Jocelyn Birch Burdick
February 6, 1922 - December 26, 2019

Jocelyn Birch Burdick, 97, of Fargo, passed away on December 26, 2019. She spent the
holiday surrounded by family.
Jocelyn was born in Fargo on February 6, 1922, to Albert and Magdalena Birch. She grew
up in Fargo and graduated early from Central High School, having spent a part of her high
school years at Hollywood High School in California. She went to Principia College, Elsah,
Illinois, for two years, then transferred to Northwestern University, where she graduated
from the School of Speech.
Jocelyn returned to Fargo where she worked for Manny Marget as a DJ and announcer at
KVOX radio. She married Kenneth Peterson in 1948. They had two children, Leslie and
Birch. After Kenneth passed away, she married Quentin Burdick, whose wife had also
passed away and with whom he had children Jan Mary, Jonathan, Jennifer and Jessica.
Together Jocie and Quentin had son Gage.
Jocelyn was involved in many community activities. She joined the Gamma Phi Beta
sorority at Northwestern, was a devoted and involved sorority sister throughout her life
and was nationally recognized for her philanthropy to the sorority. She was a longtime
member of the Fine Arts Club, with special interest in the History and Drama sections. She
was a member of the Christian Science Church, was a Sunday school teacher and served
many years on its board. She was a longtime Campfire leader, charter member of the
Fargo League of Women Voters, charter member of the FM Junior League, president of
the PTA and president of her PEO chapter.
Although Jocelyn had a chance to travel widely and lived part-time for a number of years
in Washington, D.C., Fargo was always her home. She moved all of one block from where
she was born. She spent her summers at the beloved family cottage on Lake Melissa and
enjoyed golfing with the “beach bunch”.
Jocelyn came from a long line of independent women who were involved in the issues of
the day, including Matilda Joslyn Gage, who fought side-by-side with Susan B. Anthony

and Elizabeth Cady Stanton for women’s suffrage, and who was raised in an Abolitionist
home that was a station on the underground railroad. Jocelyn became acquainted with
Quentin when they took opposite sides in a public debate about adding fluoride to city
water. When Quentin passed away after serving 32 years in the U.S. Senate, she
accepted Gov. Sinner’s appointment as interim U.S. Senator until a special election was
held for Quentin’s seat. In so doing, she became the first woman U.S. Senator to
represent North Dakota.
Jocelyn was preceded in death by her parents, her husband Kenneth, her husband
Quentin, her sister Antoinette (Bunny), stepson Jonathan and son Gage.
She is survived by children Leslie Burdick, Washington, D.C.; and Birch (Jonelle) Burdick,
Fargo; and her blended family including Jan Mary Hill, Deer River, MN; Jennifer Burdick,
Fort Collins, CO; and Jessica Burdick, Anchorage, AK.
Special thanks to the staff at Bethany on University, and Lanette Krinsky, for the care and
compassion shown to Jocelyn.
Memorials are preferred to the YWCA, Rape and Abuse Crisis Center, or to the
organization of your choice.
A memorial service is anticipated in the spring of 2020.
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Celebration of Life02:00PM - 04:30PM
Plains Art Museum
704 1st Ave. N., Fargo, ND, US, 58102

Comments

“

When Leslie and I became friends at Hawthorne Elementary, I found a second home
with the Burdick family. Many lessons were reinforced there and more than a few
new ones learned. To this day, I never serve petits fours on a silver tray WITHOUT a
doily.
I also had the good fortune to be one of "Mrs. B's" Camp Fire girls. Her lessons in
leadership, accountability for one's actions, community service, diligence in all of
one's affairs and respect were combined with compassion, intelligence,
encouragement to one and all and laughter. Mrs. Burdick was and remained a role
model and a mentor.
Mrs. B, you and my mother continue to accompany Leslie and I (and our sisters,
Jessie and Beth) on our summer lake country adventures.
Your wise counsel remains with those of us lucky to have known you.
WOHELO.
Jean Gompf AKA Tanda

Jean Gompf - January 28, 2020 at 06:03 PM

“

Mrs, Burdick was my Sunday School teacher for 5th grade and I will never forget her
thoughtfulness and inclusiveness of all students in the Sunday lessons.
My dad, Clayton Olson, initially met Jocie while they were students at Fargo Central
High.... Shortly before my own dad's passing 10 years ago, I asked him what Jocie
was like as a high school student. Without hesitation, he responded, "Jocie treated
everyone the same, no matter what part of Fargo they lived in, what their social
circumstances in life were, she just was kind to all." He told me this almost 70 years
after he finished high school. Think of that, being so impressed by a fellow student's
kindness that he would remember her actions all those years.
Birch, Jo and Leslie and family and friends of Jocie: The Olsons send our sympathy
to you. We are grateful for having known Jocie.
Deb Olson Frederickson

Deborah Frederickson - January 04, 2020 at 09:49 AM

“

Jocelyn was always kind and welcoming to my family. I remember gatherings for the
church at her home. I loved listening to her as a reader at church. Her voice was so
soothing as she read the word of God. Above all, I remember Joce with love.
Julia (Engel) Winegar

Julia Winegar - January 03, 2020 at 10:13 AM

“

Jonelle and Birch, So sorry for your loss. I remember, while having a Personality Etc.
party at your north Fargo home, I got to spend some time with Jocelyn. What a
delightful woman. She had such a colorful exciting history. You are in my thoughts
and prayers. I do hope you have time to celebrate her life sharing memories . Warm
hugs . Sharon Trieglaff Jons.

