden, Amira, Levi;
siblings: Mary O’Brien; Thomas (Carol); Susan (Dan).
Preceded in death by daughter: Lisa Jo; parents: Albert, Floy, Glenn; brother: Robert;
nephew: Rob.
A heartfelt thank you to the doctors and nurses at Mayo Clinic for their exceptional care.
Memorials may be given to Mayo Clinic (mayoclinic.org/giving-to-mayo-clinic) or the
American Cancer Society (cancer.org).

Cemetery
Riverside Cemetery - Fargo
2102 5th St. S.
FARGO, ND, 58103

Comments

“

Bev and family,
So sorry to hear of your loss. Hugs to you all from us in Fargo. Jack was such a great
neighbor to my dad in Moorhead. I was hoping to make the funeral but have to be
out if town. Just know you will all be in our thoughts during this tough time.
Suzann and Kenny Sampson

Suzann Sampson - Yesterday at 03:10 PM

“

Beverly,
So sorry to hear of Jack's passing. It is so hard to lose your life mate, the love, and
all that goes with it. My thoughts and prayers are with you and your family.
Love,
Shirley (Kruse) Sorvig and Family

Shirley Sorvig - September 11 at 02:06 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of John "Jack" Cousins.

September 11 at 11:36 AM

“

My condolences to Jack's family. I barely knew Jack as we worked together on the
Moorhead Public Works facility in the planning and design. However, some people
leave their mark on the most unexpected and that would be me in this case.
I can still hear his voice and he was a treat to work for/with. Blessings and prayers to
his family.
Donovan Larson

Donovan B Larson - September 11 at 06:47 AM

“

Basket of Memories was purchased for the family of John "Jack" Cousins.

September 09 at 11:23 AM

“

My condolences to the Cousins family. I was blessed to have met and cared for Jack
at St. Mary's on ET 4 and to have met his wonderful, caring family. What a gentle,
kind soul with a quick wit and sweet sense of humor. I'm sorry to hear of his passing.
Thinking of you all...........Lori, RN

Lori Perry - September 06 at 08:23 PM

“

My sincerest condolences to Bev and the entire Cousins family during this difficult
time. Jack left an everlasting impression on me for his big heart and gentle soul.
Angela
East Tower 4 RN

Angela - September 05 at 01:38 AM

“

Our condolences to you and your family. He was a great man, husband , father,
brother and friend. Beverly both you and Jack were such good friends to my dad Ole.
Keeping your family in our thoughts and prayers.
Karla (Syverson) Poisson and family

Karla (Syverson) Poisson - September 01 at 12:17 PM