Sharon Trieglaff Jons - January 02, 2020 at 02:38 PM

“

Jocie was one of my mother's and grandmother's dearest friends, but I knew her best
as my very kind Sunday School teacher as a young child. She would host very
special Christmas sliding parties for us! I thought she was so eloquent, and at the
same time, so caring. She taught us faith by her example.

Jane Vennerstrom Hulett - January 01, 2020 at 01:42 PM

“

Leslie, Birch and Family,
Jocie was such a wonderful woman!
Our thoughts and prayers are with you.
Marty Gompf Family

Pam Gompf - January 01, 2020 at 09:02 AM

“

Birch and Family, I'm so sorry to hear of Jocelyn's passing. I used to be Jocelyn's
UPS driver at her home. Jocelyn was always very kind and Happy to greet me at the
door. My deepest condolences to the friends and family of Jocelyn's. I'll have you in
my thoughts and prayers. Take care and God Bless.

Ingo Keller - December 31, 2019 at 12:28 AM

“

Jessie, Leslie, Birch and family, I loved listening to her life-stories, she was a special
Mom and will be missed. Carolyn McGraw Renfandt

Carolyn Renfandt - December 31, 2019 at 12:10 AM

“

I'm so sorry to hear of Jocie's passing. She was a wonderful friend to me and my
family.

Judy Jones Rangel - December 29, 2019 at 11:19 PM

“

I have said for a long time that Jocie was as fine a human as I have had the privilege
of knowing. She was as good as people get.
Shortly after I moved to the Black Hills, Jocie stopped here for lunch with three of her
friends from college. I remember two things quite clearly. After lunch, we walked with
the four ladies down to the pond. As we approached the open water, Jocie asked if
we ever had great blue herons on the pond. I was about to say, "No." Before I could
get it out, a heron banked in across the pasture and landed on the dam, a show we
all enjoyed. I told her we'd never seen one until that moment. We have enjoyed
herons on the pond ever since that day, and I always think of Jocie. The second
remarkable thing about their visit happened two days afterward, when we went to the
mailbox and found four heartfelt thankyou notes all handwritten on personalized
stationery.

Mark Zimmerman - December 29, 2019 at 10:10 PM

“

Deepest sympathy on your loss. I had fun playing bridge with her for many years in
DL. You must have many wonderful memories.
Mary Rasmussen

mary rasmussen - December 29, 2019 at 09:25 AM

“

It is with a heavy heart that I read this news. Birch and Jo, she was your life in so
many ways. As we shared stories of aging moms over the years, be comforted in
knowing you did more than she would have ever asked of you. Honor her life by
living yours to the fullest. She would want it that way.
Shannon Charpentier

Shannon Charpentier - December 28, 2019 at 10:14 PM

“

I am so sorry to hear of Jocie's passing. What a wonderful woman she was to me
and my family .
Judy Jones Rangel

Judy Jones Rangel - December 28, 2019 at 04:32 PM

“

I was saddened to read of Jocie's passing. She was a longtime friend to both my
parents, Elizabeth and Robert Tallman. My most sincere sympathy and condolences
to all her family and friends
Mary Tallman
Chicago

Mary Tallman - December 28, 2019 at 11:30 AM

“

I was sad to hear of Jocelyn's passing. I din't think she missed a Gamma Phi Beta
fall rush when I was a student at NDSU and member of the sorority. She enjoyed
meeting all the new students and talking with all of us. She was such a lovely, caring
person and my sympathy to her family and friends.

Kathi (Janke) Halvorson - December 28, 2019 at 09:57 AM

“

Jocie was such a wonderful woman who was loved by all who knew her. I was
fortunate to get to know her well through our Gamma Phi Beta Sorority.. She was
such a sparkling loving person who had such a loyalty to our group..I feel very
privileged to have called her friend and “Sister”..God bless her memory.....Patti Pratt

Patti Pratt - December 27, 2019 at 07:20 PM

“

Jocie holds a special place in my heart. I remember being at a Gamma Phi Beta
convention with her, and she always made sure to introduce me to members I hadn't yet
met. She hosted events in her home for area alumni, and was so dedicated to her "sisters."
She will be dearly missed, and fondly remembered. ~Emily Brooks
Emily Brooks - December 27, 2019 at 11:13 PM

“

So sorry for your loss, Hugs ,Thoughts and Prayers..
The Rognlin's.

Stacy Rognlin - December 27, 2019 at 02:55 PM

“

To Birch and family.
We want to send our condolences to all of the family.
Jocelyn was just a nice person. So sorry.
The Dunfords
vivian dunford - January 04, 2020 at 12:11 PM

“

During the 1980’s I worked as a checker at the Detroit Lakes Red Owl Store. Mrs Burdick
would come in, usually with a couple kids. I loved waiting on her. She was so pleasant,
appreciative, and organized. That was on top of being a very pretty lady. Please accept my
sympathy.
Lorraine Anderson
Lorraine Anderson - January 05, 2020 at 02:56 PM

